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Alhhy Road Gdool was the scene early this
mdldelibanhodofrmndur-m by
suffragists. About half past 1 o'clock the police
reoeived hlmnthaltbenbodwouﬁn
The alarm ‘was given at the Fonthill Police
Station, and the Oumﬂ Fire Brigsde was at
obos summosed.

Ontbo‘mvﬂofthehntsde it was found
dutdu\rod ot the new buiidings at present in
oourse of erection at the rear of the main ..hool,
was on_fire, and flames were shooting upward,
and the outbreak appeared to be very serious. -

Fortunately the brigade ~had come fully
equipped, and although the distance of the affected
buildmgs - from - the street was consderable a.
hose was quickly rigged up and in a very short
time the fire was under cootrol. f

It was then dscovered that tho firing of the!
building had been Zeliberately planced. The!
building consists of two floors, designed for;
manual instruction and cookery, and on the up-’
per floor a search revealed that a fire had been
carefully laid below the ventilator. A small;
space was enclosed with bricks, and into it had;
been placed some jackets and other garments be-
longing to the workmen on the job, and these !
clothes had been liberally saturated with paraffin.
The first was neatly laid in a small heap, and 1n;
addition to the paraffin, shavinga and other in-
flammable material had been gathered together. !
Chief Constable Anderson entertains no doubt|
that a suffragist outrage has been committed. Ac-|
cess to the building is, of course, a comparatively!
easy matier, and the Ashley Road district ug
quiet and unfrequented during the night. There
are no doors om the uncompleted building, so
that npeither greas skill nor much daring was
Decessary oa the part of ihe incrndiary.

Any theory that the fire way have been caused
by carelessness or negligence on the part of the
workmen is disproved by the fact that they bave!
not been in the place for some time. That the]
fire had been lighted a considerable time before
it was discovered was evidenced by the progres
which it bad made apd by the damage u‘roughl!
before the brigade arrived. All who had any.
right to be in the building had left by 6 o'clock!
yesterday evening, and as nothing untoward had
been observed by the curetaker it is probable
tha: the outrage wa: committed about midnight,

The fire will entail considerable loes, although
no doubs this is covered by insurance. There are
no furnishings in the block, but the ovilins and
the roof will probably have to be entirely re |
nowed, and the damage may be put at £200 or
£300. In a senre. therefore, the plot was foiled
by the prompt action of the fire brigade. But for
this the whole fabrio. valued at £5000, would
have been destroyed, and the outbreak might
quite easily bave extended to the main school
building. !

Great alarm and intemme excitement prevailed |
in the neighbourbvood. A very anxious spectator
was Mr Carle, convener of the Buildings Commit-
tee of the School Board, who had been sum-
moned from bed. He went tirough the building
and satishede himself that the outbreak was the
work of  incendiarics.

The brgsde remained on the ground until all
possible danger was over, and subsequent search
discovered, in addition 1o the combustibles already
‘desoribed, several cuns which bad  contained
parafic, and which the autbors of the outrage
had left behmd them in aeheir flight. These cans
and agyeral other artidles were taken poesession
of by the police.

There is no direct clue to the identty of those
concerned in the fim~raieing.
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