GDAND RETORM MEDTING,
ON. THE

BROAD HILL OF THE LINKS.

T a GENERAL MEETING of the Noblemen,
- Freeholders, Commissioners of Supply, Justices of the
Peace, and other Landowners and Tenants of the County, and
of the Burgesses, roprietors, Heritors, Householders, and
Inhabitants of the City of Aberdeen and its vicinity, favourable
to Reform, (called by public advertisement,) held on the Broad
Hill of the Links of Aberdeen, the 18th day of May, 1832

On the motion of the Very Reverend Wirnrras Jacx, D.D.
Principal of King’s College and: University of' Aberdeen,
Sin MICHAEL BRUCE of Stenhouse and Scotstown, Bart.

> was called to the Chair.

On the motion of Gexerar Hav, of Rannes, seconded by
Arrxanpet Banseryan, Esq. Merchant; it was unani-
mously resolved,

1.__That the Meeting view with feelings of nnmingled sor-
row and disappointment the recent vote of the House of L(_m_is,
whereby the Measuze of Reform, proposed by the late Minis-
ters of the Crown by his Majesty’s command, twice signified
from the Throne, approved of by the House of Commons, and
received with the warmest gratitude by the Nation, has been
again defeated—thus the whole fabrie of the British Con-
stitution has been placed in jeopardy, the peace of the country
endangered; andithe just hopes and expectations of the people
for the present frustrated and blasted. .

On the .motion of Sir Joux Forges, of Craigievar, Bart.
seconded by Alexr. Brackrg, Esq. Banker, it was unzni-
mously resolved, .

11. That the Meeting justly appreciate the patriotic and un-
exampled exertions’of the Right Honourable Barr, Grey and
his Colleagues, in support of the great Measure of « Reform—
and | deeply deplore that so zealous, able, and enlightened ad=
visers of the Crown, possessing as they continue to do, the un-

abated confidence of the nation, should have felt themselves *

compelled to retire from office, at a time, when their services
were s0 necessary for the salvation of the country.

On the motion of Tnowas Burnert, Esq. younger of Leys,
seconded by Jorrn M. Grrnaxn, Esq. of Midstrath, it was
unanimo ﬁ" solved,

111, "Phat, the constitutional right of the Commons
to withhold th: wplies, the Meeting earnestly and
ardently trust, 1 Honourable House may not shrink
from the application of so salutary a remedy, until a Biil
equally efficient and extensive with the one which has been al-
ready ]3§(§ byithe 'House, shall become the law of the land.

On th l;‘gﬁ% ‘of Alexr. Kieour, Esq. Surgeon, seconded
by Jastes Fowses, Iisq. of Echt, it was unanimously re-
solved,- !

IV. That a:Petition; ito the House of Commons, founded
on thlesz -Rgsolmi,ons be forthwith prepared ; and as the Sleet-
ing observe . with - ¢
Memb:‘g : oF Burghs, who so distinetly pledged
himself to | Ciduse, and to which pledge he exclusive-
ly owes His' seatin Parliament, is not mentioned in the di-
vision'in fivear of Lord EgrincioN’s Al()tiun—they do theres
fore, resolve, that My Hoare, the former Member for these
Burghs, nbw Member for Middlesex, be requestéd to. present
and support, the Petition, and that the Thanks of this
Meeting hie at the same time conveyed to him for his steady and
unflinchifie support of the Cause of Reform.

On the motion of Alexr. Strossci, Esq. of Drumallan,

seconded by James Nicor, Hsq. Advocate, it was unani-
‘ mously resolved, -

V.—That petitiotis in favour of Reform, from this County
with upwards of 15,000 signatures, ‘and from this City with up-
wards of 8,000 signatures, having been so lately presented to
Parliament, the Meeting, anxious to bave an early opportunity
of conveying their sentiments: to the Iouse of Commons, ap-
point the Petition to be subseribed by the Chairman, in name
and on behalf of the Meeting—and that copies’ of these Re-
solutions, be transmitted to each of his Majesty’s late Minis-
ters, and to the Members of Parliament connected with the
County and City of Aberdeen. | £ :

