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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

PRESENT APPOINTMENTS
Professor of Law 


Emerita, from 1 September 2020 

Appointed Professor 1 August 2009 (previously Senior lecturer from 1 December 1992)
Seconded to Vice Principal from 1 August 2011, Professor 0.3fte from August 2017 – July 2018, 1.0 FTE Jul 2018 – August 2020.
Specialist in Evidence, Civil Justice (especially in family and mental health contexts) and Dispute Resolution, duties over recent years include

Teach Critical Legal Thinking and Scholarship to taught Masters students and Empirical Research techniques to PhD students
Teach Dispute Resolution to Undergraduate students levels 1-4

Teach Family Law to Undergraduate students  level 2
Assess Honours and Taught Masters dissertations

Supervise research student (ten supervised to successful completion) 

PhD examiner (in dispute resolution, evidence and procedures, shariah laws)
Personal Tutor for 22 Law students
Interim Temporary line manager for 6 law staff
Academic author, e.g. Ross, Chalmers and Callander, The Law of Evidence in Scotland (Routledge, 5th edition, 600pp, 2020). 

Member, Regulatory Appeals Committee, Law Society of Scotland, 2019-
PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS

Vice Principal People Strategy, October 2016 – 31 July 2018 (0.7fte from August 2017).  

As University Vice Principal, full member of senior management groups and of multiple strategic level committees relating to learning and teaching, research, major projects involving estate, capital and new investment on campus and abroad including:-   

Chair of Academic Promotions Sub-Committees

Deputising for Principal externally and internally

Mentor for female academics interested in leadership

Member of Rectorial Election Committee, and chair of Rectorial Election Appeal Hearing
Member of Negotiation Committees with Campus Unions

Leadership in reviewing and developing – Framework of Academic Expectations; Reward Strategy; Employee Engagement Strategy; Athena SWAN submissions, Stress Management

Institutional Coordinator for Aurora Universities Network, launched October 2016, until 2018
Vice Principal and Head of College of Arts and Social Sciences, appointed 1 September 2011, reappointed from 1 September 2014- 31 August 2017

Led the College comprising schools of Business (until August 2015); Divinity, History and Philosophy; Education; Language and Literature; Law; and Social Sciences 

Budget holder for the College

Partnership and liaison with other College Heads, Directors and professional teams across the University. 

Supported internationalisation, alumni relations, external relations, donor relations and industry engagement. Commissioned external review of international PGT portfolio in 2011-12.
Chair of selection committees for all academic posts in College at lecturer, senior lecturer and reader. 

Member of selection committees for all College Chairs, Heads of School, College Directors, and University Secretary, University Librarian, Director of Health, Safety and Well-bring, CEO of Student Association, Head of Counselling Service 

Chair of College Promotions Sub-Committee

Head of School of Law, 2008 – 2011

Line manager for academic, academic related and support staff, c 50 plus 60 adjuncts; 

Leadership for community of 1200 students 

Promoting Law School internationally and nationally with alumni, prospective partners in research and in legal business environments

Identifying and exploring collaborative opportunities across schools within CASS and in other Colleges
Member of Law School Executive, 2006-2008, Deputy Head of School of Law, 2000-2004, 
Senior Lecturer in Law, 1992 - 2009 

Convenor of Law School Examination Boards  2004-2008

Adviser of Studies: DLP 1992 - 2008, LLB from 2007-2008

Joint Admissions Selector for DLP Programme 1992-2008

PG admissions selector from 1999- 2002

Convenor, Law Faculty teaching committee 1994-1997

Coordinator, Diploma in Legal Practice Programme 1992 – 1995

Scottish Client Counselling Competitions 1993 and 2004; organiser and fund-raiser 

International Client Counselling Competition, Brisbane 1996, Las Vegas 2009; fund-raiser and coordinator/tutor for Aberdeen team representing Scotland

Experience of course and programme design and development, and teaching in lectures, seminars, tutorials; examining; supervising; skills tuition, coordinating of courses marked *.

