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No, not the 'fantasy land'
of fiction's 007 but the real
secret wartime life of the
film-maker who perfected
the classic Bond formula
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socks .  These are  the  sor t  o f
th ings  tha t  wou ld  g tve  them
away.'

A f t e r  t h e  w a r .  H a r n i l t o n
became ass is ian t  d i rec to r  on
The Th i rd  Man (1949) .  wro te
and directed The Colditz Story
(1955)  and had the  chance to
direct the first Bond movie Dr
No (1962) .  But  fami ly  commi t -
menls precluded a long locaiion
shoot in Janraica.

When i t  came to  Go l r t l inBer ,
tbe third Bond movie. Hamilton
strl lggled [o persuade Connely,
-  now a  keen eo l fe r  -  tha t  a
go l f  ma ich  be iween Bond and
Goldfinger couid be €xciting.'Sean had never swung a golf
c lub  in  h is  l i fe  and thouEht  i t
was upper-class and not partic-
ularly interesting,' he said.

The lirst two Bond fi lms had
been b ig  h i i s  bu l  Go ld f inger
took  Bond 's  success  to  a  new
iDternational level and was one
of the highest-grossir)g fi lms in
America in 1965.

I INE of the elements o[the
I  l c lass ic  Bond fo rnu la .
I Ideveloped and reinforced
L-Ibv Hamilton in Goldnn-
V garl was Bond girls who

werejust as tough and indepen-
dent as 00? himself.

Iloney Ryder (Ursula Andress)
provided a template in Dr No,
but Hamilton took it further.
Pussy  Ga lore  (Honor .B lack-
man) was a worthy adversary.
And,  when i i  comes to  k iu ing
Goldfingel; Bond has a rival in
Til ly Masterson (Tania Mallet),
whose sister was smothered in
gold by Goldnngel:

T w o  o f  R o g e r  M o o r e ' s
Bond fi lms - Live and Let Die
( 1 9 7 3 )  a n d  T h e  M a n  w i t h  t h e
Golden Gun (1974)  were  a lso
directed by Hamilton.

W h i l e  B o n d  m a y  o w e  l i t t l e
directly to Hamilton's wartime
experiences, perhaps the Bond
girls and the Bond banter owe
something to Aberdeen.

Hamilton says: 'I rem€mber in
Aberdeen the fish sirls used to
take  the  rope and-  pu l l  us  in .
They were stronger, bigger and
lougher than all of my crew put
together. We used to tease ihem
and they teased us. Th(.y were
sDecial ladies-'- S p e c i a l ,  

y e s ,  b u t  U r s u l a
Andress, no.

a GrL\J Harli l tott discasses l l is
c qreer at Aberdeett Utri Dersit l l 's
K i r r g ' s  C o l l e g e  o n  A p r i l  2 8 .
Tickels are lree bul l i tniled.
Rddio Scollattd. uil l  broadcasl
tlrc elterl ilL MalJ.

Da l ly  Ma l l ,

bg Brion
Pendreigh

I H E  c o l d - e y e d  k i l l e r  i s- f - s i t t i n g  
n e x t  t o  J a m e s

I  Bond  i n  t he  passenge r
I  s e a t  o f  0 0 ? ' s  A s t o n
I  M a r t i n ,  w i t h  a  p i s t o l
I  point ing at  the Br i t ish

agent's head.
Bu l .  i n  an  i con i c  scene .  Bond ' s

nnger flicks open the top of the gear
stick and plesses a red buiton. The
roof flies open and his foe is hurtled
into obl iv ion,  a long wi th the now
legendary ejeclor seai.

F i lm d i rec to r  Guy Hami l ton ,  who
c r e a t e d  t h a t  l e g e n d a r y  s c e n e  i n
coldRnger, is the man widely credited
w i t h  p e r f e c l i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c  B o n d
lormula of guns, girls and gadgets,
exotic locations and darkly humorous
one-liners. After the 1964 nhn. with its
famous Aslon Martin DB5, he went
on to direct three subsequent Bond
lnovies.

But befbre he became a fi lm-maker,
H a m i l t o r l  h a d  a n o l h e r  c a r e e r ,
working with real-l i fe secret agents,
fenying them in a fast molor boat on
top secret and exiremely dangerous
t r ips  f rom h is  base in  Aberdeen to
Nazi-occupied Europe.

A warllme grouncling in espionage
might seem the perfect preparation
io r  a  James Bond n lov ie .  bu t
nothing could be fttrthef l) 'om
the t ru th .  accord ing  to  Hami l -
ton.

