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oFa court, in which they were to have no voice, notr any opinion, i
not onijr the moft daring invalion of the rigl}ts of free citizens, but the
grofleft infult to the common fenfe of mankind. _

For fome purpofes, however, it would appear, that the rights of the
bu gefles in head-couts arc admitted, even by the magtltrates thems
alvcs, to be different from that of only bearing the account s read. —————
When it fuits their views to have the taxes advanced for the {uppoit of
frreets, wells, and lamps, the authority of a Head Court of the burgefles
is found neceflary ; and accordingly fuch bufinefs has been introduced
reseatedly, in the courfe of the lalt thirty years. But it is evident,
that while Magiftrates and Counfellors are peimitted to give whatcver
Jefinition they pleafe of the powers of Head Courts, fo as may belt fuit
their own particular purpofes, they will only be, for the time, jull what
they choefe to make them !

1f the do@rines of the council, upon this occafion, are tobe eftablifh.
ed ; if, inftead of having a title, in their own conttitutional afiembly,
to propofe and erforce regulations ia the revenue and police of that
community of which they are members, they are to be excluded fiom
this privilee, by the mere ipfe dixit of thofe who pretend to be their ves
prefentaives, and who derive their authority folely from their being
members of the fame Lody 3 if, at the fame time, they are to be told,
that if irsured, they may feck tedrefs of their grievances at common
law, the {ituation of the burgefles is, indeed, truly Liumiliating !

Vet tlis, at prefent, is precifely the fitnation of the burgefles of
Aberdzen; and into this {ituation have they been brought by the magi-
firates and council, ‘

‘I'he queflicn then is no longer, whether the prefent motions, in the
fermof refolutions, areright or wrong ; futile, or of utility 2 but, in plain
conftru@tion, whether we are to be 1n a {ituation infinitely woife than
cyphers in the community, without the fmalleft political confequence,
and paffive flaves to the arbitrary will and caprice of thofe, whofe
fixed determination is that we fhall be {5 ? Fortunately there is no
necefiity for fuch a foppofition. ‘The decent and manly fpirit of the
burgefies, will, without doubt, be fully cqual to the extricating thems
felves from this degrading fituation. It is now no longer a queition of
private privilege, but relates equally to every bLurgefs in Scotland ;. for
were it pofiibie to fuppofe that the guildry and incorporations of Aber-
deen would have the tamenefs to cioneh under thefe a.bitrary proceed-
ings, their cafe, who wouldfo ill merit the name of freemen, would never
fail to be queted on every occafion when the rights of citizens were td
be trampled on and intringed. |

It bas been faid, that our propofitions fhould have come in the form
of a petitior to the council. Qur aaceftors were {lranger; to fuch
doétrines, and wonld have bluthed at fuch meannefs in their dégeherate
fons. 1ley were better judges of tigir own piicileges, and et a highé:
value cn the rights of burgefles, - O
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