Access to Legal Studies (pre-LLB level) 

LLB:-  Evidence*, Evidence Honours*, Alternative Methods of Dispute Resolution*, Legal Argument

DLP:-  Criminal Procedure*, Civil Procedure*, Professional Ethics, Practice and Conduct*, Dispute Resolution Elective

LLM:- Criminal Evidence and Proof*, Oil and Gas Contracting

PhD and LLM by research:- 


   Supervise and examine postgraduate students 

(1 supervisee at present, 9 supervised to completion, examiner for 10 internal and 6 external)

Professional Competence Course for Trainee Lawyers:- Interviewing; Civil Advocacy
Other teaching experience in Aberdeen

Women and Cultural History (for Cultural History)

Gendering Violence (for Medicine and Women’s Studies) 

Summer School with Law Schools of Maryland/Baltimore: courses on criminal justice, evidence, dispute resolution, health law
Visiting Professorships

EU Intensive Teaching Programme, University of Deusto, Bilbao (International commercial transactions) 2007 

Judges Training Colleges, China, 2006 (Evidence)

University of Indiana, School of Public and Environmental Affairs, Bloomington 2004 (Dispute resolution)

University of Indiana, School of Law, Indianapolis, 2004 (Dispute resolution)

University of Maryland School of Law 1995 (Dispute resolution)

University of Baltimore School of Law 1995 (Dispute resolution)

Other selected university roles
Present 

Vice Chair, Fitness to Practice Committee for Degrees in Medicine and Dentistry
Previous (to date of retirement end August 2020))
Nominee Trustee, Aberdeen International Youth Festival

Member, Redundancy Committee

Court-appointed member of Student Disciplinary Panel; acting as Investigating Officer (i.e. determining breaches and penalties above School level) and as member of Disciplinary Panel in cases under the Code of Practice on Student Discipline

Court appointed member of Staff Disciplinary Panel; acting as tribunal member in a dismissals 

Student Appeals and Complaints procedure 2010-2011, member of review team in Kaizen Blitz, then proposed and spoke to the reforms through University Committees 

Member of Joint Advisory Committee on Redundancy Avoidance 2009-2011

Member of search and appointments committee for University Principal, 2009

Elected member of senate from 2000 -2008 (from 2008 became ex officio member) 

Member of University Court as elected Senate Assessor 2004-2007

Court Effectiveness Review Group, 2006 member

Mediator in academic staff disputes 

University Postgraduate Graduate Officer and Member Academic Standards Committee (PG), 1999-2002

Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland

2002-2007 Vice Chair

1999-2007 Part-time Commissioner (legal) appointed by Her Majesty the Queen (served two 4 year terms)
Independent Tribunal Service 

1993-1997 Part-time Chairman, Child Support Appeal Tribunals, appointed by the Lord President, Chief Judge in Scotland 

Campbell Connon, Solicitors, Aberdeen

1992 -2006 Consultant 

1984 -1992 Partner (general court practice)
1981 Admitted as Solicitor and Notary Public 

1979-1981 Apprentice solicitor
While in practice tutored part-time at Aberdeen University 1980-1991
EDUCATION/PROFESSION
University of Aberdeen, Faculty of Law, 1975 –1979


LLB (Hons) First Class 


Cruickshank Prize for Best Honours Graduand 1979

Solicitor in Scotland, Notary Public (non-practising); Advocate in Aberdeen 

PUBLICATIONS/
PUBLICATIONS
Books and Reports
2020, Ross M, Chalmers J & I Callander, Walker & Walker: The Law of Evidence in Scotland 5th Edn (Routledge Publishing) 

2015, Ross M & Chalmers J, Walker & Walker: The Law of Evidence in Scotland 4th Edn (Routledge Publishing)

