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felyes, ot in a leader, whofe fingle wiil, aided by their fupport, (howld
diQate every decifion. '
Nothing is more ceitain, than that this has almoft invariably been the
cafe, and chat during this period, a large majority of theofe who compote
the councils of the prefent day, have had their regular rotation of coun-
fellors and magiftrates, i :
- What however has eftablifhed, in a very great degree, this thirft for
condenfed power, in a nairow cire'e, is a very fingular inflitution, and
which we believe ic peculiar to Aberdeen,—— Inftead of adhering to the
falutary practice, as eftublifhed by the adt 1756, of having councils re-
gularM at a ceitain hour oncea fortnight, by which bufinefs would be
kept within a proper compafs, and every counfellor made perfedtly acs
quainted with every matter which came before that body ; the wholé
tranfa@tions of the council are previoufly arranged by a monthly meei
ing, confifting intirely ‘of prefent and former magiflrates, and who may
facilitate or obfrudt whatcver is agreeable to their own views; the ins
tire bufinefs of what is called fettling the funds is fnally determined by
this body : the power of {cleéting whatever is to come before the council
is altogether vefted in them. Such a meeting, founded upon pretences
however plaufible, is evidently deliruétive of the independence of the
ecuncil, and muft reduce no incorfiderable pumber of that body to the
rank of cyphers. Like the Loxds of the Articles in the Scotch Parlias
went, they pofiefs a negative before debate, and as a majority,
mtirely fuperfede the neccfity of councils, and the form will juft be
tone through, merely-becaule the fanction of that body, to fave ape
pearances, is abfolately needful, . .

"Cur fellow citizens, and the public, are already acquainted with the
very exiraordinary procecdings of the council, in the Ilead Court of
the 21t inftant. :

What demon of difcord could have prompted that miferable fyftem of
circumicribed and illiberal policy, adopted on that memorable day, it
is not for us to fay ;3 we will take leave, however, to obierve, thatit
would have been infinitely more candid, though not lefs arbitrary, to
have dented us accefs to the records at once. 'The efieét would have
been the fame, but it would have fhortened the bLufinefs, and faved
appearances. ) AY ] ‘ |

“T'he matter, however, is now brought to a crifis. ' Every cight which
the burgefles fondly hoped they were in pofleflion of, as conftituest
members of the Head Court, has been denied them. I he burgefs roll
has been refufed to be read, and the {enfe of that body objeéted to npon
any one queftion,

After having been allowed the exercife of theirprivilege to examine
‘the public accounts, that with greater propriety.they might form a
judgment ; to be excluded from every other right, which would render

that inveltigation of any utility ;-and to be called togethier as mcmbc;ts'
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