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GM1054 GERMAN FOR BEGINNERS 1
15 credit points

Course Tutors
All queries regarding course organisation and assessment should be addressed to Frau Sabrina Link (Course Co-ordinator), Room Taylor A 16, phone 01224-272633 (sabrina.link@abdn.ac.uk). 

Student hour: Monday, 2-3 and Tuesday, 3-4 (please e-mail in advance)
Dr Gundula Sharman (Programme Co-ordinator), Taylor A6, phone 01224-272486 (g.m.sharman@abdn.ac.uk)

Student hours: Wednesday and Thursday, 11-12 (please e-mail in advance)
Lea Steinebrey, (Tutor)
Pre-requisites: None. No previous knowledge of German is required for this course.

NOTE: Students with a Standard Grade or GCSE in German (or equivalent) may enrol in this class.

Students with a Higher or A-Level in German (or equivalent) will not be admitted to the course.
1. COURSE AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES
Aims

The course aims to introduce the fundamentals of German grammar and a basic working vocabulary and to give extensive practice in reading, writing, listening and speaking. It is designed to provide students with a sound foundation in German, enabling them to progress to level 2 and ultimately to Honours level.
Learning outcomes
By the end of the module, students will have developed the following:

1. The ability to understand the gist of authentic spoken and written German

2. The ability to speak and write about familiar topics with a degree of accuracy and fluency

3. The ability to manipulate common German verbs appropriately in some of the major spoken tenses

4. The ability to formulate and manipulate basic sentences

5. The ability to cope fluently and accurately in German in a variety of simulated situations

6. The ability to analyse and reflect on language, acquire the habits of autonomous learning; make appropriate use of language learning technology; acquire and apply language learning strategies 
2.  TEACHING AND LEARNING 
Students are required to attend/listen to all classes, which are deemed essential to the language learning process. There will be three recordings every week, released on Monday, Tuesday and Friday 1 language practical on various days. 

Language Classes (recordings): For 3 sessions each week, students work with the class tutor through the chapters of a textbook. The course book has a key to exercises in the back, and, apart from assessed work, students monitor their homework themselves.

Language Practicals are given by a native-speaker tutor from Germany or Austria in tutorial groups. These classes are designed to practice and reinforce the material covered in the core language classes. 
Independent study: It is recommended that students spend approximately 8 hours a week working independently through the textbook with the CD and the material of the workbook outside class hours. It is essential that students consolidate what has been covered in class from the textbook and systematically work through the exercises in the work book. The work book has a key to the exercises in the back, and, apart from assessed work, students monitor their homework themselves.

In addition, students are encouraged to make full use of German resources found on the internet, including watching German TV and films. A collection of German DVDs is available in the library. 

3. Assessment
The work of GM 1054 will be assessed as follows:


2 written online tests (50%), weekly online quizzes (20%) and a written homework exercise (30%).

The written tests based on material studied in the prescribed course book. 

Marking
All work is marked according to the University’s Common Grading Scale (CGS).  

General information about what is expected will be provided when work is set. All written work will be marked and returned with comments and suggestions for improvement where relevant, no later than 3 weeks after the date the exercise was due. Written homework may be discussed with staff before submission only where explicit provision is made for this. Students are encouraged to discuss work with staff once it has been marked and returned.

4.  BIBILOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Required Books

Evans, Sandra et al.
Menschen A1 Arbeitsbuch


Hueber ISBN: 978-3-19-111901-0 

Evans, Sandra et al.
Menschen Glossary XXL A1.1 Deutsch – Englisch    



Hueber ISBN: 978-3-19-051901-9 

Evans, Sandra et al.

Menschen Glossary XXL A1.2 Deutsch – Englisch    




Hueber   ISBN: 978-3-19-061901-6 




Dictionary (any convenient edition or www.pons.de / http://www.collinsdictionary.com/)

Please note the extensive list of short and easy readers for German. These books are available from the library. Search for: easy readers Reihe A (or B; or C).
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5. COURSE PROGRAMME AND ASSESSMENT DEADLINES
NOTE:  Tutors reserve the right to alter details in this programme according to their assessment of student’s progress/needs in class. 

