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ARCTIC AIR 

 Air has always enveloped human societies, weighing people 
down on earth and sea, while simultaneously inducing dreams of escape 
in the sky.  Despite this, air has often been treated as intangible, 
ahistorical, and placeless. 

Both historical scholarship and contemporary discussions of the 
Arctic depict it as a space of land, ice, and water.  This workshop, 
however, suggests something different: Arctic landscapes and 
seascapes cannot be understood separately from Arctic airscapes.  
Whether thinking about cosmologies (the shaman’s flight), exploration 
(the balloons and aircraft of polar history), environments (the circulation 
of pollutants through atmospheric currents), security (the threat of 
transpolar military incursions), or tourism (the view of Greenland on daily 
trans-Atlantic flights), it is clear that the Arctic generates fascinating and 
complex stories of interaction with aerial environments that have the 
capacity to reconfigure our understanding of the Arctic in important 
ways. 

Thus, we ask: how might attending to these aerial dimensions 
enrich our understanding of the region’s histories and geographies?  
How, for instance, might a focus on the air expand our understandings 
of Arctic mobilities by encouraging us to think differently about the 
movements of weather, animals, or people through this region?  
Similarly, are movements within Arctic atmospheres productive of 
particular experiences that (re)produce sets of ideas about the Arctic?  
Or might an awareness of the aerial offer alternate perspectives that 
complicate dominant perceptions of the Arctic? 

By bringing together an international group of scholars from a 
range of disciplinary perspectives, this workshop seeks to explore the 
potential insights of an aerial approach to the Arctic. 
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SCHEDULE 

4:30 – 5:00  Registration 

5:00 – 6:30 Opening Keynote:  
  Tim Ingold: ‘Does Air Have History?’ 

7:00  Informal D inner: Old Blackfriars Pub, 52 Castle Street 

Friday,  5 June 
Room 707, Sir  Duncan Rice Library 

Saturday,  6 June 
Room 707, Sir  Duncan Rice Library 

9:00  Library opens 
9:15 – 9:30  Coffee & Tea 

9:30 – 10:30 Keynote:  
  Peter Adey, ‘Like Words Congealed in Northern Air’ 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee & Tea 

11:00 – 12:30 Session 1: Exploring Arct ic A irscapes  
Roald Berg – ‘An Airy Masculinity or an Arctic one?  Roald Amundsen and his 
  men in the sky, 1909-1928’ 
Derek McCormack – ‘Envelopment, Exposure, and the Elemental’ 
Tyrone Martinsson – ‘With the Eagle Over the Ice – Andrée’s photographic  
   journey’ 

12:30 – 1:30 Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00 Session 2: Arctic  Atmospheres 
Tim Fulford – ‘ “The very air is vital essence”: a sonic history of the  
  uncanny Arctic’ 
Johan Schimanski – ‘Weather and Entropy in the Imagined Arctic: Arthur  

Ransome’s Winter Holiday’ 
Ulrike Spring – ‘Moving Colour in the Sky: The art of making the aurora  
  borealis tangible’ 

3:00 – 3:30 Coffee & Tea 

3:30 – 4:30 Future Directions 
  Chaired by Michael Bravo 
 
6:30  Conference Dinner: Rustico, 62 Union Row 

PRACTICAL DETAILS 

ROOM 706/707, SIR DUNCAN RICE LIBRARY,  
UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN (BEDFORD ROAD) 
 
To access the workshop venue, you will need to register as a visitor at the 
Library’s main information desk.  Once you have registered, you will receive a 
visitor’s pass. 
Pass through the turnstiles and take the lift to the 7th floor.  After exiting the 
lift, Room 706/707 is located to your left (behind the stacks). 

Workshop location 

Getting to the Library:  

Walking: approx. 30-35 minutes from Skene House Hotel, Rosemount 

Bus: Accessible via routes 1/2, 19, and 20.  
From Skene House Hotel: 

• Route	  1/2	  –	  Can	  be	  caught	  at	  stop	  C2,	  Union	  Street	  (in	  front	  of	  the	  
Music	  Hall	  –	  between	  South	  Silver	  Street	  and	  Huntley	  St).	  	  Ask	  for	  
University	  Road	  stop	  (yellow	  star	  above).	  