'My waltime expefences have
got nothing to do with Bond,'he
s a y s . ' J a m e s  B o n d  i s  f a n C a s y
Iand. '

S o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  g i r t s  a n d
exotic locations. But what ofthe
gadgets? Harnilton says that in
his war the equipment was far
more basic and prone to lail ing
al the most inconvenient t ime.

H a m i l t o n , 8 6 ,  n o w  l i v e s  i n
Majorca but later t lr is nronth hc
will retrrrn to AbercleeD lbr the
tirst t ime since VE Day to give a
talk on his l i fe.

As  a  young l ieu tenar l t  on  the
Roya l  Navy 's  Iv lo to r  Torpedo
Boat  718,  he  was one o f  the  Dren
respoDs ib le  io r  ge l t ing  spec ia l
o p e r a t i v e s  i l c r o s s  t h e  N o r [ h
Sea and Eng l ish  Channe l  and
depositiDg them behind enemy
l ines .  He persona l ly  accompa-
nied tlre rowing boat that took
t,he men lionr open water to the
shore.

O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  p r o b l e m s
wi th  a  rad io  meant  Hami l ton
and his returning crew simply
could noi l incl the mother ship
and were left behind in France.

wh i le  he  makes i t  sound l i ke
a  m i n o r  l n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  a s  a
Naval ofncer involved in cove$
opera t ions ,  s t randed in  Naz i
te r r i to ry  he  was l i v ing  James
Bond for real.

AMILTON quickly adds,
matter-of-tactly, that the
boat came back for him a
month latex Details of his
time on the run from the
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Gestapo have to be teased out
of him.

He says: 'They knew we were
Chere and they were running
around trying to nnd us. There
w a s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  F r e n c h
Resistance in Bilttany and I am
s t i l l  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o n e  o f
these people. I wouldn't be here
today if they hadn't looked after
us.

Hami l ton  and h is  men were
rnoved lrom place to place. On
o n e  o c c a s i 0 n ,  t h e  G e s t a p o
learned exactly where they were
hiding. While the cermans got a
local police ofncer to show them
the way, another gendarme took
a short cut to warn the Brit ish
crew.'By the tin)e they gol there
we were in tbe wooris,' lre says.

Hamilton joined the Navy in
1940 at ihe age of 18.'I was lucky to eventually join
the  ls th  MTB f lo t i l l a  and our
s p e c i a l i t y  w a s  d r o p p i n g  a n d
p ick ing .up  agent ,s  in  fo re ign
cllmes. ne sav-s.

He sailed oit of Dartmouth to
France and f rom Aberdeen to

Norway, feuying operatives and
picking up escaped POWS and
shot.down pilots.

O n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  t h e y
found themse lves  in  the  same
waters  as  enemy sh ips .  They
used sisnals to fool then in[o
lhinking they were on the same
side. But they also came under
nre.

Hami l ton  descr ibes  i t  in  h is
r s u a l  u n d e r s t a t e d  f a s h i o n -'Let's not get drmatic,'he says.'Everybody came undeL fire ...
we don't want to get too heaw
about this.'

R e t u r n i n g  f r o m  a  m i s s i o n ,
t h e y  h e a r d  n e w s  o f  V E  D a y
o n  t h e  r a d i o . ' W e  a r r i v e d  i n
Aberdeen and everybody was
drunk. There was nobodv in the
harbour  to  ca tch  the  rope, 'he
remembers.

He describes going into town,
where  the  famous mus ic -ba l l
e n t e r t a i n e r  W i l l  F y f f e  w a s
singing, of all things, I Belong to
Glasgow from the balcony of
one of the main hotels.

The director sees few similari-
t i e s  b e t w e e n  h i s  w a r t i m e
experiences and the exploits of
Bond. He says the secret agents
he worked wiih owed more to
the character of Hauy Palmel,
as f,rst played lly a bespectacled
Michae l  Ca ine  in  The lpcress
File in 1965.

The rea l  agents  were  brave,
bu t  fa l l ib le ,  l i ke  Pa lmer ,  says
H a m r l t o n ,  w h o  d i r e c t e d  t h c
s e c o n d  H a r r y  P a l m e r  f i l m ,
F\rneral in Berlin. in 1966.

T h e y  w e r e  s l r i p - s e a r c h e d
before  voyages because they
h a d  a  i e n d e n c y  l o  t a k e  o d d
souvenlrs with them - such as a
cinema stub - which would have
been diff icult to explain away
to Gestapo officers.

'The French were even more
awkward , '  he  revea ls . 'F rench
socks are absolutely awfil l  and
they wauld go to Woolworths
a n d  b u y  a  w o n d e r f u l  p a i r  o f
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Licensed to thrlll:
With Sean Connery
starring in
GoldflngeI dlrector
Guy Hamilton, below
left, took Eond's
SUCCeSS tO a new
international level
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