2010, Ross M & Bain D, with DTZ, In-court Mediation Pilot Projects, Scottish Government Social Research, 83pp (138 with appendices), ISBN 978 0 7559 7883 0, available at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/04/22091346/0
2010, Hammond M (ed Ross M), The Student Guide to Mooting, Dundee University Press, 96pp ISBN 9781845861131 

2009, Ross M & Chalmers J, Walker & Walker: The Law of Evidence in Scotland 3rd Edn (Tottel Publishing),  579pp + , ISBN 978 1 84592 165 1

2009, Ross M, Bleichner S & Reid L, Tribunal Training in Scotland, Scottish Government, Courts and Constitution Analytical Team, Justice Analytical Services 66 pp, ISBN 978 0 559 7383, available at www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/01/21145945/0 

2008, Sharp L & Ross M, The Vulnerable Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2004 (Dundee University Press), 83 pp + ISBN  978-1-84586-045-5

2000, Ross M (with Chalmers J) Walker & Walker: the Law of Evidence in Scotland 2nd Edn (T&T Clark), (3/29 chapters contributed by Chalmers), 550pp + c, ISBN 0 567 00562 3 (Reviews at 2001 32 SLT (News) 278, (2001) 46 JLSS 45,  2001 SLG 171)

.

Book chapters
2018, Ross M & Allan V, ‘‘Dispute Management and Resolution’ in Oil and Gas Law: Current Practice and Emerging Trends 3rd Ed Vol 2 (eds Gordon, Paterson & Usenmez, Edinburgh University Press)

2011, Ross M, ‘Dispute Management and Resolution’ in Oil and Gas Law: Emerging Trends 2nd Ed (eds Gordon, Paterson & Usenmez, Dundee University Press)

2007, Ross M, ‘Dispute Management and Resolution’ in Oil and Gas Law: Emerging Trends (eds Gordon & Paterson, Dundee University Press) 

2006, Ross M, ‘The Impact of Mental Disorder’ Part 8 (5 chapters) in Mental Health, Incapacity and the Law in Scotland  (Main author Patrick, Tottel Publishers)

2006, Ross M, ‘Mediation in Scotland: an Elusive Opportunity’ Global Trends in Mediation (2nd Ed Alexander, Kluwer Law International).

2003, Ross M, ‘Mediation in Scotland: an Eluded Opportunity’ Global Trends in Mediation (ed Alexander, Verlag Dr Otto Schmidt Publishers)

2002, Ross M, ‘The Legal Framework of Caring’ in Reconceptualising Work with Carers (ed Stalker, Jessica Kingsley Publishers)  pp177-195 1 84310 118 1

2002, Ross M, ‘Mediation in Scotland: an Eluded Opportunity’ Studies in UK Law: United Kingdom Comparative Law Series Vol 21, (ed Bell, UK National Committee of Comparative Law in assoc. with the British Institute of International & Comparative Law), 0-904281-17-5

2001, Ross M, ‘Adoption in the 21st Century’ in Family  Dynamics (ed Scoular, Butterworths), 0 406 93239 5 

1997 Ross M, ‘Resolution of Commercial Disputes’ in Scots Commercial Law (ed Forte, Butterworths); 1-25, 0406 891648

1996, Ross M, ‘Women and the Law’ in Women and Higher Education, Past, Present & Future 263-266 (and edited Section 6 pp267-294), Aberdeen University Press, 1-85752-260-5

Looseleaf contributions and updates

1996-2003 Ross M, ‘Family Mediation’ in Butterworths’ Scottish Family Law Service;  447-454;  0-406-01356-X 

1994-2003, Ross M, ‘Divorce’, Butterworths’ Scottish Family Law Service; 649-771;  0-406-01356-X 1997

