ADAPTATION & RESILIENCE
- Song of the Ocean

What’s the problem?
Declining ocean health and sustainability is often
underplayed in the wider debate about climate
change and more needs to be done to raise
awareness of its important role in helping us to
tackle rising temperatures.
How did we do it?
We recruited scientists and members of the
public, passionate about the ocean to join us in a
musical performance, titled ‘Song of the Ocean’,
which aimed to raise awareness of the ocean’s
value role in tackling climate change and the
need for sustainable use. Initially performed in
Aberdeen, ‘Song of the Ocean’ was adapted into
an online performance and broadcast globally
- it includes participants from a wide range of
countries, which has helped to reinforce the
message about equitable sharing and to ensure
that no single country or region dominates the
conversation.  
Who was involved?
‘Song of the Ocean’ was composed by Professor
Paul Mealor, University of Aberdeen School of
Music, who is known for his work for the wedding
of Prince William and Kate Middleton. The words
are written by internationally acclaimed poet,

Dr Grahame Davies and informed by ocean
experts Marcel Jaspars and Abbe Brown,
professors at the University of Aberdeen
Law School and Department of Chemistry
respectively. Both Abbe and Marcel are
members of the Deep Ocean Stewardship
Initiative (DOSI), global network which advises
governments and international organisations
on the sustainable management of the deep
ocean.   
What’s happening next?
The piece was performed by an international
virtual choir drawn from the Deep Ocean
Stewardship Initiative network, as part of
the launch of the UNESCO Ocean Decade.
We aim to create a new form of science
communication, accessible to both public and
policy audiences.
We gathered a diverse and inclusive virtual
international choir (including signers), working
closely with an NGO (DOSI). The Song was
adopted as a UN Decade of Ocean Science
activity and has 5.8K hits on YouTube1.
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