ORGANIC FARMING (MSc/PgDip)
64D20FB1/64D20FVX

(a validated programme administered by the Scottish Agricultural College, Aberdeen)

Qualifications for entry: A degree or equivalent qualification at the prescribed standard in Agriculture, Biology, Agricultural or Biological discipline.  The normal entry for the Pg Diploma is a degree in Agriculture, or other science or technology relevant to the sector.  However, acceptance onto the programme is essentially based on an assessment of candidate’s ability to benefit from the studies.  While an adequate indication of ability to carry out academic study is essential, no absolute academic prerequisites are laid down.

Duration: 32 months part-time (MSc), on-line learning via VLE; 20 months part-time (PgDip).

Content: 
First Year

Organic Crop Production

Personal and Managerial Skills Development

Soils and Nutrient Cycling

Organic Forage and Livestock Production

Professional Skills 2

Organic Farming Study Tour

Second Year

Financial Management

Marketing Management and Business Strategy

Whole Farm Conservation

Quality Assurance in the Food Chain

Organic Farming Case Study

Statistics

Throughout

Organic Farming Work Placement

Computing

Assessment: By course work and written examination.  MSc candidates will also undertake a dissertation.  Candidates who do not meet the required standard in the dissertation element of assessment will not normally be awarded the degree: such candidates, at the discretion of the examiners, may be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma.

