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Introduction
Located in the beautiful and 
historic surroundings of King’s 
College in Old Aberdeen, Divinity 
and Theology at Aberdeen 
combine the best of an ancient 
university with the best of 
contemporary, cutting edge 
research and teaching. 

Theological study and learning 
go back to the foundation of this 
university (1495), which is the
third oldest university in Scotland 
and fifth oldest in the UK. 

Today, Divinity and Theology 
degrees at Aberdeen concentrate 
on the study of Christian faith, 
life and doctrine in its historical,
philosophical, literary, institutional 
and contemporary contexts.

abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/divinity-religious-studies

Department of Divinity
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http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/divinity-religious-studies


4  |  DEPARTMENT OF DIVINITY

Pursuing Postgraduate Studies

What we offer
Programmes, 
Courses & Skillsets
MASTERS IN THEOLOGY (MTH)

Learning Mode
On campus

Qualification 
MTh, PgDip, PgCert

Study Mode 
Full-time and Part-time

Start Month 
September

Other Exit Points Include
> Postgraduate Diploma (120 credit points)
> Postgraduate Certificate (60 credit points).

Courses - Masters in Theology (Full-time) 

Optional Courses | Over Two Semesters
Each semester will have 60 course credits 
(2 courses), chosen from the following options:
• Topics in Systematic Theology: God, Christ, 
 and Salvation (30 credits)
• Great Thinkers in Theological Ethics (30 credits)
• Jewish History and Culture (30 credits)
• Recent Developments in New Testament 
 Studies (30 credits)
• Creation in Christian Ethics (30 credits)
• Topics in Systematic Theology: Spirit, Church,  
 and World (30 credits)
• Isaiah and the New Testament (30 credits)
• Significant Movements in Church History  
 (30 credits)
• Special Subject (30 credits)

Students may choose up to 30 credits (1 course) 
from the wide range of Divinity offerings at level 4.

Degree Specialisations
Choose either a specialist or a more generalist
study route. Depending on the combination of 
courses taken, students can graduate with either 
the more general Masters in Theology (MTh) or 
a specialist degree in one of the following 
subject areas:

• MTh Biblical Studies
• MTh Church History
• MTh Systematic Theology
• MTh Theological Ethics
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www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/
degree-programmes/1142/masters-in-theology

For more information please visit

Dissertation | Duration of the Programme
The dissertation course lasts for the duration of 
the programme with the most focused writing 
phase happening over the summer period.

MTh students will work directly with faculty 
members to complete a piece of original work 
in the Dissertation. The Dissertation is worth 
60 credits.

If you don’t wish to complete a Dissertation, 
other exit points include:

• Postgraduate Diploma (based on 120 credit  
 points, 90 of which must be at level 5), 

OR
• Postgraduate Certificate (based on undertaking 
 60 credit points, 40 of which must be at level 5).

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/1142/masters-in-theology
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/1142/masters-in-theology
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MASTERS IN THEOLOGY (MTh) IN MINISTRY STUDIES
Learning Mode
On campus

Qualification 
MTh, PgDip, PgCert

Study Mode 
Part-time

Start Month 
September & January

The University of Aberdeen has trained Christian
ministers since it was founded in 1495 by Bishop
William Elphinstone who devoted learning to 
‘the pursuit of truth in the service of others.’

The flexible Master of Theology in Ministry 
Studies programme has been designed to enable 
church leaders to reflect deeply upon the 
theology and practice of Christian ministry 
in today’s world. 

Learning Modes
Taught through intensive study weeks, 
preceded by guided reading and followed 
by online seminars.

Other Exit Points Include
> Postgraduate Diploma (120 credit points)
> Postgraduate Certificate (60 credit points).

Other Exit Points Include
> Postgraduate Diploma (120 credit points)
> Postgraduate Certificate (60 credit points).

Courses - Masters in Theology (Part-time) 

Compulsory Courses 
Each year you will take 60 course credits 
(2 courses) from the following:

• Patterns and Principles of Church Leadership
 Spiritual Formation
• Preaching: Exploring the Theology & Practice  
 of Christian Witness
• Christian Practices

Dissertation | Year 2 of the Programme
The dissertation course takes place during the 
second year of the programme .