Papers in Refereed Journals and published conference materials

(under review) 2021, Ross M, ‘Designing mediation for Scottish Civil Courts: Options and Opportunity’, Journal of Strategic Contracting and Negotiation
2021, Ross M,  ‘Embedding Mediation in Scottish Civil Justice – Riding the tide for a cultural shift?’ (2021) 40(1) CJQ 41-68.
2020, Ross M, Review of Scottish Feminist Judgements, (2021) 25.1 Edinburgh Law Review, 131 
2009, Ross M, ‘Commercial Actions and Jackson v Hughes Dowdall’, 2009 Edinburgh Law Review, 306-311, ISSN 1364-9809

2004, Ross M, ‘Mediating in the Shadow of Civil Procedural Law in Scotland: Away from 'Nursing Wrath' towards Nurturing Choice’ in  Resolution and Resilience in New York, Proceedings of the American Bar Association Dispute Resolution Conference 

(this paper won the Conference prize for Highest Quality Original Materials,  has been provided on request to the Gill Review on Civil Justice and is cited extensively in Clark & Dawson ‘ADR and Scottish Commercial Litigators: a Study of Attitudes and Experience" C.J.Q 2007, 26(APR) 228-249)

2003 Ross M, ‘The Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000: A Long and Winding Road’, 2003 Edinburgh Law Review 225-232 ISSN 1364-9809

2000 Ross M, ‘Procedures for Complaint against Counsel in the United Kingdom: Internal purification versus external vindication’, 2000 19 Civil Justice Quarterly 405-431; 0261-9261 

1998 Ross M, ‘Reforms in Family Proceedings in the Sheriff Court: Raising Conflicts in Civil Justice?’  1998 Contemporary Issues in Law 1-16; ISSN 1357-0374

1997 Ross M, ‘Financial provision on divorce: Shifting sands and murky waters’ 1997 Scottish Law and Practice Quarterly; 123-137; 1360-7782

1997 Ross M, ‘Attitudes to sexual orientation in Adoption Law: T Petitioners’ Edinburgh Law Review Vol 1, No 3, 10-21; 1364-9809 

1996: Ross M & Enoch Y, ‘Complaints Against Solicitors: A Comparative Study of the solicitors’ complaints procedures in Scotland, England and Wales and Northern Ireland’ Part 1 Scottish Law and Practice Quarterly; 145-158; 1360-7782 

1996: Ross M & Enoch Y, ‘Complaints Against Solicitors: A Comparative Study of the solicitors’ complaints procedures in Scotland, England and Wales and Northern Ireland’ Part 2 Scottish Law and Practice Quarterly; 216-223; 1360-7782 

1996: Ross M & Enoch Y, ‘Complaints Against Solicitors: A Comparative Study of the solicitors’ complaints procedures in Scotland, England and Wales and Northern Ireland’ Part 3 Scottish Law and Practice Quarterly; 331-339; 1360-7782 

1995: Ross M, ‘Legal Education and training in Tomorrow’s Europe; European Review of Private Law; pp. 515-517 , 0928-9801 

1995: Ross M & McKenzie D, ‘Financial Support for the Child in Disputed Parentage Cases’;Juridical Review; 166-177, 0022-6785 

Articles in professional journals

2006, Ross M, ‘Mental Health Tribunals: take another look’, Journal of the Law Society of Scotland, 51(3), pp.20-22. 
2004, Ross M, ‘Keep the eye on the ball’, Journal of the Law Society of Scotland, 49(11), pp.36-37
1995, Ross M, ‘Adoption and the Children (Scotland) Act 1995’, Journal of The Law Society of Scotland, 395-399, 0458-8711

1995, Ross M, ‘Parental Rights after Adoption’; Journal of The Law Society of Scotland; 301-305, 0458-8711 

1994, Ross M, ‘Reasonable Parenting - The Borders of Acceptability’, 1994, Family Law Bulletin
1994, Ross M, ‘K Petitioners’ (Casenote) 1994, Family Law Bulletin.

