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Qualifications for entry:  Normally a 2.1 degree or recognised equivalent in International Relations, Politics, Economics, Geography, History, Management and Business Studies, Law, Languages or cognate disciplines.  For candidates who do not meet normal admission requirements, relevant professional experience may be taken into account.

Duration:  12 months full-time or 24 months part-time (MSc); 9 months full-time or 18 months part-time (PgDip); 4 months full-time (PgCert).

Content:
· The award of the MLitt will require successful completion of 180 credit points, including the 30 credit point core module, three 30 credit point modules from the electives list, and a 12-15,000 words dissertation (worth 60 credit points).

· Students on the Postgraduate Diploma will be required to gain 120 credit points, including the 30 credit point core module and three 30 credit point modules from the electives list.

Courses:

Stage 1

Core:

IR 5001
Theories and Concepts in International Relations (30 credit points)

Electives:

AT 5008 
    Religion, Power & Belief (30 credit points)
PI 5001
Strategic Theory (30 credit points)

PI 5014
Themes in Latin American Studies (30 credit points)

PI 5015
Qualitative Research Methodologies (15 credit points)

PI5019
Theories and issues in Political Science and IR (15 credit points)

PI 5020
Strategic Nuclear Doctrine (30 credit points)

IR 5006 
Theories of International Relations (Only for MEIR students)

LS 5078
The Evolution of International Law in a World of Crises (30 credit points)

Students who achieve 60 credit points from the above programme may exit with a Postgraduate Certificate.

Stage 2

Electives:

AT 5512 
    Religion & the Secular (15 credits)

IR 5508
    Latin American Security - Conditions & Challenges (30 credit points)

LS 5549
The Use of Force in International Law (30 credit points)
PI 5502
Global Security (30 credit points)

PI 5511
Research Design and Data Collection (15 credit points)

PI 5514
Quantitative Methods in Political Science and International Relations (30 credit points)

PU 5503
Perspectives on Global Health (30 credit points)

SO 5512
Dimensions of Globalization (30 credit points)

SO 5515
 Comparative Study of European Societies (30 credits points)

SO 5519
Sex, Gender, Violence: Critical Approaches (30 credit points)

Only candidates who complete the requirements of the above programme at an appropriate standard will be allowed to progress to the dissertation stage.  Candidates who fail to achieve the standard for progression to, or elect not to proceed to, Stage 3, shall be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if they have achieved the appropriate number of credits for that award.

Stage 3

IR 5901
Dissertation: International Relations (MSc) (60 credit points)

Assessment:  By coursework, written examination, or a combination thereof, as prescribed for each course, and by submission of a dissertation.  The degree of MSc shall not be awarded to a candidate who fails to achieve a CAS mark of 9 or above in IR 5901, irrespective of their performance in other courses.

Note:  At the discretion of the Head of the School of Social Science, postgraduate candidates may be offered February admission to the MSc degrees.
