“VOTES FOT’., WOMEN.”

Sir,—I fmd there scems some mrsunderstand
ing of the present agitation for * Votes for .
Women.”” Such misunderstanding, the brevity
Gt this battle-cry and of sundry resohitions’ 3
may not tend readily to remove.
 Therefore, may I be .permm.,ed to say through
your oolumns that I am in the ** Women's
Social and Political Union »  because, ‘accond-
ing to the words of its comstitution, it is sn
endeavour to secure for women the Parlie-

ment-arv vote ‘‘as it 8 or may be granted 1o
men "—i.e., a plain demand that Cxovern:muﬂ;.
‘shall mot leave unenfranchised certain of 1ts
miu,em, on the score of sex only.

= This 1§ qulte apart from all- “qentlmon'h
all “‘hysteria,’”” all mere party politics, and ail
'those vexed questions of ¢ 'Lghts” and

‘wrongs, many of which can never be reached
by- any legislation. - No other rgatters—past,
present, or furture——&hmﬂd be allow @ to obscuru
the. sheer injustice of the existing position of
certain unenfranchised citizens—i.e., t&k-’pﬁylnﬂ
women, _
- The so-called ‘‘opposition’ -to the prmo*a*
Liberal candidate for the constituency of South
Aberdeen is but an inevitable protest against
strengthening the hands of a powerful Govern-
ment, which, while professing hhe creed of “No
taxation without representation,”’ persists in ¥e-
fusing to remove the present ducxa.bxhty of tax-
pay mg citizens.

To me, the position of all \Vosmenh L%ral
Asaocxa.tlons Primraose Lodfres Labourist Coim-
mittees, and  Socialist “Comrades,” Seems,
under existing conditions, to resemble that of
poor stray cate whom a heartless householde.
lures indoors to catch his mice and as soon as
this business is done, kicks out to shift for

themselves as they may.

{ - I may remark that the older ‘““ Aberdeen
Women's Suffrage Society” has seemed tu
many, even of its own members—of whom 1
have never been one— to be gingularly effete in
! its. operations.. The society can easily defend
dtself -from - this. charge by .giving ‘a dedailed
record-with names and dates—of any active pro- -
test or propaganda in which it has engaged,
say, during the last scven years. Its executive,
too, 1s £0 enmmrled with that of the Aberdeem
“’Gmwn Liberal Association as to limit ifs
movements, practically, to women of one ah,ade
of 1m11t1cal opinion.

Mrs Fawcett’s name has been :a,thor unneces
sarily imported into this matter. This gnes
me opportunity to eay that she and the ma-
jority of the agtively-interested suffragists of
| the alder scheol have apenly eignified their per-
{ fect a.ﬁcord with the constitution of t.hc Tiewer
** Women's Social and Political Umon in ‘its
effort (stated in its own words) " to secure far
women ‘the Pa:rhamenfa,rv vote as 1t 13 or: maar i
be mm.n,ued to men.”—I am, etc.,”

ISABELLA Fyvie \IA‘m
9th February, *907.

[Mrs Mayo's letter contained other: mattﬁr,

but as that matter referred to a letter appear-

ing elsewhere, we must be excused not gwmg
it.—Ed., * A D.J. 1 .
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