52 On Democracy.

100 fr. in obedience to the present clamour ; and giving to 84 de-
partments (Paris not included) two deputies for each department,
to be elected in the chief place, we shall have 168 deputies, repre-
senting particularly the democracy of the country, perhaps, more
probably, the nobility, who will seize on it. We will add 42 deputies
elected by the 21 greater cities in France, in purely democratic
assemblies, such as those of Westminster and Preston in England,
giving a vote to whoever can read and write. We would give an
equal number of deputies, 210, to the burgesses of towns, requiring
for their admission to the freedom a complete education in the
secondary schools, and a degree of fortune which places them above
manual labour. We would reserve at least 105 deputies for learned
professions, in which all those who had received a superior educa-
tion and taken degrees, should have the honour of being inscribed,
and we would allow these last elections to be made by letters, that
they might point out the most eminent persons, not in the provinces
only, but in France. We should thus have a representation of 525
members, to the election of whom a very considerable part of the
nation would have contributed, but in which, however, the share of
intelligence and real will, would have been preserved.’?

Let us now see how the conditions of the problem might be
dealt with, having a due regard to the present political con-
dition of this country. In the first place, I would start from
the last great Reform Bill as an accomplished fact. It is;
therefore let it be. In the second place, I would provide for
the more extended representation of the working classes,
either by lowering the present general franchise, as was pro-
posed by the late Whig Government, to £7, or by creating for
them a special franchise, analogous to that possessed by the
English and Irish Universities. This might be done by
dividing the country into districts, and enacting that all the
working classes within each district, who paid certain taxes and
a certain low house-rent, should elect their own member, over
and above the present representation of counties and burghs.
In the third place, I would balance this democratic force by
the creation of a special representation, for what I have called
the natural, moral, and intellectual aristocracy of the com-
munity ; and I would take these just as I find them in pub-
licly recognised corporations, such as the Universities, the
Faculty of Advocates and Writers to the Signet, the Colleges
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