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causes, has been rising more rapidly into social weight
and significance. If I were to judge by what I see and
read, they are in much greater danger of being spoiled
by those who flatter them, than of being oppressed by those
who don’t represent them. In point of number and talent
they have as many representatives in the House of Commons
as any other class. Our House of Commons is already as
democratic as it can be made, without destroying the just
influence of the middle and upper classes. Our system of
election is already too democratic in many respects to afford
any rational guarantee for the return of members to the
great National Council who possess the essential requisites
of large views and independent character. I see manifest
signs in various places, of the democratic habit of degrading
a national councillor into a local deputy, of sending up a
partisan instead of a thinker, of preferring the spokesman of
a faction to the advocate of a people. I see men of high
character and intelligence rudely called to account, re-
proached, slandered, and dismissed, merely because they
did their duty in the House of Parliamentary deliberation
with more than common intelligence, independence, and
courage. And, what is worse, I see men afraid to speak the
truth, and willing to set their names to measures of which
they do not approve, merely to tide over the moment, to
‘settle the question, and to stop the mouth of dangerous
declaimers. Is this not democracy? And we are to have
more of it, forsooth! If a Reform Bill, on American prin-
ciples, be carried in this country, one result of it I can predict
with perfect certainty, that it will not improve the character
of our national councillors. We shall have fewer of the rare
and useful class of cool thinkers, more of the speaking trum-
pets of local faction, the standard-bearers of popular passion,
and the vendors of speculative crotchets. I say therefore,
again, Much rather no Reform Bill at all than one that shall
acknowledge no principle other than that which has pro-
duced the greatest of all social tyrannies in America. But
was not the Reform Bill of 1832 founded on that very prin-
ciple of government by a majority, which is now denounced
as democratic? Unquestionably it was, to a certain extent ;
but it was not therefore a good principle for all Bills, because



