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DEGREE OF MASTER IN SCIENCE IN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
Students must also comply with the University General Regulations, the Supplementary Regulations for the Degree of Bachelor of Science (BSc) and the Supplementary Regulations for the Degree of Master in Science in (MSci).

The table below lists the compulsory courses for this degree together with the overall number of credit points required in each programme year.

This programme was revalidated for Academic Year 2010/2011.  Students admitted to the programme from 2010 onwards will follow the revised curriculum for Programme Years 1 and 2 as outlined below.  Information regarding the curriculum for Programme Years 3 and above will be available in subsequent years’ Calendars.
	PROGRAMME YEAR 1 – 120 Credit Points

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points

	BI 1005
	Organismal Biology
	15
	SM 1501
	The Cell
	15

	
	
	
	BI 1509
	Ecology and Environmental Science
	15

	BI 1006
	Biology for Undergraduates (BUGS)
	15
	

	One of the two courses listed below:
	

	CM 1017
	Chemistry 1A: Fundamentals 
	15
	

	CM 1018
	Essentials of Chemistry
	15
	

	Further credit points from courses of choice agreed with Adviser to make a total of 120 credits. These will normally include components of Enhanced Study to meet the requirement of 60 credits of Enhanced Study at Levels 1 and 2, combined.


	PROGRAMME YEAR 2 – 120 Credit Points

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points

	BI 2008
	Diversity of Life
	30

	BI 2009
	Biological Enhanced Skills Training
	15

	At least one course from three different areas of Biology.  These may be selected from courses co-ordinated by the School of Biological Sciences and the School of Medical Sciences.

	Further courses of choice agreed with Adviser to a total of 120 credit points. 


For Academic Year 2011/2012, students in Programme Years 3 and above will continue to follow the existing curriculum for their year/level, as outlined below.  Information regarding the curriculum for future years will be available in subsequent years’ Calendars.

	JUNIOR HONOURS

PROGRAMME YEAR 3 – 120 Credit Points

As of academic year 2007/2008 Level 3 will be recognised as a Junior Honours year.  Degree assessments in Level 3 will contribute 25% of the final honours classification.

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points

	BI 3007
	Experimental Design, Analysis and Presentation 
	15
	
	
	

	A total of 120 credit points from Level 3 courses: at least 75 of these credit points must be from the following disciplines (at least 2 disciplines must be included): Agriculture, Biology, Biotechnology, Forestry, Molecular and Cell Biology / Medical Microbiology, Biomedical Science, Plant Science, Soil Science, Tropical Biology and Zoology.


Please see over →
	HONOURS 

PROGRAMME YEAR 4 – 120 Credit Points

Degree assessments in Level 4 will contribute 75% of the final honours classification

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points

	BI 4015
	Grant Proposal
	15
	

	BI 4014
	Biology Honours Project
	45
	

	60 further credit points from Level 3 and Level 4 courses in the following disciplines (at least 2 disciplines must be included with no more than 30 credit points from Level 3 courses): Agriculture, Biology, Biotechnology, Forestry, Health Science, Molecular and Cell Biology / Medical Microbiology, Biomedical Science, Plant Science, Soil Science, Tropical Biology and Zoology


	PROGRAMME YEAR 5 – 120 Credit Points

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit Points

	BI 5001
	Current Concepts in Biosciences: Theory, Resources and Research
	120


	Notes

	i.
	TS 1002 is recommended for students with C or less in Maths or Physics at Higher (or equivalent) level. Students who do not take TS 1002 will be required to take an alternative 15 credit point course.

	ii.
	All students entering Level 3 from Level 2 will automatically be enrolled into Junior Honours year of their chosen degree, provided that they have fulfilled the University requirements for progression to Junior Honours, namely that they have achieved 240 credits at Levels 1 and 2. Any student who has not yet achieved 240 credits will be registered for a designated degree, transferring to the honours degree following successful achievement of all 240 credits. The current SBS requirements for movement from Level 3 to Level 4 will still apply, namely that before a student can progress to their Senior Honours year they must have passed all their courses, including 120 credits at Level 3 and must normally have achieved a CAS score of 12 or better in half of their Level 3 courses.

	iii.
	All students entering Level 5 from Level 4 must attain CAS of 16 as judged from the current SBS spreadsheet. Students must also have passed all their courses at Level 4 and gained 120 credits at this level. Upon successful completion of Level 4 students will normally progress to Level 5, but will also have the option to graduate with an honours degree rather than progress to Level 5.


This information whilst correct at the time of going to press, is subject to alteration without notice. Choice of non-compulsory courses may be restricted by degree regulations or timetabling, and are subject to approval by your Advisers of Studies. 
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	The University of Aberdeen operates a flexible modular degree structure and details of all the degree programmes available can be accessed through the University web pages at:

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/calendar
Descriptions of all courses can be found in the Catalogue of Courses or on the University web pages at:

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/courses
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