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Grants Academy: UKRI recurring calls

	ResearchConnect

	The University of Aberdeen subscribes to ResearchConnect - a comprehensive database of research funding opportunities. Using institutional credentials University of Aberdeen researchers can set up regular bespoke alerts to inboxes.



	Supporting Grant Applications (SGA) / Intention to Submit (ITS)

	Applications to UKRI should follow the relevant School or Institute SGA/ITS process. Please aim to complete this at least 8 weeks ahead of the call deadline; please liaise with your R&I Research Development Executive for further guidance. 
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	LATEST UKRI FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

	Recurring calls (excluding fellowships) are listed below. Additional strategic and directed calls will be circulated through regular email bulletins and listed on the R&I external funding webpages. A listing of opportunities are also on the UKRI Funding finder.




	UKRI various councils RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	Access to Isambard-AI and Dawn AIRR supercomputers: Gateway route
	Open
	
	 up to 10,000 GPU hours 



	AHRC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	AHRC responsive mode: Standard Research Grant
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	Up to £1.5M

	AHRC responsive mode: Curiosity Award
	Open
	up to 5yrs
	£100K

	AHRC responsive mode: Catalyst Award
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	Up to £300K

	AHRC responsive mode: UKRI NSF-SBE lead agency
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	Up to £1.5M

	AHRC responsive mode: Working with Brazilian researchers
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	Up to £1.5M

	AHRC responsive mode: Collaborate with researchers in Luxembourg
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	Up to £1.5M






	BBSRC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	BBSRC New investigator award: applicant-led mode
	14 January 2026
	Up to 5yrs
	Up to £2M

	BBSRC standard research grant: applicant-led mode
	14 January 2026
	
	Up to £2M

	BBSRC international travel award scheme
	30 September 2025
	1 month
	Up to £3K

	BBSRC Brazil pump-priming award
	Open
	
	Up to £35K



	ESRC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	ESRC responsive mode: research grants round two
	Open
	Up tp 5yrs
	£350K–£1M

	ESRC responsive mode: new investigator grants round two
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	£100K-250K

	 ESRC responsive mode: working with Brazilian researchers
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	£350K–£1M

	 ESRC responsive mode: working with Luxembourg researchers
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	£350K–£1M

	ESRC responsive mode: UKRI-SBE lead agency opportunity
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	£350K–£1M

	ESRC responsive mode: Secondary Data Analysis Initiative
	Open 
	Up to 2yrs
	Up to £300K



	EPSRC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	EPSRC programme grant outline stage (invite only after successful outline application)
	Open
	Up to 6yrs
	

	EPSRC new investigator award: responsive mode
	Open
	Typically 1-3yrs
	-

	EPSRC standard research grant
	Open
	No limit
	-

	EPSRC network grant: responsive mode
	Open
	Up to 3yrs
	-

	Strategic infrastructure outlines (subject to internal triage)
	Open
	
	From £400K

	EPSRC working with overseas scientists: responsive mode (invite only, after successful expression of interest)
	Open
	-
	-

	EPSRC Overseas travel grant: responsive mode
	Open
	Up to 1yr
	-

	Mathematical sciences small grants 
	Open
	Up to 1yr
	£10-80K

	EPSRC Discipline hopping in ICT: responsive mode
	Open
	3-24 months
	-



	MRC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	Developmental pathway funding scheme
	3 p.a.; March, July, November
	No limit
	-

	Experimental medicine
	2 p.a.; April, October
	No limit
	-

	MRC: partnership grant: applicant-led
	Open
	Up to 5yrs
	-

	MRC: research grant: applicant-led

	Open
	Typically 5yrs
	Up to £3.1M

	MRC: new investigator research grant: applicant-led
	Open
	Typically 3yrs
	No limit

	Developmental pathway funding scheme: stage one
	18 March 2026
	No limit
	No Limit



	NERC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	NERC urgency funding
	Open
	Up to 1yr
	£100K

	 (Applications should be submitted under existing programmes eg Pushing the Frontiers, large grants)
	Open
	-
	-

	Work with US-based researchers on environmental science research (UK researchers are supported by NERC; US counterparts by NSF)
	Open
	-
	-

	Pushing the Frontiers of environmental research (subject to internal triage)
	2 p.a. (January and July)
	
	



	STFC RECURRING CALLS
	DEADLINE 
	TERM
	FUNDING

	PATT travel claim for competitively awarded observation time
	Open
	
	

	Return to research support bursary (to develop a proposal for the STFC fellowship scheme)
	Open
	Up to 6 months
	£2.5K



	UKRI INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION OPPORTUNITIES

	Collaborate with researchers in Norway – UKRI (all councils except BBSRC)
	
Open
	Money Follows Cooperation agreement to enable eligible UK PIs to submit collaborative applications with Norwegian co-Is.

	UKRI-SBE NSF lead agency opportunity – UKRI (all councils except ESPRC, MRC and NERC)
	
Open
	Up to £1M – for collaborative bids involving UK and US researchers

	


Collaborate with researchers in Luxembourg – UKRI
	


Open
	UKRI and FNR MoU to support collaborative applications where UKRI will receive joint applications from eligible UK and Luxembourg applicants on behalf of both organisations. UKRI and FNR will co-fund applications submitted to the UKRI council’s responsive mode funding opportunities.

	


Collaborate with researchers in Brazil - UKRI
	


Open
	UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) and FAPESP have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to support collaborative applications. It provides for a lead agency agreement whereby participant UKRI research councils receive and assess joint applications from eligible UK and Brazil-based researchers from the state of São Paulo on behalf of both organisations.
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