On themotiorn of Wirerast Arrarnvery Esq. Wine Merch-

ant, seconded by Hagrrv Lern Lussvey, Ksq. of Auch-

indoir, it was unanimonsly, resolyed. ¥

VI. That the thanks of the Meeting are dne to Viscount
Ebrington and the other Patriotic Qiemhcys of the Housq of’
Commons, who supported the Re§oluhuns p_rupps.ed by his Lord-
ship, on the, oceasion of the' Resignation of Ministers, and that
the Chairman be requested to. convey the same to his Lord-
ship. wipy b ‘5 I
On the motion of Wirtias Morr, Esq. of Park, seconded

by ALEXANDER Forsrs, Esq. of Ainslie, Wine Merch-

ant, it was unanimously resolved, .

'Vlf “Phit these Resolutions be published in the dberdeen
‘Chronitle:and Journal, Edinburgh Seotsman, and London Sun
Newspapers: bl : ; ‘

Gie 0 . MI1CHALL BRUCE, Chairman.

'Sir Mieyary Bruee having left the Chair, it was taken by
Sir Joux Forses, and, on the motion of Parrick Kireouwr,
Esq.. of Woodside, seconded by Baillie Mirxz, the thanks of
the Meeting were unanimously voted to Sir Michael Bruce; for

his conduct in the Chair.
s : JOHN FORBES, P.
JOHN ANGUS, Sccretary.

“GREAT REFORM MLETING,
e ON THE

BROAD HILL OF THFE LINKS.
- [Erom the Aberdeen Chronicle, May 19, 1832.]

~ Yesterday, agreeably to the Resolutions of their respective Com-
fnittees, the great Reform Meeting of the Tnhabitants of this City
and County was held on the Broadhill of the Links, and presented
the most splendid and impesing spectacle we ever remember to have
witnessed. The state of the weather during the early partof the
day''was rather unfavourable, but was not such as to prevent any of
those who were! ardent in the cause from coming Torward 5 and by
the'ﬁme’t-he'p'l“m'.ession reached the Ruyal Hotel, the day had cleared
ups andithe sua shone forth with splendour on the varied seene
_Elﬂ']y in‘.the‘mnrning‘, the Union Flag was hoisted on the summit
of the Broadhill, where it continued flying during the whole day—
and’ the ‘wessels'in /the' Harbour in a line of nearly a mile were
splendidly "decoratéd * with ' their various ensigns’ and colours:
mh?"!iﬁ.ffé"t: trades bégan'to muster in Uninn Street West, about
half-past one o'clock, and drew up, with the utmost regulurity, in
the m-'der' of ! procession ‘previously arranged.  They carried “some
hondreds of ‘appropriate bunmers and insignia, and were arriyed
many of them in showy, all'of them in becoming dresses.  We for<
bear making comparisons’s—if there were differerices in itheiv out=
“ward attire, there were none in the sentiments with which they
were animated. « About half-past two, they moved, accompanied by
several bands of music; in/the following order : — :

,»r‘Fnunders, Blacksmiths! aad Engineers. .« Bleachers. = Weavers:
P:a.p.er ‘Mf’kﬂs" Flax - Dresseis. | < Thread ' Lappers.  Suwyers.
iwh Fishers. « Rope Makers, " Tanners.  Tgbacco  Spinners.
Residenters. at. Gilcomst

R Curriers, Ship  Wrights..  Rope
Makers, &e... The Seven Incorporated  Junior Trades marched to
the Links inithe reav.of the Procession, «

