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vofl, inclofing an aé& of the council, which, with the letter, is a]ready
in the hands of the public.

Neither onr fituation, nor our fentiments, difpofed usto enter into
a difcuflion of nice points and diftinétiens, which, however ingenicuﬂy
diawnup, or however calculated to puzzle, could not have the {mallef}
effcQ upon our rights.  Cur rank as burgefles, cither individually or cols
Jefively, gave us an indifputable title to what we rcquefted; and we
carneftly {et about the difcharge of that duty which, on this occafion,
we owed to ourfelves, and our fellow citizens.

The reception we met with at the 'Town-houfe, bade fair for a happy
scrmination of this bufinefs, as we found there all that appeardnee of
opennefs and candour, which our moil fanguine hopes could have
warranted.

This was firengthened by the moft flattering allurances, of a ready
concuitence in whatever might be conducive to the views of the bur-
gefles, and the greater good of the town.

The period allowed 115 was extremely fhort, comprehending only g
pait of three days, during which time, as well at the Town-houfe as
cifewhere, we were conftantly emploved.

Difpofed to adt {iridily agrecable to cur profeflions, we were determin.
ed to avoid whatever might tend to perplex 3 and, more inclined to
impute the embarra{fments in which the public funds areinvalved, to the
faults of a bad {yftem, than to charge it on individuals, we chofe rather
to draw up a few motions, in the form of refolut'ons, which might, in
{fome degree, prove correftive of future abufes, than to adept a- re
trofpet, which would have been painful to ourfelves, by its pointing at
perfons who now were, or had formerly been, in offices in the councils

If the motions fhall appear marked with inaccuracy, or inadequate to
the pwpofe intended, we have to lament that the thortnels of out
time, furroundedas we wereby a vatietyof ohjeéis, did not aafwer to out
zea! and good intentions, in the fervice of our fellow citizens.

No one fet of motions, we prefume, could have comprehended fo
much as to have proved a remedy for every abufe ; but had our time
permitted, we were willing to have exerted our beft endeavours, at leaft
to have led the way for othiers. who, with ‘uperior abilities, might afters
wards have improved on our original defigns.

We have only farther to obferve upon this part of the fubjed, that
plans of a nature no way diffimilar, have formerly been propofed to the
council by a committee of themfelver 3 and that fome negleded aéts of
1hat body point to objefls precifely the iame. |

Had thefe been at'gendc}l to, in the manner their tendency jultly
merited, our labours in this bufinefs would bave been greatly leflened.

But it would appear, that in the courfe of the laft five and twentf
vears, matters have been intirely managed under the inflyepce otzﬁarty;
whefe views feem to have been, that all autherity fhould center 1nthems=

{elves,



