CREATIVE WRITING (MLitt/PgDip)
56Q3CWA2/61Q3CWVX

Qualifications for entry:  Normally a 2.1 honours degree, where the degree is not in a literary subject area, or is of a lower grade, specimens of creating writing will be required.

Duration:  12 months full-time

Content:  The MLitt/Diploma in Creative Writing allows students to specialise in creative writing while at the same time taking courses in literature or in history relevant to their own creative interests.  The programme for both degree and diploma students consists of three taught components (taken over two half-sessions), while degree candidates will add a portfolio of creative writing (dissertation), which is prepared and written between June and September.  These amount to 180 credit points in a year.  The taught components are:

(a) Creative Writing courses (minimum of 40 credit points)

(b) Methodological courses (40 credit points)

(c) Subject-based courses (maximum of 40 credit points)

Students who satisfactorily pass the courses are allowed to proceed to the ‘dissertation’ which consists of a:

Work or portfolio of creative writing of around 15,000 words (in English) as agreed between student and course co-ordinator and supervisor, and due for submission in early September (60 credit points).

Not all courses are available in every year, but courses normally available are:

(a) Creative Writing:
EL 5028
Creative Writing I: (20 credit points)

EL 5540
Creative Writing II: (20 credit points)

(b) Methodological Courses:
EL 5031
Reading History’s Past (two courses 10 credit points each)

EL 5302
Preparation and Presentation of Scholarly Writing (10 credit points)

EL 5702
Dissertation preparation (10 credit points)

Other methodological courses may be substituted with the permission of the programme co-ordinator.

(c) Subject-based Courses:
Literature:
EL 5003
The Narrow Ground: Literature and Politics in Northern Ireland from 1960 (20 credit points)

EL 5005
W B Yeats and James Joyce: issues of Irish Identity (20 credit points)

EL 5009
The Importance of Elsewhere: The Representation of Place in 20th Century Irish Culture (20 credit points)

EL 5016
Textual Editing (20 credit points)

EL 5017
Walter Scott and His World (20 credit points)

EL 5019
Scottish Literature: The Twentieth Century and Beyond (20 credit points)

EL 5027
Novel and Nation, 1800-1830 (20 credit points)

EL 5030
Enlightenment and Counter-Enlightenment in Irish and Scottish Writing (20 credit points)

EL 5539
Poetry in Ireland and Scotland: The Traditions (20 credit points)

EL 5541
Irish and Scottish Writing Now (20 credit points)

EL 5542
Postmodernism in Irish and Scottish Writing (20 credit points)

HI 5042
The Gaelic Connection in Icelandic Sagas (20 credit points)

History:
CE 5512
Gaelic Palaeography (20 credit points)

HA 5014
Imaging Scotland: Art, Museums and Visual Culture (20 credit points)

HI 5017
Irish and Scottish Jacobitism (20 credit points)

HI 5018
Scotland and Ireland in the Later Middle Ages (20 credit points)

HI 5021
Frontiers and Frontier Problems in the Middle Ages (20 credit points)

HI 5026
Witchcraft, Traditional Practices and the Rise of Protestant ‘Culture’ in Early Modern Scotland (20 credit points)

HI 5036
Scottish and Irish Migrants in Europe and the Atlantic World 1500-1750 (20 credit points)

HI 5038
Britain and Ireland in an Age of Migration, 300-600 (20 credit points)

Assessment:  Final assessment will be based on a substantial piece of creative writing undertaken from June to September (length dependent on genre), together with a self-reflexive essay (of not more than 5,000 words) on the intentions, research, development and achievements of the creative submission.