On _renching the Royal Hotel, they were headed by the Reforin
Committees, and a number of gentlemen who wished to testily

ighient, that the name of the present ,

their zeal in‘the good canse, by taking part in the processior.  Dea
sides those we' have mentioned, there were deputations from Fintray
Inverury, Kintore, Monymusk, &e. and many of the tenantry of the
principal estates in this neighbourhood. = The whole assemblage,
when thus marshalled, presented a most striking appearance.  One
unbroken moving mass extended from the further end of Union
Street West to Castle Street.  The windows were filled with Jadies
favourable, we presume, to the cause of Reform; and here and there
we observed an' anti-reformer attempting to laugh.  Whilst the
whole of this spuciuu.:: Streetiwas thus eompletely blocked up, several
thausands were scattered through the atlier streets along which the
Procession wus expected: to pass, and many, more anxious to hear the
speeches thun behold the speetacle, had preoccupied the space on the
hills and around the hustings in the links. - Altogether, we are con-
vinced we do not over-estimate the number present, when we state
thut it was from thirty to forty thousand.  This caleulation we give
on the authuority of several ‘military gentlemen who were on the
ground, The route of procession was [rom Union Street West—
along Union Street to the Roval Hotel, where. the veveral Binds
played ¢ Scots wha hae wi® Wallace bled,”— ¢ Blue Bonnets over
the Border,” and other national airs, while the Members of the Re-
form Coummittee took their plices in the'procession; which they did
amidst loud cheers. It then moved along Union Street— Castle
Street—and when passing the head quarters of our self-constituted
Tary Magistracy, showed evident marks of indignution and eontempt
by groans ant hisses.——1¢ then proceeded along King  Street—
Frederick  Street——and ‘Constitution Stréet, to the Links. ' The
scene which appeared to us most imposing, was that whiel the Links
presented as the rear of the procession entered it.  The Broadhill
covered with spectators, the teades, &e. in their wieding line of
marchy someé of them surtounding the hustings, others ascending
the hill, their banners streaming in the wind, thecheers ol:the cn-
thusiastic assemblage, and the frvquent. discharge of several picees of
ovdnanee—ihe virious bands of musie—and the * pibroch shrill,?
all contributed to inerease the effect,  We conld not ut this time
avoid veficeting with how diff-rent feelings aml jutentions the same
multitude mivht have assembled, had their rights been sacrificed to
their enemies anid deceivers—svliat gratitude we owe to those who
have ealmed the raging torrent, and how unlike British wisdom
and British generosity is the eonduct of those who would have sa-
erificed the tranguillity of a ‘happy land for the gravification of their
own selfish and degrading inelinations.

The following sre the priacipil mottoes and deviees exhibited on
the vccasion.  And wé may remark, that at no previous time have
we seen the Flags and Banners so tastefully got up.

