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Abstract
In this dissertation I examine what wilder farming could realistically look like in Morvern, Argyll, the peninsula where I live. I explore the complex viewpoints held by those who influence land use in this remote area.
I carried out a qualitative case study, speaking to 17 stakeholders: estate owners, managers, stockmen, shepherds, and advisers. Wilder farming was deliberately framed as an open concept, encouraging stakeholders to articulate their own interpretations of my questions rather than respond to well-known terms such as sustainable or regenerative farming. 
The findings can be grouped into four areas. First, stakeholders felt financial support for transitions and practicing of wilder farming needed to meet clear criteria: to be predictable, guaranteed for multiple years, and to empower farmers and landowners to achieve targets. Second, landscape level constraints on farming visions were identified. These are red deer densities, changes in climate, bracken expansion, tick burdens, and Molinia dominance. Third, a knowledge gap within farming communities emerged, relating to observation-based stockmanship, peer-to-peer learning and understanding of holistic grazing plans.
Fourth, livestock breeds came through as important pillars of identity for farmers. The suitability of native breeds for addressing ecological targets became clear too. Within this, transhumance, once central to Morvern’s farming culture, was seen by those I interviewed as relevant for the 21st century, but as ecological tool and not a general model for farming.


