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WELCOME TEA:  9.30 – 9.55  
All attendees welcomed.


OPENING REMARKS:  9.55 – 10.00  	
Dr Greg Gordon, Head of School, Law.


10.00 – 10.30
Asmaa Alsairafi (Year 1 PhD Candidate)  
Supervisors:  Prof Peter Duff and Mr Derek Auchie

The Use of DNA as Evidence in the Kuwaiti Criminal Courts and 
the Right to Privacy

The National Assembly of Kuwait has recently enacted DNA law No.78/2015 that compels all individuals in Kuwait to provide a DNA sample to the Interior Ministry in order to be stored in a database.  The DNA law has many purposes including possible use of a DNA profile as evidence to convict an accused in a criminal court at a later date.  This chapter gives a brief background about the DNA profile itself to understand its nature.  It also shows the advantages of DNA profiling that makes it an integral part of Kuwaiti, UK, and US criminal trials.  

Nonetheless, this paper suggests that the Kuwaiti DNA Law violates many human rights including the right to privacy, which is enshrined in the Kuwaiti constitution.  Therefore, DNA evidence that is obtained in accordance with the DNA Law to secure a conviction might be considered unconstitutional.  This paper suggests amending the DNA Law to be compatible with the Kuwaiti Constitution, so as to safeguard both the public and private interests.  The purpose of doing that is to enable the courts and the investigating authorities in Kuwait to use evidence under the DNA Law in a constitutional manner.


10.30 – 11.00
Ezgi Ediboglu (Year 1 PhD Candidate)  
Supervisors:  Prof Abbe EL Brown and Dr Irène Couzigou

An Emerging Path for Technology Transfer: 
why and how should international institutions cooperate?

Transferring environmentally sound technologies globally has been promoted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Convention) for more than two decades.  However, the number of transferred technologies remains very low in practice.  

In this paper, it is claimed that one of the main reasons for the low number of transferred technologies is the lack of cooperation between the key international activities relating to technology transfer, namely those involving the Convention, the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the World Bank (Bank).  Indeed, technology transfer also relies on the international trade rules of the WTO for dissemination of technologies, and the funds from the Bank for financing least developed and developing countries. However, communication between the Conference of the Parties established by the Convention, the WTO and the Bank is very limited. I suggest that the Conference of the Parties, the WTO and the Bank should cooperate and promote technology transfer in a comprehensive manner.  The trade, finance and legal pillars of technology transfer should be operated together.  There are many undiscovered legal and practical challenges for establishing this cooperation. This paper analyses legal challenges to delivering this cooperation, and develops solutions, notably through a new tripartite role for technology mechanisms. 



11.00 – 11.30
Babajide A Evboren (Year 1 PhD Candidate)  
Supervisors:  Prof Abbe EL Brown and Dr Catherine Ng.

To what Extent are Economic Justifications for Patents Aligned with 
a Company Law Focus on Shareholder Value?

Balancing the economic interests of creators with the public’s accessibility to such creations underlies the existence of the patent system.  Corporate and patent laws, whilst being statutorily distinct, are interlinked historically.  Dating back centuries, the patent system has developed and adapted relative to the extent of corporate participation in R&D and commercialization of inventions—both as pre-17th century English monopolies, and with the advent of the corporation as a viable business structure in the Industrial Age.  Since the shift from individual inventiveness to collectivism necessitated by technological advancements, companies have played a central role in the patent system.  Despite the absence of a multilateral legislation and jurisdictional differences in corporate governance forms, employee participation on boards, and regulation, there is a global convergence on shareholder value maximization as the primary corporate objective.  Consequently, there are often conflicts between patent owners’ economic rights and affordable accessibility by the public in corporate commodification of patents, usually between multinational corporations and the indigent public in disadvantaged regions.
 