The Patriots Russel, Grey, and Brougham. A Bishop shonld
be blameless. Scotlaid o your duty, shoulder to shoulder and
forwarid.  Reform or Ruin ;. Britons stand fivin, ready aye ready.
From Buckingham, Bishops, and Ratten Burghs, good Lord deliver
us,  Grey resigns; Britain weeps, and Burope mourns,  No Ger-
man Despotism. . Scotland: and Libeity,  Earl Grey and the Mi-
Deceived, but not defeated.  Let Kings beware.  Burgh
Reform.  Put not your trust in Princes,  May Union of effore he
crowied with suceess,  ‘Weare in the right, and must trivmph,
Free  Press— Aberdeen, Chroniele, the staunch Friend of Reform,
Nail our Flagito the Mast, and bravely defend our Rights. The
Trivosph of the People. | A bandleof rods bound together, sur-
mounted hy a' Battle Axe, with the inseription **We are Firm.”
St. Andeow’s Cross, with the inseription, ** A thorough, repair to
the Constitution, but ne. patching,” A death’s: head and cross
bones in the centre, with the motte, ¢ Liberty or Death” above,
and ** Reform or no Taxes” below.  # The Advocate of the Poo-
ple, Aberdeen Chronicle,” ‘on one side, and on the other, The
Taol.of the Rotten S)‘sn-m,'Almulrvu Observer.” - A Flag—with
three Coftins, painted ou ity and the inseriptions, ¢ Taxes, Welling-
ton, Bishops.” | In one cornery a halt-length figure of the Duke of
Wellington sitting inu thoughtful, pesture, the fore finger of the
vight hand rvesting on bis fore head, while the other hand is raised
to his mouth with a pill between hig fingers; a figure of the Devil
is veen peeping over the back of the ehair, who exclaims ¢¢ He is all
my own,” the inscription,  * Reforin, Pills” at the top; in the
wentre, as if issuing from the figure, £ O them radical Grey Pills!1!”
and at the bottom, * Never wind, &rthur, swallow, they.will waik
well.”  The Crown, with a petticoat attached, and two legs peeps
ing from, under, well clad in Wellington boots, with: the mottq,
¢ Reforms Petticoats, altered 1o, the fushion, by Cumberland aund
Co.” . A beautiful;model of a 74 gun Ship, fully rigged—carried
by: Carpentexs,  This vessel was, placed  near the left of the Chair-
man on the Hustings; and was,mueh.admred.  Tiircolovr—ivith
¢¢ Liberty or Death.) | The following no:doubt alluded to the Mem-
ber for this Districtof Burghs; - and* was exhibited on two Jarge
Flags, having a figare of a ¢ Rat”, painted on each corner : Ho-
ratio, Ojday and night, but: thisis wondrous strange! Hamlct.
And therefore as a stranger give it welcome. There are more
things in heaven and| earth. ¢ Horario,” than are dreamt of in
your philosophy.— Hamlet. ' There's né'er a villain dwelling in all
Denmark, but he’s an arrant koave, . Horatin. These are but
wild and whirling words, wy Lord,  Heamiet. 1 am sorry . they
offend ycu—heartily ; yes, faith, heastily.  Horatio. There's no
offence;, my Lord.: - Hamlet. Yes, by St. Patrick—but there, is,
¢ Horamio,” aud much offence too: . .

We had almost forgot to. mention one part of the procession
which attracted  particular attention. - We allude to about 2
hundred earters moynted on theixr horses.
recourse to the army to| “.quiet the country,” these heroes, we think,
could have stood a eharge; we canat least vouch for it, they would
not have disgraced tliemselves by a rapid retreat.

The meeting, which,was originally intended as a demonstration,
in case of accidents, of the power and  determination of a united
people, was convetted by the glorious  news of the morning into a
triumph, It is quite impossible fofsany one who sas not present
to form a conception of the unmingied sejviciog: which character-
ised the scene,  Every.genuine vefprmer willy even in the solitude
of his closet, feel his, heart ex-uli,q\v:bl,-w the joyous . intelligenee
reaches him; but /it iz only he wh@thas joined in the triumphant
shouts. of tens: of thousands of med;: whose prineiples and feclings
are cangenial to his own, who cafi say, that he  has felt  the full
ecstacy produced, by the, triumph of truthy honour, and integrity over
falsehood, treachety, and duplicity, by the restoration of .a nation
from. dismay, indignation, and confusion, ' to confidence, joy, and
order, by the defeat of the Jast base attempt that can be made to
overthrow hopes long cherished, often  disuppointed, but now on
the point of being realized. S

There was one feature which characterised this procession and
meeting, namely the complete l{mon of the highest and lowest
classes in one (_:nmmon' miiss, \s']litli'_gnay we think be considered a
pretty certain index of the feeling which pervades all ranks, and of
the lixed and irresistable determinstion which would have been
exhibited had neeessity so required.”  Huppily that necessity has
disappeared, and, ‘although the resolutions passcd, and most of the
speeches madeat the meeting of yésterday still suppose the pos-
sibility of ‘an attempt being mydi“eo form a Tory ministry, no
official announcement to the contrary having yet been mady, the
dmmediate return of oursald and well tried; friends to that power
which they have ‘uniformly shown themselves! disposed to exercise
for the good 'of the-nution way new hevegarded us certain, J

When the Processions had: rveschedsthe Hustings, which we ob=
served were oceupied by unany of thelmost irespectable and leading
families of both County apd City; antlthe various Trades und oithets
had taken their places—the Bands of Music which were stationed

nistry.

adapting itself to thecircumstances of the times.

