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Welcome  

We are delighted that you are joining us virtually on our online pre-sessional course. We anticipate that 
sometime in the not so distant future we will be able to meet you in person on our beautiful Kings College 
campus. We hope that during the course you will develop your academic language and skills, make friends 
and learn more about the style of teaching, learning and assessment in the University of Aberdeen. 
 

Getting started  

• My Aberdeen is the learning environment which we will use during the course. To find out more 
and troubleshoot any problems that you have: 
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/toolkit/systems/myaberdeen-students/ 
You can get more specific help by contacting: 
https://uoa.freshservice.com/support/home 

• Please upload a photo to your profile so we can put a face to the name. 

Learning online  

• Participate in the forums and discussion activities. This is a good way to make friends, 
communicate in English and build your confidence  

• As some of the course is guided self-study, it is important that you use your time well and don’t 
leave all the tasks that you are set to the last minute. This is good practice for when you start 
your studies in September.  

• If you are confused or don’t understand something, ask your teachers.  
  

Resources and Support  

Student support services provides a wide range of help and advice to students on a range of issues, 
including personal, academic, money matters, disabilities and specific learning difficulties, visas and 
immigration matters, mental health and wellbeing, and more. If you need specific help or wish to speak 
with a Student Support Adviser please email student.support@abdn.ac.uk.  If you require an 
appointment, we can offer you a ‘remote meeting’ by telephone or Microsoft Teams. 
 
You can find more information about the range of services on offer at: 
 
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/student-life/student-advice-and-support.php 
 

Course Structure  

The course is divided into guided learning which takes place on My Aberdeen and ‘live teaching’ sessions.  
Each week you will be set a number of tasks that you should complete; these consist of exercises, online 
discussions, blogs and wikis.  Some of these activities are in a self-study format and you can check your 
answers online, while others you will be asked to work collaboratively with your classmates. You will have 
opportunities to ask questions in ‘live teaching’ sessions.   
The course is based around two e-books: 

• Oxford EAP  
• Making Connections  

  
We will use Making Connections to develop your reading strategies, extend your academic vocabulary and 
develop your independent learning skills through research, discussion and writing activities. Oxford EAP is 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/toolkit/systems/myaberdeen-students/
https://uoa.freshservice.com/support/home
mailto:student.support@abdn.ac.uk
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/student-life/student-advice-and-support.php
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used to look in more detail at academic writing skills, academic language and seminar and presentation 
skills. 
  

Indicative Course Timetable  

 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
9-10 Live Class 

Making 
Connections 
 

Live Class 
Making 
Connections 
 
 

Live Class 
Making 
Connections 
 
 

Live Class 
Making 
Connections 
 
 

Individual 
Tutorials 

10.15-
11.15 

Oxford EAP Oxford EAP Oxford EAP Oxford EAP Individual 
Tutorials 

11.15-
12.15 

Tutor support Tutor support Tutor support  Tutor 
support 

Tutor support  

Afternoons Guided online 
activities & 
collaborative 
tasks 

Guided online 
activities & 
collaborative 
tasks 

Guided online 
activities & 
collaborative 
tasks 

Guided online 
activities & 
collaborative 
tasks 

Guided online 
activities & 
collaborative 
tasks 

 
You will have a weekly tutorial with you tutor where there will be opportunities to discuss your progress 
and to talk about any issues that you have.  In addition, everyday there will someone online between 11- 
12 who you can talk to if you need additional support.  

Assessment 

 Continuous 
 

% of Total Mark Week   
Assessed writing task 1: Summary  10 2 
Assessed writing task 2: Essay  15 4 
Assessed writing task 3: Extended 

  
               30                8 

Assessed Seminar  15 9 
  Assessed presentation  10 10 

Course participation and Engagement                   20       throughout 
Total 100%  

 
Your teacher will give your more details about the assessments during the course. You can also find 
assessment criteria on my Aberdeen  

Course learning Aims    

Writing:  
By the end of this course students will be able to:   

• Produce writing that directly and appropriately addresses the task set   
• Produce writing that is clearly expressed and well organised   
• Produce writing that uses source materials to evidence ideas and arguments  

 
Assessed in:  
writing tasks, 1,2, 3   
  
Academic Skills:  
By the end of this course students will develop the ability to:   

• Produce writing that refences sources and avoids plagiarism   
• To paraphrase and summarise   

 
Assessed in:  



P a g e  | 4          ~ 4 ~ 

 writing tasks, 1,2, 3   
 
Reading   
By the end of this course students will have developed:  

• The ability to use a range of reading strategies  
• Identify main point from supporting detail   
• Identify author's opinion from more factual content   

 
Assessed in:  
writing tasks, 1,2, 3   
seminar  
presentation   
  
Speaking   
By the end of this course students will be able to:  

• Effectively participate in a seminar by clearly expressing opinions 
• Actively participate in other teaching and learning contexts such as tutorials and 

collaborate classes  
• Effectively deliver a short presentation which is clearly organised & well delivered   

