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may be made on the various proposals which have been
brought forward for enfranchising the at present disfranchised
minorities. To none of these has any reasonable objection
been made ; only the strength of the popular will, already
strongly set in for democracy, must prevail, and the inca-
pacity of the popular brain to entertain more than one idea
at a time! From politicians under the influence of such
unreasoning forces, of course no reasonable product can be
expected. If the little child will kick and roar and spit
out the medicine, and the doctor is not firm, the disease
must run its course. But one thing is certain; a Reform
Bill in the direction of American democracy, in this country
at the present moment, will lead, by an inevitable tendency,
to the overthrow of the British Constitution. Where the
ground is slippery and the atmosphere turbid as in politics,
great blunders are the most natural thing in the world ; but
the consequences which follow on a one-eyed policy will
not be retarded because the counsels of public men have
been amiably hasty, perhaps, and their motives chivalrously
pure. One false step, made in the direction in which we are
now moving, never can be retraced. The same complexity
of parties, the same compliance with clamour, the same cow-
ardly compromise with absurdity which may lead to the
triumph of the present movement, will, in the course of
another thirty years, lead to another instalment of American
liberty; and then comes, according to Mr. Bright—Paradise,
according to New York precedents—Pandemonium. Before
a House of Commons nominated by trades’-unions and over-
awed by fervid demagogues, the constitution of this country
would not last a year. The House of Lords, that wonderful
incarnation of all that is stable, graceful, and chivalrous in
society, would be voted an encumbrance; the Crown de-
nounced as an expensive toy ; and the Multitude and
Mammon—the mechanical forces and the material interests
—would enter into the undisputed heirship of the world-
renowned British Constitution. May God long preserve us
from such a consummation !
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