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How does the course work? Case study area:

Cairngorms National Park
Level 3 course for 20-30 students Grouse moor

Explores the conflicts between bl alogement
conservation and other land uses National Parks
Key topics addressed through site visits

around the Cairngorms National Park Ecological s
Interact with land managers from restoration  gau WA
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Beaver re-introduction

How do we replicate the field How do we assess student
course online? engagement online?

One key topic each day
Relevant materials provided on Blackboard
(papers, articles, podcasts, clips)
Open ended questions encourages deeper

A | Makes many posts; consistent evidence of researching topic; widens

FEfIECtlon d nd Crltlcal anad IYSIS scope of discussion through insightful comments and critical analysis
Posting on a da||y diSCUSSiOn bOa rd for each topic; considerable interaction with class members.
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helping save Scottish Villages & Towns From Flooding™ is somewhat contradictory to the situation with American/Canadian beavers C.canadensis which
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fa C I I I ta te S p e e r I n t e ra Ct I O n ) fu rt h e r are prone to cause damage and a variety of lethal and non-lethal methods are required to control this (Taylor and Singleton, 2014). I think that this would

suggest that there is a potential for conflict to occur but if this is properly managed, in the right areas, then this can be minimised

Sample student answer (A grade)

Amazingly, if you type “Beavers & Flooding™ into news search engines, then you get dozens of articles calling for beavers to be incorporated into flood
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re S e a rc 1 a n d n e W p e rS p e Ct I Ve S defences in the UK! This has come after a particularly bad bout of flooding in England and Wales this year. To me, if beavers can be utilised in this way,

then there is little reason to avoid bringing them back on a grander scale.

The big lesson for the future is that stakeholder discussion and the utilisation of social sciences approaches are the most valuable tool in the

G u e St S 3 e a ke rS fro m a ra n e Of reintroduction process for avoiding big conflicts and gaining successful outcomes. Nobody dislikes beavers, people dislike being left out of the
conversation.
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
O rga n I S a t I O n S p rOVI d e S O p p O rt u n It I e S tO Taylor, J. D. and Singleton, R. D. (2014) The evolution of flow devices used to reduce flooding by beavers: A review', Wildiife Society Bulletin. doi:
10.1002/wsb.363
e n ga ge Wit h p ra Ctit i O n e rS n I i n e sites/default/files/imee/nieuwesite/Winkel/ndf%20download/l 1itra%2046(21 Van%20Nen%20Berah%208%20Maneat 2003

How can online field courses contribute to resilient learning communities?

» Students gain a detailed understanding of complex
interdisciplinary issues

» Discussion boards encourage peer learning and
critical thinking

» Variety of media types (video clips, podcasts, journal
articles, reports, newspapers) aids engagement

» Posting on discussion boards improves skills in
writing and synthesising information

» Online materials can be used in combination with
the standard course format in future
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