TO THE WORKING CLASSES O ABERDEEN,

p- |

FEtLow FRIENDS,---We have now got Parlinmentary Re-
forin, and, as a matter of conrse, expect Bargh Reform, but
what, 1 would ask, will it signify to us or our children, if
this Reform only amount’tofa different mode of election onr
Magistrates and Town Council? 1 say, none at all, unless
a reduction be made in the payments that are at present de-
manded b:forea man can be a Bargess. At present, a man
commencing businessjas a merchant in Aberdeen, must pay
no less a sum than L.55, 155 » his is a most unreasonable
demand. But if an industrious tradesman, however we'l
gnalified, open a shop in town, a demand will be made upon
it for about L.100, if he be 40 vears of age. s this right
or reasonable ?  That sumething shonld and must be given
for the support of our mnnicipal government, no rational
personwill deny, but what right have the [ncorporated I'rades
to form tilemselves into F‘rlendly Societies, and compel e
trants to join them ?  Wlhata tradesman has to pay for the
common good, may be too much or too little for anght 1
know; however, for this purpuse every Burgess ought to pay
what 1s fair, but this Frizndly Society concern is one of the
most absurd things ever heard of ; and whatisvery remark-
able, the right of the ]ncorporatvd Trades to eatablish the se
Societies, has never yet been called in gnestion. It would
be well if the public in general would turn their attention to
thissubject. At pres sent we must take aur bread. our clothes,
and our shoes, and alinost every thing, from persons who are
ahle'to pay so muoch into the funds of {hese "!l)(‘,('tl("-, whe-
thor well or ill qualified for their work. There is nu fear
«of a man heing found apt and able, by the Trade, who has
the cash in his hand.

It is really very hard that the public shonld, be doprived
of the service of a pood worlkman beeanse he lmppeus not to
possess £30or £100 more than is necessary for the purpose
of his business:- A man, I'believe, who has served an ap-
prenticeship of 5 or 7 years to a Burgess, may be allowed to
work at his own trade npon pq.)m'r, in some eases, prodably
less than £80; but, my fnenrls, it you would onlv ‘consitler
how many have sons servmp; as apprentlwi whoare not able "
to advaice, when their time of service iy over, even L.10 or
1.5, you will see at once how little advantaze a poor man
has by making his son a tradesman. 'Che fact i ig, there is
nothing to. prevcnt these Fudal Bodies w0 sav in the course
of a week that no man shall bake a loafor make a coatwith-
in the Burgh, unless lie pay into their Society L.10,000 %
For my own part, | do not believe they lave any right to
demand one penny more than what goes to the common q-nod
and [ would most e'trne-ulj, recomvend that no time be lost
in forwarding a pemwn to the new Parliament, to do away
with these most mlquumis monopolies, for I have no doubt
but any such petition will be attended to. ‘This is the very
time that the Working Classes should bestir’ themsels es, an 1
if they do not there is no doubt but they will have cause to
arepent their carelessness.

i Yours &e.
ONE OF YOURSELVIES
“«Qclober; 1832, -