.people a just representation,

Had Wellington had .

in "front, played * God save the King,"—the whole multitude nn=
covered. | £ b\

Priucipal Jack, in moving that Siv Micuarr Bruek do tike
the Chair, spoke s follows.—

The present Meeting was ealled under feelings of disappointment
and alarm.  Our Soveneign seemed fora moment ta have forgotten
what was due to himself and to his people’ ! There is but one
man in the nationwho lins had the boldness to say *¢ That no Re-
forin was wanted,” and we had reason to fear that he was the per-
son who would beegme his' Rlajesty’s principal adviser! In such
cireninstances, it became the duty of every one in whose hears
dwelt the principlé of Christian benevolence, love of his fellow=
creatures, or’ even self-love; to stand firm to the caose of freedom
and of justice. I ama privaté individual, whose advice can have
little weight, yet, my conscience would accuse’ me as wanting in
my duty to iny countiy,:were I not boldly to proclaim my:attuchi-
ment to itsconstitution, in the true sense of that termy | The gréqe
excellefive bf the. Buritish Constitution consists in ity capacity of
The enemies of
Reform would render abuses, perpetual, and forbid improvement.
They are thestrug.enemies. of the constitution, who refuse to tle
7 Y Onr late—and happily, now, our
present—audministration perceived | what was wanting, and saw
also that niw was the moment best fitted for correcting the errors,
and rooting out some of the mest flagrant abuses, that had ciept
into is frame.  These objects will be accomplished, my friends.
By the accounts of to-day, we have reason to think that his Mi-
jesty has reealled to his councils the {riends of the people’s and now,
in place ui"xjrprvcating the uvi]s.thut we feared, we have tlxe plei=
sure to rupgruminte our King, our country, and %ach other; on
the happy prospect of peace, ordir, justice, andfréidom; Jnour
lard I Lbeg leave to propose, that'Sic Michael Bialee, Blirt, di.) |
take the Chair—a gentleman who Lids openly and uniformly *pro-
fessed the nuble principles of freedom and Retorm. (Loud-chivers )

Stk Miguaxr Brucre, having amid loud applause taken’ the
Chuir, proposed that Mr John Angus, Advocate, should Le Se-
eretary to the Meeting.  Mr Augus, then read thie Requisition.

Sir Migmarr Bruce.—Brother Reformers, you have heard the
vhieh has this day eatled us togethes. Tam Lappy that (he

which we assumned, has been responded to by so -
merous and so highly respectable un assembluge.  The erisis iy
whicl the eountry has been brought is indeed au awiil one ; 'hut)
T look to your firmness and independency, to extrieate us from the
danger whith thieatens us, T kaow with wlhat zed] our ancestors,
true Scotchmen, achieved {or themselves religions freedonss id 1
hope that in a Yery short time, and Dy constitutional means—
(cheers)—tlhe great meusife which we have all so'much ¢f lieare
will he consummated, It was but'yesterday thut we thonght a
Llight had fallen on the bill, but to-day the elond has passed away
aud the,sun has shone on_odr hopes bri lhlyf than before! (Chevts:)
Yesterday, we thought the bill was in‘jeopardy; for a r HOSE e
to its provisions had uppe(tf‘rgn't]‘\: wriuniphedsoverall dur'y W?p_n‘t
we learn to-day that that triumph has fullen from ™ their haids—
(cheers)—and that the firm, liberal, and constitutional niinistry
hias been restored to the cabinet from which they had been but a
moment removed.  (Tremendous chiering.) ' Tt'is time this great
question were settled,  Trade is in a languishing condition ; but,
under our tiow l)righ’tur praspects, T am counfident that there will
be a spt{édy and final settlernent of the measure. T am glad to sce
before me such a very nimerous bu{!y ‘of my countrymin, and I
Tiope that the next time Tshall have the pleasure of meeting'yoh
will be to address you in congratulation unpon the achievement of ull
our hopes. (Cheers.) T need not detain you' faither' at present,
as many honourable gentlemen will explain the business of the day,
and the objects of thie meeting, much better’ than T ean ; bat I
trust, and indeed T am guité sure, that you will ‘conduet yourselves
in a peaceable and orderly manner, and that there will be no tu-
mult, no riet, no disturbange.” * (Cries of ** No, no— never fear.”)
Such conduct wonld disgrace us and the ecause for' which we huve
assewbled.  (Cheers), ~But that you will behave in a firm and
well-disposed manner, as becomes Scotchmen. ” (Loud and con-
tinued cheeving.) . I now cdll on an old and staunch reformer, il
I am sure you will be happy to hear once more his voice amonfy
you—=General Hay. ¥ el

