MARINE AND FISHERIES SCIENCE (MSc/PgDip)
57C300CQ/61C300W9

(jointly with the Fisheries Research Services, Marine Laboratory, Aberdeen)

Qualifications for entry:  A degree or equivalent qualification, at the prescribed standard, in a biological discipline.  Candidates with degrees in other subject areas (e.g. oceanography, mathematics, geography, economics) will be considered if they can show supporting qualifications or aptitude at a sufficiently advanced level in a biological subject.

Duration:  12 months full-time (MSc); 9 months (PgDip).

Content:  The programme teaches a scientific approach to the exploitation and management of the marine environment and its living resources.  A special feature of the programme is the major contribution from professional marine scientists at the Marine Laboratory and the opportunity for practical research training.  There is also an input from professionals in fishing and other industries.  The selected and integrated series of topics normally includes:  the marine environment; environmental quality and pollution; marine applications of remote sensing; resource ecology; overview of shellfish and fish biology; life cycles; fish growth, metabolism and fecundity; fish population dynamics; fisheries exploitation and management; resource economics; fisheries law and administration; resource utilisation; gear technology; aquaculture; fish diseases and parasites, molecular genetics and GIS.

PgDip
Following the taught course units, one of the options offered will be selected as the basis for an extended individual study, based mainly on the literature, which will be written up as a dissertation.  As an alternative to the dissertation candidates may be permitted to present a report on a short (1 month) practical training exercise.

MSc
Following the taught course units, students undertake a research training exercise involving about 4 months of practical work.  This may be based in the University, in the Marine Laboratory where a wide range of specialist facilities are available, or with other appropriate organisations.

The programme is organised as a single course: ZO 50MF (180 credit points) leading to award of the MSc; ZO 51MF (120 credit points) to award of the Postgraduate Diploma.

Assessment:  Will include reports of coursework, essays, seminars and written examination, together with the dissertation or report.  An oral examination may be required. The degree of MSc shall not be awarded to a candidate who fails to achieve a CAS mark of 9 or above in the dissertation, irrespective of their performance in the taught programme: such candidates may, at the discretion of the Examiners, be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if they have achieved the appropriate number of credits for that award. 

