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Medical Humanities SSC choices 
Alternative Project Proposal
26-27

This is an initial proposal and can be revised following discussion but please provide as much information as possible.

Please return your completed initial proposal form by email to leeannebodkin@abdn.ac.uk as soon as you can with last opportunity by  16th June 2026.  You will be informed if you need to make any amendments to your proposal and if you are required to attend approval panel in June

1. Project Title

	Project Title
	


	Student Name 
	


	Contact email
	

	Credits (15 or 30)
	

	Suggested supervisor (if known)
	

	Project Location
	



2. Project Proposal - a brief summary of your project and its aims and objectives (max 300 words)

	
T




3. Supervisor, including contact details and their academic credentials   (suitable supervisor may be organised in liaison with SSC Coordinator)
	





	Project Title
	


	Student Name 
	




4. Core Skills - please indicate skills this project will develop.
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5. Ethical considerations – please think about ethical dimensions (data protection, safeguarding etc…)

	





Other Information - please detail any other information to support your proposal. 
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THIRD YEAR MEDICAL HUMANITIES SSC CHOICES - 2013
The Medical Humanities SSC takes place in Third Year, during the six weeks prior to the Christmas break.

The aim of most options is to give students an opportunity to acquire an alternative ‘take’ upon medicine and/or health,
sickness or disability, which is not provided by the mainstream medical curriculum. In the main, this is achieved by studies in
‘Medical Humanities’, which are broadly defined to include educational studies, anthropology, sociology, history, philosophy
etc. Anatomy (or rather dissection), the one option that is also found in the mainstream curriculum, includes some attention to
historical and social aspects of the subject which are not normally covered

The French, German, Gaelic and Spanish options focus on foreign language skills, but since these are 15 credit courses
which must be taken with another 15 credit option, most curricula that can be constructed address, in one way or another,
broad medical humanities themes such as

= knowledge-making — the contextual, constructed, and contingent nature of knowledge

= reflection upon processes of teaching and learning

= understanding the experience of medicine, health, iliness, and disability, from the perspectives of patients and/or
medical/health professionals

Some options have been specifically designed for the SSC, while others are special versions of courses taken by other
students. One of the main differences between the parent courses and Medical Humanities SSC versions is in the form of
assessment. Alternative means of assessment allow the Medical Humanities SSC students to complete their assessments
before Christmas, rather than by taking the January exams.

The general principle upon which the SSC operates is that students must undertake the equivalent of a full-time curriculum
outside the School of Medicine and Dentistry. Since full-time students normally take courses amounting to 60 credits over
twelve-weeks, this means that over the six weeks of the SSC, you must achieve 30 credits

Please note that the credit point is defined as follows: ‘One credit point s the outcome of learning achieved by an average
student through 10 notional hours of leaming time'. This implies that to do well you must devote 300 hours to the SSC.