MTh students will work directly with faculty 
members to complete a piece of original work
in the Dissertation. The Dissertation is worth 
60 credits.

If you don’t wish to complete a Dissertation, 
other exit points include:

• Postgraduate Diploma (based on 120 credit  
 points, 90 of which must be at level 5), 

OR
• Postgraduate Certificate (based on undertaking
 60 credit points, 40 of which must be at level 5).

www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/
degree-programmes/192/ministry-studies

For more information please visit

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/192/ministry-studies
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/192/ministry-studies
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MTh Programme
Dissertation
Supervisors 
Biblical Studies
Dr Nathaniel Greene 
Dr J Thomas Hewitt
Dr Katherine Hockey
Professor Grant Macaskill
Dr Sam Newington
Professor Joachim Schaper

Church History
Dr Marie Luise Ehrenschwendtner
Dr Kenneth Jeffrey
Professor John Behr

Systematic Theology
Dr Edward Epsen
Professor Tom Greggs
Professor Paul Nimmo
Dr Daniel Pedersen
Professor Phil Ziegler

Theological Ethics
Professor Brian Brock
Dr Robert Heimburger
Dr Mike Laffin

Practical Theology
Dr Katie Cross
Prof John Swinton
Dr Leon Van Ommen
Dr Kenneth Jeffrey 
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Enhancing your
Core Skills & Interests
Learning Modes
The courses you’ll take in the MTh programmes 
are designed to enhance your ability to 
communicate in person, encourage discussion, 
and to deliver key information to help you 
design and manage independent projects.

Your Ideas
Not all the courses will be of equal interest to 
you, and that’s ok! The Masters in Theology 
programme is flexible to allow your interests 
to guide what you study. 

Collaboration
Collaborating with faculty members through our 
courses and on your dissertation will keep your 
Masters Programme interesting to you, and help 
you hone the skills that you need or want the
most help with.
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What you’ll be
Learning 
Even as you acquire knowledge and skills specific 
to the study of Divinity, as a masters degree 
student you will also acquire readily transferrable 
skills such as:

• To identify key points and arguments,  
 synthesize important information, and have 
 an informed opinion
• Design and timeline a project; manage 
 a project; working independently
• Learn to communicate your ideas effectively
• Increased English language skills
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Financing Your Masters
Discounts, Grants,  
Scholarships & Loans
UNLIKE UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES, THERE ARE SEVERAL 
WAYS TO DEFER THE COST OF A MASTERS PROGRAMME.

Aberdeen Alumnus/a or Alumna discount
This is a 20% discount available for University of 
Aberdeen graduates on the full cost of a taught 
postgraduate programme and one year of a full 
time Masters by Research (two years for part time).

Grants and Scholarships
There are a variety of grants for postgraduate 
study. Among the grants available for postgraduate 
study, some may be aimed at international 
students e.g. Aberdeen Global Scholarship others 
by the topic you wish to study.

Loans
Loans are available for postgraduate degrees 
through government schemes. Check with your 
country of origin for availability.

https://www.carnegie-trust.org/award-schemes/st-andrews-society-of-new-york-scholarships/
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COVID Crisis
We know the 
current climate 
is unpredictable

Financial
And that money 
is on your mind

Trust
But we want to 
help you in your 
future career in 
the way that 
we can

Build
By honing and 
teaching you 
transferable skills 
and helping you 
fund your studies 

Excel
To help you 
succeed in 
whatever you 
do. 



MS:ITS SC1021

Get in Touch...
Dr Michael Laffin 
michael.laffin@abdn.ac.uk

www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-
taught/degree-programmes/1142/
masters-in-theology 

For administrative questions 
about your application contact:
dhp pgs@abdn.ac.uk 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/1142/masters-in-theology
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/1142/masters-in-theology
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/degree-programmes/1142/masters-in-theology