1993, Ross M & Wheeler J, ‘Reparation and Mediation’, 1993 Scots Law Times (News) 365; 0 414 01199 6

SELECTED CONFERENCE/SEMINAR/CPD PRESENTATIONS
2018, Keynote, ‘Impact of Technology on the student experience with particular reference to Mental Health’ in BILETA International Conference, Digital Futures: places and people, technology and data, University of Aberdeen.
2016, Keynote ‘Culture and People: Disciples of Change- small steps of many people’ in Lean International Conference, People, Culture and Lean in Higher Education University of Stirling 
2015 & 2014, ‘Dealing with Vulnerable Witnesses and technology’, Judicial Institute for Scotland

2010, ‘Evaluation of in-court mediation pilots’, to audience invited by Scottish Government, Civil and Analytical Division, Edinburgh
2010, Dispute Resolution in Repatriation of Cultural Property, chair and discussant, joint international conference of Anthropology and Law, Aberdeen
2009, ‘The Justice System in Scotland’, Grampian Racial Equality Council Conference for minority groups and their advisers, Aberdeenshire.
2009, Keynote ‘Legal Education in a Rocky Landscape: Scotland the Brave?’, UK Centre for Legal Education Conference, Edinburgh
2008, ‘Mediating Grievances and Complaints’, for UCU Aberdeen

2006, ‘Mediation in Mixed Legal Systems’, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

2006, ‘Evidence Law and Procedure in Scotland’  to Judicial Training Colleges/Judiciary in Beijing, Shanghai and X’ian. 

2005, ‘Principled Mental Health Legislation’, Royal College of Psychiatrists National Training Conference, Aberdeen.

2004, ‘Principled Mental Health Legislation in the UK’, University of Liverpool IMLAB conference (Sponsored by Modern Law Review) 

2004, ‘Mediating in the Shadow of Civil Procedural Law in Scotland: Away from 'Nursing Wrath' towards Nurturing Choice’ American Bar Association Dispute Resolution Conference, New York 

2004, ‘Mediating in the Shadow of Civil Procedural Law in Scotland, SPEA, University of Indiana Bloomington; School of Law, University of Indiana Indianapolis

2003 ‘Images of childhood in law: A matter of presumption’, John Darling Lecture Series, University of Aberdeen

2003 ‘Safeguards in Mental Health and Disability’ CPD North 
2002, ‘Negotiation Styles and Strategies’,  CPD North 

2000, ‘Alternative Methods of Dispute Resolution’, for CPD North

1999, ‘Ethical Dilemmas in Family Law’, for CPD North

1998, ‘Negotiating Financial Provision on Divorce’, for CPD North

1997, International commercial arbitration and dispute resolution, Symposium on International Commercial law, University of Baltimore, 

1996, ‘Children’s Evidence’, Royal College of Psychiatrists, Scottish Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Section, Academic Meeting
1994, ‘Confidentiality and Young People - Legal Aspects’, Towards Health 2000, Health Promotions.

1994, ‘Women, The Family and The Law’, Women and Higher Education Conference, University of Aberdeen- Co-ordinator of Women and Law Panel.

RESEARCH PROJECTS AND GRANTS

2008, Scottish Funding Council Knowledge Exchange on Public Policy in Scotland (£70000) PI for capacity building project in Civil Justice involving Scottish Government, University of Edinburgh (Public Policy Dept), and Law Schools of Strathclyde, Stirling, and Dundee

2008 Scottish Government Funding (£15000) to Research Tribunal Training in Scotland (PI)

2007 Scottish Government Funding (£60000) to Evaluate the Pilot Mediation Projects at Glasgow and Aberdeen Sheriff Courts (PI)

Consultant to Robert Gordon University on Scottish Office funded project into the operation of Child Welfare Hearings, 2001.