 
Assessed in:  
seminar  
presentation   
participation mark   
   
Listening   
By the end of this course students will have developed:  

• The ability to appropriately respond to tutor instructions and classmate contributions  
• The ability to distinguish the main points from a lecture or class presentation   

  
Assessed in:  
seminar  
presentation   
participation mark   

What we expect from you 

1. We expect you to attend classes and carry out the task that are set  
a. Your engagement and attendance is monitored and poor attendance and/ or not 

doing the online activities set, will be reflected in the mark that you are given for 
‘engagement and participation’  

b. If you are ill please, notify your teacher.  
c. If you have technical difficulties joining the class, please let your teacher know 

 
2. We expect you to join the ‘live classes’ on time. The sessions are open 15 minutes before 

the class starts so that you have plenty of time to get into the session. 
 

3. We expect you to submit assessed tasks on time. If for any reason, you think that you 
are unable to meet the deadline you must talk to your teacher before the deadline.  

 
a. If you do not have permission for a late submission, you will automatically lose 

a mark. So, for example if your tutor gives you a mark of 14 a mark of 13 will 
be recorded. 

b. Your tutor will not correct an assessed task that is more than 3 days late unless 
you have been given prior permission. 

 
4. We expect all work to be your own. Copying and pasting from the internet and using 

other students work is unacceptable. Similarly, asking someone else to write your 
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assignments will be considered as misconduct.  
a. Where we suspect plagiarism or misconduct for the first time your teacher 

will highlight the problem and give you the opportunity to rewrite. The 
highest score you can achieve in this instance is 9. 

b. Should there be a second instance, you will not have the opportunity to 
resubmit. 

c. A third instance of substantial plagiarism would result in an instant fail.  
d. Where there is a suspicion that the work that has been submitted is not your 

own, you will be asked to explain what you have written. If this is 
unsatisfactory, you will be asked to complete a written exam. 

 

Passing the course and obtaining an unconditional offer 

Pass 
To achieve a pass you must score an overall average of 10 (D2)** and 
No more than 1 written assessment at an 8 or below  
A minimum of 9 on the assessed seminar  
A minimum of 9 on the course participation and engagement  

  
Borderline pass  

1. Students who do not meet the above criteria may be given a borderline pass This will be 
established on a case by case basis by looking at your coursework, teachers comments and any 
language certificates that you hold 

  
2. Students will be given a borderline pass if they achieve an overall average of 9 (D3) and 

No more than 1 written assessment at an 8(E1) or below  
A minimum of 9 on the assessed seminar  
A minimum of 9 on the course participation and engagement  
 
** All assessments are marked on a common assessment scale out of 22.  

 
What should I do if I pass? 
You do not need to do anything; registry will be informed and your offer will be made unconditional  

 
What can I do if I fail the course? 
The Language Centre has a duty to you the student and to the University. We want to be sure that 
you have the language and skills to study effectively at the University of Aberdeen. Research at 
other institutions indicates that students with poor language and study skills suffer an 
unacceptable level of stress trying to keep up with their studies and many eventually drop out. We 
are therefore very strict about English language entry requirements and we will not admit students 
who are below the required level. Once we have issued the results we are unable to: 

• Change the results  
• Offer a resit 

 
 
If you fail the course the following options are open to you, please consider them carefully. 
Language Centre staff are unable to offer you any other options than those offered below: 

 
 

1. Sit an exam to meet the language requirements  
 

You can find a full list of exams that are accepted by the University here: 
 
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/international/english-requirements.php 
 
2. Some courses in the University of Aberdeen have a January start. 

You may be able to defer your offer until January and spend more time studying English. 
See below for lists of courses that start in January: 

 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/international/english-requirements.php
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/january.php 
 

3. You can repeat the pre-sessional course that you have just completed. 
We offer the same 10 week and 5 week courses between October and December.  

 
 

Complaints and Appeals 

 
Complaints  
We take complaints and criticisms seriously. If you are unhappy with any aspect of the course, 
please talk to someone as soon as possible. If you feel unable to talk about your issue with your 
tutors, you can e-mail one of the following people : 

 
Julie Bray:  j.bray@abdn.ac.uk 
Alison McBoyle:  a.mcboyle@abdn.ac.uk 
 
What is an appeal?  
Relates to academic decisions such as progress onto your degree programme but not: 

  
X     Changing Individual marks  
X     Changing decisions about progression based on personal circumstances 
 
You should make your appeal before the end of the final week of your course. You should make 
your appeal to Julie bray j.bray@abdn.ac.uk  and outline the following information  

   
• What it is that you are appealing against   
• Why you feel that an academic decision was unfair   
• What evidence you have to support your appeal  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/january.php
mailto:j.bray@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:a.mcboyle@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:j.bray@abdn.ac.uk
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