This paper argues that this normative conflict within national patent systems, culminating in the prioritization of economic benefits of patents over public accessibility, particularly in developing countries, is fostered by the adoption of wholesale economic and corporate law reforms in the aims of stimulating economic growth without the requisite complementary institutional safeguards necessary for its effectiveness.


TEA BREAK:  11.30 – 11.45
All attendees welcomed.




11.45 – 12.15
Olayinka Lewis (Year 1 PhD Candidate)  
Supervisors:  Prof Roderick Paisley and Prof John Paterson

Multi-legal Systems & Land Ownership in Nigeria

The nature of land ownership in a country is largely dependent on the legal system.  In Nigeria, multiple legal systems exist and these are primarily the Common law, Islamic law and customary law and are exercised through a federal, state and local government.  These governments control land issues and own land in Nigeria.  For example, the Land Use Act 1978 governs land use for the whole of Nigeria while at state level Central Lagos Land Acquisition Law 1975 specifically applies to Lagos.  Apart from these, there is also a customary system of land ownership in place.  Each of these dimensions affects land ownership or use in Nigeria.
 
In view of the complexities of land ownership, the government has often relied on compulsory acquisition in extinguishing all rights and acquiring land for its use.  While compulsory acquisition in principle extinguishes all other interests, in reality it does not seem to silence other interests to land, which raises the question of its effectiveness and perhaps compulsory acquisitions happens de jure and not de facto.

This paper explores two key aims; the conflict of ownership of land, resulting from a mixed legal system; and the effectiveness of compulsory acquisition of land as a mechanism used by the government. 


12.15 – 12.45
Tania Loureiro Migueis (Year 1 PhD Candidate)  
Supervisors:  Dr Susan Stokeld and Dr Ilona Cairns

The Use of Community Sentences in Scotland

When compared with other countries with a similar size, the proportion of people in prison in Scotland is reasonably high, with one of the highest prison population per capita in Western Europe. 

Undoubtedly, it is important that people who break the law should be penalised for their crimes, but it is similarly important that those individuals are prevented from reoffending in the future.  For offenders of low level crimes for instance, an imposition of a Community Sentence (CS) seems to be more effective in terms of reducing potential reoffending.  Moreover these community base sentences minimise disruption to families, community and employment opportunities. 
Addressing concerns about the current prison population and seeking a more effective way to reduce offending and reoffending rates, in 2007 the Scottish Government was ‘determined to develop a coherent penal policy that uses prison for serious and dangerous offenders but deals with lower-risk offenders in the community’.  The ideas contained and developed in a number of policy documents led to the Criminal Justice and Licensing Act 2010, with the introduction of a single community disposal – the Community Payback Order (CPO).

This presentation offers a brief review of the development of CS in Scotland by exploring the challenges Scotland was facing and the underlying aims behind the emergence of the current community sentencing policy and initiatives.  

12.45 – 13.15
Abukari Yekini (Year 1 PhD Candidate)  
Supervisors:  Prof Paul R Beaumont and Dr Jonathan Fitchen
The Hague Judgments Project: A Proposal for a New Convention Format

Enforcement of foreign judgments is one area of private international law that has defied every attempt made towards arriving at a global harmonisation. The absence of an international treaty addressing jurisdiction and judgments enforcement has continuously hindered access to justice and the growth of international trade in goods and services.  It has also led to increasing transactional costs across the globe.  The failure of the 1971 Convention on Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgements in Civil and Commercial Matters necessitated the search for a new convention.  There is an abundance of literature on the various reasons for the failure of the negotiations, and principal among them is the format of the proposed convention, upon which many other problems lie. 

This paper seeks to review the various convention formats that have been proposed at the Hague Conference and how they may continue to hinder cooperative negotiations and the conclusion of an acceptable global convention.  It argues that there can be no effective global judgments convention without addressing the challenges of adjudicatory and conflicts of jurisdiction.  The paper therefore suggests that future Hague Judgments Project should consider a double convention limited to the common jurisdictional grounds as a pragmatic and viable alternative
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