General Hay was received with the most enthusiastic cheers,
and, in moving the first resulution, said—Friends and brother Re-
formers, I have great sutisfuction in meeting such a numerous und
respectable body in support of the great cause of Reform—-a cause
which is of such vast importance to yourselves and your familiés
for ever! (Cheers.) Sir Michael Bruee has so well stated the
objects of the meeting, and you yourselves are'so enlightened, that
1 haye only to advise you to pursue that good conduct which will
speedily secure to you your rights.  You have all my best wishes
for your welfare and prosperity, and as long as T live I'shall al-
ways be with the people. (Cheers.) 1 have much pleasure in at=
tending here this day, and ip moving the first resolution, which
will be read by Mr Angus. 5 )

Sir Micuarn Bruce.—I now have to introduce to your notice
anotber reformer 5 and if any oné individuul be more dear to you than
another it is he, 18 he' resides among you, ard has your full confi-
dence—DNMr Al. Bannerman.  Mr Buannermuu, on making 'his up-
pearance to address the meeting, was Jong and loudly cheered. ¢

Mr Arexanper BaxyersaN.—My Friends, in seconding the
resolution which has just been moved by my ‘friend General Hay, it
is impossible for e to express myself in stronger terms  than e
resolution itself. The évents which huve taken place in London
within the last’ few days, indéed over the whole kingdem, must
have opened the eyes ol the very few who'did not’see that/the \coun-
try was on the brink of a voleaio. © But above all, ‘the news wisich
has reached Aberdeen this morning must shew to the sworll that
the hopes of d great nation ake.not to he trifled with, by the buse
intrigue of a few individuals stiuggling for powet. Tl great
Duke of Wellington—(Loud  groans)-—tias been for the first time
in his 13fe signally defeated; he has fuiled in' forming # new ‘Admi-
nistration, aiid ‘a communication has bren seént to' Barl ‘Grey which
will'lead to an arrangement which' will ensure the ‘success of” the
‘whole measure of reform.— (loud ¢heers.)—For ‘what purpose o
‘you imugine wis the Duke to form a new ‘Administration? -~ Wh
to go on with Lord Grey’s measure, and to earry it in allits leuds
ing principlesus he did' the Catholie question,” | If ke had dosie so,
this country would have been dizgraced in the eyes of Enropes—ani
T'deeply lament that thisgreat mun should have been.mad enough
to have made the attempt. . From-the first moment  that the re-
forni measure 'was introduced, I felt ‘convineed that-it or a similar
one must have beeome the law of the land; and T will tell you fars
ther, thatimany who conscientiously differ with me thought the same
thing 3 the opinion of such epponents, I hemour aud respect, and
instead of aeting as a mujority of the House of Lorils have! dong,
they would have honestly and openly stated the length: they would go,
and left the responsibility of the measure on Lord Grey and bis col=
Jeagues, — But the fuetious opposition te reform was aerely 'the
struggle of o fw individauls for power;. and if the eurtain could be
withdrawn it wouldonly shew, how littleprinciple guides the conduet
of same great wien, and it would show also that a few unprincipled
individuals liave deceived the King— and . I'hope and trust that this
mecting will not separaté without giving three cheess for our good
old Monarch whose eyes are again opened. — (Imménse  Cheers. )—
1 know that some of my friends disapprove of such vast assemblages
as are liere congregated—T regret as much as they can do the neces-
sity for such meetings, but they are constitutional and proper ; and

requisition;
responsibily




