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and determining all public questions in the last resort by the
votes of the majority. This is the soul of the democratic
despotism, and the rule of unreason, the iniquity of which it
has been the object of the present lecture to establish.
Rather than make a single movement towards disturbing the
balance of our mixed constitution, proceeding on a principle
so utterly false, and of which it is impossible to limit the
operation within any bounds short of manhood suffrage, I
am content that we should have no Reform Bill at all. To
a person, indeed, like myself, looking on the whole matter
merely as a man and a citizen, it showed like a madness from
the beginning to talk of another Reform Bill at all, so closely
on the back of the sweeping measure of 1832. To some
people, indeed, that Reform Bill, of which the consequences
have in the main been salutary, forms the principal argument
in favour of another dose of the same Whig medicine.
Never was popular logic more at fault. I have heard of a
patient who, having benefited by a prescription to take six
drops of a strong medicine per day, took a bottle, and killed
himself. We constantly see people in Scotland who, having
made themselves comfortable by taking a tumbler of toddy,
make fools of themselves by taking three, and beasts of
themselves by taking six. The men who brought in the
great Reform Bill of 1832 declared that it was to be a final
measure : and they were wise. A final measure it certainly
ought to have been 7%z that direction. Any other reform for
the same purpose as that, viz., for the curtailment of aristo-
cratic influence, would certainly not be wanted ; and in point
of fact, is not wanted. The whole history of this country
shows that the power of the monarchic and aristocratic ele-
ments in our constitution has been step by step diminishing.
According to all rational calculation, what we require now is
not an increase of democratic force, but rather some regu-
lative and counteracting principle to prevent its abuse. The
whole course of our legislation since the Reform Bill, whether
in the hands of Whigs or Tories, has been by the people,
and for the people ; and among the people, no class at the
present moment receives a larger amount of parliamentary
and public consideration than the working classes. No
class, by the change in the value of money, and other



