PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH (MSc/PgDip/PgCert)
57B9PHB1/61B9PHVX/62B9PHVZ
Qualifications for entry:  A degree or equivalent qualification at the prescribed standard in any discipline.

Duration:  12 months full-time or 24-36 months part-time (MSc); 9 months full-time (PgDip); 4 months full-time (PgCert in Health Services Research).

Content:  The MSc in Public Health aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills in health care research and its application in a Public Health context. 

The initial taught component will provide a certificate in Health Services Research by undertaking courses in Quantitative (Health Services Research, Applied Statistics and Epidemiology), Qualitative and Systematic Review methods. These core transferable research skills obtained in the taught components will be applied in conducting an extensive 6 month individual research project in a Public Health context. While undertaking the research project, students will attend a seminar series in Public Health to substantiate and guide the application of research in a Public Health context. 

Candidates must complete the following designated programme of courses:

Stage 1
Compulsory courses: 

PU5003
Health Services Research (15 credit points)

PU5017
Applied Statistics (15 credit points)

PU5009 
Epidemiology (10 credit points)

PU5018
Systematic Reviewing (10 credit points)

PU5019
Qualitative research (10 credit points)

GS50M1
Generic Skills (0 credit points)

Stage 2 (for Diploma candidates only)
PU5514
Public Health Seminar 1 (0 credit points)

PU5515
Public Health Seminar 2 (0 credit points)

PU5512
Dissertation in Public Health Research (60 credit points) (for Diploma candidates only)
PU5513
Project in Public Health Research (120 credit points)
Students may specialise in the various subject areas (e.g. Epidemiology, Health Services Research and Health Psychology) depending on the focus of the research project, in agreement with the supervisors.

Assessment:  By a combination of written examinations and course work, as prescribed for each course, and by submission of a dissertation for Diploma and MSc candidates.  The Certificate shall be awarded to those candidates who achieve an appropriate standard in the relevant courses but who fail to satisfy the requirements of, or who elect not to proceed to, the Diploma or MSc programme.

On progression, The Diploma or the Degree of MSc shall not be awarded to a candidate who fails to achieve a CAS mark of 9 or above in PU 5508 or PU 5509, respectively, irrespective of their performance in other courses.  However, those who do not achieve a CAS of 9 in PU5509 will be considered for a Diploma (PU5508). If the student still does not pass the Diploma level, they will only be awarded a PgCert for completion of the taught components. 