Aberdeen University Faculty of Social Sciences and Law - “ Alternative Dispute Resolution Processes within the Offshore Oil Industry, 1998

Aberdeen University Research Committee - "The Role of the Non-Lawyer in Criminal Justice",  April 1993 to March 1994; Complaints procedures within the Regulatory Organisations of Professions in the United Kingdom, September 1994 to September 1995

SELECTED CAREER DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

Entrepreneurial Universities Leadership Programme, 2016

Safety Training for Senior Executives, 2016 (independently examined)

Media Training, 2015

Head of School Development Programme with Pinsett Masons 2015

Women in Leadership: At the Crossroads 2014

Unconscious Bias, 2014

Freedom of Information, 2013

Difficult Conversations, 2013

Redundancy, 2012, Workforce Planning 2009
Identifying and managing stress in staff, University of Aberdeen, 2009

International Leadership Development Programme, University of Aberdeen 2008-2009 (included institutional level fact-finding visits to University of Melbourne and National University Singapore, and discussions with TMC Singapore)

Effective Strategic Planning and Performance Management (Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland with Strathclyde Business School), 2006

Seminar for New Governors (Leadership Foundation for Higher Education), London, 2005

Certificate in Teaching Advocacy Skills (National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Harvard Law School) 2004  (funded by award from Clark Foundation on Legal Education)

Mediator Training and Accreditation (Core Solutions Group) 2003-2004

“On Board” Training for Members of Public Bodies in Scotland (CIPFA and Scottish Executive) 2003

Training course for university managers (Universities Scotland) 2001

Ethical Review of Clinical Research (Association of Independent Clinical Research Contractors and University of Wales Centre for Philosophy and Healthcare), Cambridge, 1998
EXTERNAL APPOINTMENTS
Education/Academic
External examiner at Taught Masters and UG levels:- Strathclyde, Glasgow, Glasgow Caledonian, NUI Galway, Edinburgh and Dundee 
PhD examiner Glasgow; SOAS, University of London 

External Reviewer for Law Internal Teaching Review, University of Edinburgh, 2004
Law Society of Scotland, Convenor of Board of Examiners 1996- 2000, 

External assessor for Law Chair appointments (including Regius chair) in Glasgow, Strathclyde and Dundee

Member, Diploma in Legal Practice Co-ordinating Committee for Scotland, 1992 -2006

Member, Joint Standing Committee on Legal Education 

Convenor, Law Society’s working party on Special Entrants to the Profession, 2001-2004
Joint Project lead, designing qualifying degrees for law for Law Society of Scotland Legal Education and Training Reforms, 2007-2008

External Peer Reviewer for Wellcome Trust, Edinburgh Law Review , Journal of Private International Law, Scottish Law and Practice Quarterly, Child and Family Law Quarterly

Advisory and Governance

Chair of Council, St Margaret’s School for Girls, 2017 – present

Burgess of Guild of the City of Aberdeen, 2017 – present (nominee of the Lord Dean of Guild and of an alumna and university donor)

Member of Scottish Civil Justice Council, Family Law Committee 2013- 2016, appointed by Lord President, Chief Judge in Scotland
Counselling and Family Mediation Grampian (renamed Avenue from July 2011), Director from April 2008 to 2014, Chair 2009-2010, Director and Chair, Family Mediation Grampian, Charity in Scotland and Company Limited by Guarantee, 2003 until merger in 2008
Member, Scottish Mediation Register Standards Board from 2008 -2011
Member, Law Society of Scotland Access to Justice Committee from 2005-2008
Grampian Research Ethics Committee (the Joint Research Ethics Committee of Aberdeen University and Grampian Health Board) Chairman (from October 1998 to June 2000), Vice-Chairman (from January 1998), Member (from June 1997)

Expert Adviser to Justice 2 Committee of Scottish Parliament on Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill, 2006 

Member of Aberdeen Advisory Board for SACRO Community Mediation 2003-2008
Member of Advisory Board to Clark Foundation for Legal Education, 2004 - 2013

3