• Route	  20	  –	  Can	  be	  caught	  at	  stop	  D2,	  Union	  Terrace	  Gardens.	  	  Ask	  for	  
Meston	  Walk	  stop	  (blue	  star	  above)	  

For details about fares and schedules, visit: 
 http://www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/aberdeen/  
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PRACTICAL DETAILS 

7 PM, Old Blackfriars Pub (52 Cast le 
Street)  

Walking: approx. 30 minutes via King Street 

Bus: Routes 1/2, and 19 
• Route	  1/2	  –	  Catch	  on	  King	  Street	  at	  

Regents	  Walk.	  	  Ask	  for	  Castle	  Street	  stop	  
(J4).	  

• Route	  19	  –	  Catch	  on	  Bedford	  Road	  across	  
from	  Library.	  	  Ask	  for	  Broad	  Street	  stop	  
(H2).	  

For details about fares and schedules, visit: 
http://www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/aberdeen/  

Taxi : Fare – approx. £10 - £15 
 

Dinner – Friday,  5 June 

Dinner – Saturday,  6 June 

6:30 PM, Rustico  (62 Union 
Row) 
 
Walking: approx. 35-40 minutes 

Bus: Routes 1/2 and 19 
• Route	  1/2	  –	  Catch	  on	  King	  

Street	  at	  Regents	  Walk.	  	  
Ask	  for	  Langstane	  Kirk	  
stop	  (B5).	  	  	  

• Route	  19	  –	  Catch	  on	  
Bedford	  Road	  across	  from	  Library.	  	  Ask	  for	  Langstane	  Kirk	  stop	  (B4).	  

From the bus stops: Exit bus, turn right; walk along Union Street to Bon-
Accord Terrace (on your left).  Cross Union Street.  Walk north on Summer 
Street.  Rustico is at the corner of Summer and Union Row, 1 block north of 
Union Street.  If you prefer to cross at the lights, instead of crossing at Bon-
Accord/Summer, continue along Union Street to Chapel Street, cross Union 
and backtrack to Summer Street.  Turn left on Summer and continue 1 block 
north. 
For details about fares and schedules, visit: 
http://www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/aberdeen/  

Taxi : Fare – approx. £15  (Taxis will be provided for workshop speakers). 

PRACTICAL DETAILS 

Arr iving in  Aberdeen 

Train: Aberdeen Station is located in the centre of town.  Taxis to Skene House 
Hotel, Rosemount will be approx. £5-£10.  Walking would take approx. 15-20 mins. 
 
Airport:  The airport is approximately 5 miles from the University of Aberdeen and 
approximately 7 miles from the city centre, so is easily reachable by taxi.  In light 
traffic, journeys to the University will take approximately 25 minutes and cost 
approximately £15.  In heavier traffic, time and costs will be higher. 
 
There are also regular bus services running between the airport and Aberdeen, as 
well as a rail service to Aberdeen city centre from Dyce Station, which is a short taxi 
ride from the airport.  Further information about transport options from the airport is 
available from the airport website: www.aberdeenairport.com 

Campus Services 

Coffee – Need a bit of caffeine?  Coffee is available on campus at Kilau – an 
independent coffee shop (57/59 High Street; NB – doesn’t open until 10 am on 
Saturdays) or the Hardback Café, in the lobby of the Sir Duncan Rice Library 
 
Cash points – Cash points on campus are available at The Hub (at the top of 
Elphinstone Road) or at the Royal Bank of Scotland (High Street)  

Things to do in  Aberdeen 

Looking for things to do before or after the workshop? 
Far  North Exh ib it ion – an exhibition exploring the manifestation of the idea of the 
Far North in contemporary art, historical artefacts, and written words (Gallery, Sir 
Duncan Rice Library; http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/about/special/exhibitions/) 
The Tolbooth Museum – displays on local history housed in a 17th-century jail 
(Castle Street; http://www.aagm.co.uk/Visit/TheTolboothMuseum/ttm-overview.aspx) 
Mar itime Museum – Aberdeen’s maritime history, including displays covering 
shipbuilding, fishing, and the North Sea oil and gas industry.  Also has an excellent 
view of Aberdeen’s harbour (Shiprow; 
http://www.aagm.co.uk/Venues/AberdeenMaritimeMuseum/amm-overview.aspx) 
Footdee and Aberdeen Beach – Footdee (pronounced ‘Fittee’) is a charming 
former fishing village located at the mouth of Aberdeen’s harbour.  Watch the ships 
go in and out of the harbour and, if you’re lucky, spot some dolphins.  Footdee is also 
located at the south end of Aberdeen Beach. 
St  Machar  Cathedral  – just north of campus.  Dating from the 13th century, this 
building is an example of a fortified Kirk 
(http://www.stmachar.com/buildinghistory.htm)  

For other ideas, visit: http://www.visitaberdeen.com 
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