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DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN NATURAL PHILOSOPHY (01F30170)

Students must also comply with the University General Regulations and the Supplementary Regulations for the Degree of Master of Arts.

This programme was revalidated for Academic Year 2010/2011.  Students admitted to the programme from 2010 onwards will follow the revised curriculum for Programme Years 1 and 2 as outlined below.  Information regarding the curriculum for Programme Years 3 and above will be available in subsequent years’ Calendars.

The courses listed below are all compulsory for this degree.

	PROGRAMME YEAR 1– 120 Credit points



	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points

	PX 1015
	The Physical Universe – A 
	15
	PX 1513
	The Physical Universe – B 
	15

	PH 1017
	Reason and Argument
	15
	PH 1516
	Knowledge and Mind
	15

	Plus either option A or B and further courses agreed with Adviser of Studies to total 120 credits

	Option A

	MA 1005
	Calculus 1
	15
	MX 1508
	Calculus II
	15

	MA 1006
	Algebra
	15
	

	Option B

	MA 1007
	Introductory Mathematics 1
	15
	MA 1507
	Introductory Mathematics 2
	15

	Plus 30 Credit points from courses of choice agreed with Adviser of Studies


	PROGRAMME YEAR 2 – 120 Credit points

(SEE NOTE (i))

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points

	PX 2013
	Light Science
	15
	HS 2503
	History and Philosophy of Science 2**
	15

	PX 2015
	Dynamical Phenomena
	15
	*MA 2507
	Advanced Calculus
	15

	
	PX 2505
	Practical Optics and Electronics
	15

	
	PX 2510
	Relativity and Quantum Mechanics
	15

	Plus 15 credit points from level 2 philosophy courses agreed with Adviser of Studies, plus 15 further credit points from courses of choice agreed with Adviser of Studies.

**Instead of HS 2502, students are permitted to take a relevant 15 credit level 2 philosophy course (if available) agreed with Adviser of Studies. (PH20xx/PH25xx: Philosophy of Science is recommended, if available).


For Academic Year 2011/2012, students in Programme Years 3 and above will continue to follow the existing curriculum for their year/level, as outlined below.  Information regarding the curriculum for future years will be available in subsequent years’ Calendars.

	PROGRAMME YEAR 3 – 120 Credit points

 

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points

	PX 3008
	Electricity and Magnetism
	15
	PX 3509
	Quantum, Atomic and Molecular Physics
	15

	PX 3012 
	The Solid State
	15
	PX 3508
	Energy and Matter
	15

	Plus one of the following courses listed below:
	Plus one of the following courses listed below:

	PX 3011
	Research Skills in Physics
	15
	PX 3506
	Advanced Practical Physics
	15

	PX3013
	Space Science and Remote Sensing
	15
	**PX 4512
	Nuclear Physics & Medical Applications
	15

	Plus further level 3 Philosophy course worth 30 credit points

(PH3xxx/PH4xxx: Philosophy of Time or PH3xxx/PH4xxxx: Philosophy of Physics are recommended, if available)


PLEASE SEE OVER (
	PROGRAMME YEAR 4 – 120 Credit points

 

	First Half-Session
	Second Half-Session

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit points

	PX 4006
	Project A
	30

	
	
	

	PX 4007
	Case Studies in Physics
	15
	**PX 4510
	Structure of Matter and the Universe
	15

	PX 4009
	Solid State Physics
	15
	EITHER 

PX 4513
	Advanced Modern Physics
	15

	
	OR

PX 4514
	Modelling Theory
	15

	
	
	

	Plus further level 4 Philosophy choices worth 30 credit points (see notes I and ii)


	Notes

	i.
	Students at Level 2, who as a result of undertaking up to 30 credits of Sustained Study may not obtain the necessary pre-requisites for Honours entry, must seek approval for this choice through their Adviser of Studies at the start of Level 2.  Such curriculum choice will normally be approved as meeting the requirements for entry to Honours, subject to the discretion of the Head of School or nominated deputy.

	ii.
	+ This course may be chosen in philosophy of science or in a relevant area or any other course judged by the Undergraduate Programme Coordinator for Philosophy as suitable to this major-minor programme.

(PH3xxx/PH4xxx: Philosophy of Time or PH3xxx/PH4xxxx: Philosophy of Physics are recommended, if available)

	iii
	* A Philosophy dissertation may be chosen provided the subject chosen is in the Philosophy of Science or a cognate area.

	iv.
	** These courses alternate on a 2-year cycle.

	v.
	Dual-coded courses will be taught in one or other (but not both) of the half-sessions.

	vi.
	* MA2507 is recommended but not compulsory.


This information, whilst correct at the time of going to press, is subject to alteration without notice. Choice of courses may be restricted by degree regulations or timetabling, and are subject to approval by your Adviser(s) of Studies.
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	The University of Aberdeen operates a flexible modular degree structure and details of all the degree programmes available can be accessed through the University web pages at:

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/calendar
Descriptions of all courses can be found in the Catalogue of Courses or on the University web pages at:

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/courses


S:\Academic Services\Calendar 2011-2012\Volume 2 - Arts\2011-12 prescriptions\COPS\MA in Natural Philosophy (01F30170).doc

