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Dear John

APM Academic Reaccreditation — University of Aberdeen MSc Project Management

We are pleased to confirm that your application for APM Academic Reaccreditation of the School of
Engineering’s MSc Project Management has been successful.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that ongoing accreditation is conditional upon the
receipt of an Annual Report for and the payment of an annual fee, which will become due in
November 2023. A full reaccreditation will be due in November 2025. The forms will be sent out to
you nearer the time, but in the meantime, if you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate
to contact us.

Many congratulations on your achievement and thank you for assisting our Assessor during the
assessment.

Yours sincerely

Cheryl Brownlie
Accreditation/QMS Manager

Association for Project Management UK member
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Assessor report
Association for

APM ACCIdemiC ACCI‘edithion Project Management

Please complete the digital form and return by email.
All contact details are on the back page.

Section 1: Institution details
Institution name University of Aberdeen
Faculty N/A
Department/division School of Engineering
Name of course/module to be accredited MSc Project Management

Institution contact

Title Mr First name John

Surname Cavanagh

Section 2: Course validation

Has the course/module been internally validated? Yes |:| No
Is the course/module externally validated by QAA or equivalent? Yes |:| No
Have there been any changes during the lifetime of the course, module or Yes D No
framework that impact on the coverage of the APM Body of Knowledge?

If yes, please provide the date and details of the change

As noted on the reaccreditation application form, since the last accreditation the MSc Project Management course has
moved from a 3 year/2 semester delivery to a 2 year/3 semester delivery.

The mix of modules remains the same although some course codes and titles have changed.

'Project Management Essentials 1' is now known as 'Project Management Fundamentals'.

'Project Management Essentials 2' is now known as 'Delivering Successful Projects’.
Section 3: APM engqgement

Does the evidence presented demonstrate the required level of engagement
: Yes No
with us?

Assessor comment

The 'APM Student Pack' is made available to students via the Project Management MSc organisation in the virtual learning
environment.

Mr Cavanagh attends Aberdeen Chapter meetings and as a consequence they have had an online presentation to their
students about the APM. An APM announcement relating to its "Thinking about a future career in project management?
Here’s how APM can help" event on the 15th March 2023 was actually received by the assessor whilst engaging with the
university's VLE.
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Academic Accreditation Assessor report

Section 4: The course/module assessment
Does the evidence presented demonstrate sufficient alignment to the Yes |:| No
APM Body of Knowledge?

Assessor comment

The assessor confirms that the information presented within and with the application demonstrates that more than 50%

coverage of the APM Body of Knowledge 7th Edition content has been achieved with every section comprehensively
evidenced.

Through access to the course VLE, the mapping of the module content to the APM Body of Knowledge 7th Edition was
confirmed, with teaching materials being sampled across the course and three modules reviewed in detail. The assessor is
comfortable that the APM Body of Knowledge 7th Edition sections highlighted in the application have been covered within
the curriculum. The modules reviewed in detail are:

EG 50PS Portfolio Project Management

EG 5950 Budgets and Financial Control

EG 5564 Quality Systems and Risk Management

The teaching materials submitted as part of the re-accreditation application are appropriate and relevant.

© 2022 Association for Project Management



Academic Accreditation

Section 5: Assessor recommendation
Accept for accreditation |:| Accept with conditions
lan Smith

Assessor name

Signature (please type your signature in here)

lan Smith

© 2022 Association for Project Management

Assessor report

Does not meet the criteria

Date (pb/mMMm/YYYY)

n/w/m%
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We are the only chartered membership
organisation for the project profession

Completed forms to:
accreditation@apm.org.uk
For queries regarding Academic Accreditation, please

contact the Accreditation Department: Tel: 0845 4581944
or Email: accreditation@apm.org.uk
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	Text205: As noted on the reaccreditation application form, since the last accreditation the MSc Project Management course has moved from a 3 year/2 semester delivery to a 2 year/3 semester delivery. 

The mix of modules remains the same although some course codes and titles have changed. 

'Project Management Essentials 1' is now known as 'Project Management Fundamentals'.
'Project Management Essentials 2' is now known as 'Delivering Successful Projects'.

During Covid it was found necessary to move from a mixture of continuous assessment and in person exams to mostly continuous assessment with a small number of timed online exams. The change was seen to be beneficial and is now used as the assessment strategy for the course.  It was also felt appropriate to reduce the amount of assessment, an observation of the assessor at the previous reaccreditation in 2020.  These changes fall within the Quality Assurance processes of the university.

Teaching materials have also been updated for the following modules: 

EG595B Commercial and Contractual Issues, 
EG50PS Portfolio Project Management, 
EG 5950 Budgets and Financial Control 
EG5564 Quality Systems and Risk Management

There have been changes to the teaching staff with Kourosh Bassiti and Jim Littlefair leaving and Professor Greg Gordon, the Head of the Law School, teaching half of CCI, Clive Randall MBA, an external tutor, teaching the other half of CCI and Georgia Brown, a lecturer in the Business School, teaching Portfolio and Project Management and Budgets and Financial Control.
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	Text204: The 'APM Student Pack' is made available to students via the Project Management MSc organisation in the virtual learning environment.

Mr Cavanagh attends Aberdeen Chapter meetings and as a consequence they have had an online presentation to their students about the APM. An APM announcement relating to its "Thinking about a future career in project management? Here’s how APM can help" event on the 15th March 2023 was actually received by the assessor whilst engaging with the university's VLE.

Students have been encouraged to submit a team for the annual APM Scottish Project Challenge and to make online presentations on their individual projects via the Aberdeen Chapter but this has not proved to be popular which may be as a result of the online nature of the course with students from various parts of the world.
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	Text208: The assessor confirms that the information presented within and with the application demonstrates that more than 50% coverage of the APM Body of Knowledge 7th Edition content has been achieved with every section comprehensively evidenced.

Through access to the course VLE, the mapping of the module content to the APM Body of Knowledge 7th Edition was confirmed, with teaching materials being sampled across the course and three modules reviewed in detail. The assessor is comfortable that the APM Body of Knowledge 7th Edition sections highlighted in the application have been covered within the curriculum.  The modules reviewed in detail are:  
EG 50PS Portfolio Project Management 
EG 5950  Budgets and Financial Control 
EG 5564  Quality Systems and Risk Management

The teaching materials submitted as part of the re-accreditation application are appropriate and relevant.
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