ABERDEEN WOMEN SUFFRAGISTS

AN INTERESTING MEETING.

MR BRYCE’S POSITION.

In connection with the Women’s Suffrage
movement, an interesting and influential meet-
ing of ladies tock place yesterday afternoon at
Westbourne House, Ferryhill, by the courtesy
and invitation .of Mrs Bruce. The principal
obiect of the meeting was to hear an address
on the subject by Miss Helen Fraser, who i3
organiser for the Seottish Branch of the
Women’s Social and Political Society. There
was a large gathering, including Lady Ramsay
~-who presided—Mrs Fyvie Mayo, Mrs Black,
Miss Rennet, Mrs Traill, Mrs Glegg, Maiss
M‘Condach, Mrs John Leith, Mrs A. Webster,
Miss Dixon, Mrs Anderson, Mrs Allan, Mrs

M'Hards, Miss Henderson, ete.

Lady Kamsay, in introducing Miss Fraser,

said matiers had now reacned a very acute

stage on the question of female enfranchise-
ment, and it behoved all women to show a
united front, and take avery advantage of their

present opportunity.

Miss Helen Fraser gave an interesting ad-

~dress, in which she briefly traced the politicas

poeition of women up till the time they lost
wneir rights 1 1832, with scarcely any protess
iz thelr part.  'This loss of political power had
hecn the cause of the miserable industrial con-
dition under which wemen now laboured. Dur-
ing the last 30 years nc fewer then seventeen
bills wnich had been beicore the Houvse of Com-
maong m the indercis of women were elbiles
talked out or blocked! ous. Women, during all
these years, haa woriisd for the causs on con-
sltitutional lines. Mise Fraser then proceeded
to giva a minute account of the aggressive
tactics which originated in'Coetober, 1505, These
tachics, she said, were forced upon the women,
and were a necessary phasc of the movement.
She described fully the incidents of the famous

Manchester meeting, when Miss Kenney and
- Miss Pankhurst were arrested; of the deputa-

tion to Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman; and

of Mr Asquith’s bell-ringing episode. Talking
of Mr Bryce's position, Miss Fraser said he had

eent for one of the ladies who was imprisoned,
and had asked her to state what the demands
of the women were based upon. Mr Bryce,
she contended, was no longer a source of danger,

as he was now out of the Cabinet. Concerning
‘the alleged disturbance, Miss Fraser said that
only one journalist—who was inside the House
at the time—told the truth about the women,

and hoe was arrested by the police for attempt-
ing to help them. The older women who -

' worked for them, such as Mrs Fawcett, Lady

Frances Balfour, Mrs Ayrton, Elizabeth Robins,
and  Beatrice Harraden, were showing
their sympathy with this new  phase
of aoction. The Liberal - party professed
to believe in justice and equality, but they had
c};l;ldy shown stupid objections and prejudice, and.

lost an irretrievable and excellent chance
of conceding gracefully. Tlhe fight on the part

‘of the women for enfranchisement was world-

wide—in Persia and Turkey, as well as in
France ond Germany, there was a general and
universal uprising.  Miss Fraser urged the
women to forget for the while what poltical
party they favoured, and to meke a united front,
as women only, against the Government that
denied them equal rights as voters. There was
no woman, bowever sheltered, that did not feel
that her position was not everything she would
wish it to be, and at the best, without poiitical
rights, they were only slaves. They ought to
fizht for freedom on the ground of womanbood
alone, because only when women were free
could men be free also. (Applause.)

Some discuseion followed, in which Mrs
Allan and Mrs Black took part. Both ladies
ariticised the policy of opposing a Liberal mem-
ber on the grounds meutioned alone, and both
considered such a proceeding would be difficult
and delicate in the case of an othnerwise popu-
lar member. $ng

Miss Fraser eaid it was not the man but the
Government behind the man they should attack.
There were 420 Liberals in Parliament, so there
was no danger of progressive measures being
in jeopardy. By losing bye-eleotions on this
guestion, the Government would be forced to
wake up and change their tactics.

Ladyv Ramsey, in moving a vote of thanks
to Miss Fraser, said she was shocked at first
at the sensational newspaper reports. of the
alleged suffragist disturbaneces, but she had
since met Miss Billington and ‘some of the

other ladies who had gone to prison, and she

could assure the audience that there was not
a trace of ferocity or unwomanliness about

them,

Hearty votes of thanks were given to Lady
Ramsay for presiding, and to Mrs Bruce for
her kindness in arranging the meeting.