	Wk
	Lecture 

Chapter
	Lecture 

Grammar points
	Language Practical

Preperation
	Deadlines
	Vocabulary

	1
	1 – 2 
	Monday: greetings, word order
	No Language Practical takes place
	The first class will be held on Mon, 28th Sep 2020

Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 04.10.20 (available from Wedensday, 30.09.2020 at 9am)
	p.1-12

	
	
	Tuesday: Alphabeth, verb conjungtion  
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: nouns: numbers, nationalities, countries, jobs
	
	
	

	2
	3 – 4 
	Monday: statements, yes/no questions, w-questions
	1st LP

Preperation: 

Lektion 1/8

Lektion 1/9
Lektion 1/Test/2-3

+ listening exercise 
	Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 11.10.20 (available from Wedensday, 07.10.2020 at 9am)
	p.12-27

	
	
	Tuesday: possessivpronouns, particle denn
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: definite article
	
	
	

	3
	5 – 6
	Monday: indefinite article, negative indefinite article 
	Preperation:
Lektion 2/9
Lektion 3/15

Lektion 3/10
Herr Rossmann Teil 1
	Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 18.10.20 (available from Wedensday, 14.10.2020 at 9am)
	p.27-35

	
	
	Tuesday: negation, plural
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: accusative case
	
	
	

	4
	7 – 9
	Monday: modal verb können 

	Preperation:
Lektion 4/Test/5
Lektion 5/3

+ listening exercise
Herr Rossmann Teil 2
	Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 25.10.20 (available from Wedensday, 21.10.2020 at 9am)
	p.43-53

	
	
	Tuesday: verbs: wissen, fahren, lesen, treffen, Particles ja, aber, wirklich
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: telling the time, Modalverb möchten, Verb mögen
	
	
	

	5
	10 – 11


	Monday: revision
	Preperation:
Lektion 6/6
Lektion 7/3

Lektion 7/4
Lektion 7/9

+ listening exercise

	Online test (25%)
	p.61-65

Vocabulary revision

	
	
	Tuesday: seperable verbs
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: perfect tense
	
	
	

	6
	-
	-
	-
	CULTURE WEEK
	

	7
	12 – 14
	Monday: temporal prepositions von, bis, um, am, im
  
	Preperation:
Lektion 10/3
Lektion 10/4

Lektion 11/4

Lektion 11/5

Herr Rossmann Teil 3
+ listening exercise
	Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 15.11.20 (available from Wedensday, 11.11.2020 at 9am)
	p. 66-68 &4-11

	
	
	Tuesday & Friday: dative case
	
	
	

	8
	15 – 17 

	Monday: temporal prepositions vor, nach, in, für 
	Preperation:
Lektion 11/6
Lektion 15/10

Lektion 14/Test/3

Lektion 15/3

Lektion 15/8

Herr Rossmann Teil 4
	Homework (30%)

Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 22.11.20 (available from Wedensday, 18.11.2020 at 9am)
	p.24-29
Vocabulary revision

	
	
	Tuesday: ordinal numbers
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: genitive case with names, verb werden
	
	
	

	9
	18 – 19


	Monday: jed-, letzt-, nächst-, modal verb wollen
	Preperation:
Lektion 17/3-4
Lektion 17/Test/2

Herr Rossmann Teil 1(2)
	Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 29.11.20 (available from Wedensday, 25.11.2020 at 9am)
	p. 29-44

	
	
	Tuesday: imperative
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: preterite 
	
	
	

	10
	20 – 22
	Monday: revision
	Preperation:
Lektion 17/7
Lektion 20/2

Lektion 19/2

Herr Rossmann Teil 2(2)

+ listening exercise
	Online test (25%)
	p. 45-62

	
	
	Tuesday: prefix un-, accusative pronouns
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: modal verbs müssen, dürfen, verb tragen
	
	
	

	11
	23 – 24
	Monday: comperative
	Preperation:
Lektion 20/7-8
Lektion 21/6

Lektion 21/3

Lektion 22/4

Herr Rossmann Teil 3 (2)

Herr Rossmann Teil 4 (2)
	Weekly MyAberdeen Quiz due Sunday, 13.12.20 (available from Wedensday, 09.12.2020 at 9am)
	p.63-69

	
	
	Tuesday: Konjunktiv II
	
	
	

	
	
	Friday: Suffix -los, Particle denn
	
	
	


Assessment Deadlines

Please note that it is your responsibility to ensure that assessments are handed in on time. The date for the assessments is given in the table above. You should not expect to receive additional reminders about deadlines in class.
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