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Welcome
to this graduation ceremony

Professor Peter Edwards PhD CITP FBCS FIET FRSA
Principal

For more than 525 years, our graduates have provided the world with excellence and innovation. 

Today you, our graduands, become part of that story.

Our University was founded in 1495 to be ‘open to all and dedicated to the pursuit of truth in the 
service of others’ and this purpose has successfully guided us throughout the centuries. 

Our record of excellence and innovation in teaching and research, and our international outlook and 
dedication to ensuring our students realise their full potential, has produced countless numbers of 
highly skilled graduates who have gone on to make a real impact on the world.

Your predecessors did great things and among them were key figures in the Scottish Enlightenment, 
the founder of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, the discoverer of the mosquito-
malaria theory, as well as a host of leading public figures in the UK, Scotland and overseas.

With Aberdeen being ranked among the top 20 UK universities and consistently in the UK top 15 
for overall student satisfaction in the National Student Survey since 2021, you can take pride in the 
knowledge that you have graduated from an institution acknowledged as being one of the best in the 
UK.

Throughout your time studying with us, I hope you have experienced a learning environment which 
nurtures intellectual curiosity, where all members of our wonderful community have developed and 
grown. You will have been taught by researchers at the forefront of their field. You sit here having 
achieved success in what is unquestionably a challenging curriculum, designed to bring out the best 
in everyone.

Today you join our worldwide alumni family and the strong sense of belonging you will have felt on 
campus extends beyond graduation and beyond borders. With more than 150,000 alumni in 170 
countries, you will always find a member of our University community nearby, and we work hard 
to keep you connected wherever you go in the future. Higher education transforms lives and our 
alumni stay connected because of the excellent and memorable education they have received here at 
Aberdeen; I sincerely hope this will also be true for all of you.

Today isn’t only about our fantastic graduands, it’s about 
the family, partners and friends who are here to celebrate 
alongside them. This is a special day for every single person 
here, whether you are in a gown or not.

On behalf of everyone at the University, I offer my 
congratulations to you all. The entire University community 
takes great pride in each and every one of you and wishes 
you every success in your future life and career.



Mario Testino ©



Gaudeamus igitur
(The first and last lines of each verse are sung twice.)

Gaudeamus igitur, juvenes dum sumus.
Post jucundam juventutem, 
post molestam senectutem, 
nos habebit humus.
Vivat Academia, vivant Professores.
Vivat membrum quodlibet, 
vivat membra quaelibet:
semper sint in flore!
Alma Mater floreat, quae nos educavit;
caros et commilitones, 
dissitas in regiones 
sparsos congregavit

Translation
Let us therefore rejoice, while we are young.
After the joys of youth, 
after the troubles of old age, 
the earth will have us. 

Long live Academe, long live those who 
teach.Long live each member, 
long live all the members:
may they always flourish.

Let our Alma Mater flourish, which has 
taught us; dear ones and comrades, 
scattered in remote places, 
she gathered. 

The Graduands’ Procession 
Before the ceremony formally begins, a Sacrist, bearing the gold casket 
containing the University’s Freedom Scroll, awarded as part of the 
Freedom of the City of Aberdeen in 1995, leads the graduands into the 
ceremony. The role of the Sacrist dates back to the early days of the 
founding of the University in 1495. 

The title “Sacrist” is a diminutive of “Sacristan” who was the officer 
of the church in charge of the sacristy which was the room where the 
sacred utensils, vestments and other movables were kept. The modern 
word in Scotland for the sacristy is the vestry. Next are the promoters, 
senior members of the academic staff who will call the individual 
graduands for the conferral of their  degree. The audience should 
remain seated while the graduands enter the hall and take their seats.

Civic and Academic Processions
The audience will be asked to stand as the civic and academic 
processions enter. The civic procession has representatives of the 
civic community, which may include the Lord Provost of the City of 
Aberdeen, representatives of the City Council and of such other 
bodies as the Guildry, the Seven Incorporated Trades, the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Judiciary

As the academic procession enters, the audience will sing Gaudeamus 
Igitur. Music has always been an essential feature of the University’s 
cultural life. Gaudeamus Igitur, a medieval student song from Germany, 
is sung at every Aberdeen graduation ceremony. The presiding officer 
is last in the procession, and is either the Chancellor, as ceremonial 
head of the University, the Pro-Chancellor, or the Vice-Chancellor. 

The Chancellor, Her Majesty Queen Camilla, is the nominal  
head of the University and confers degrees on graduates.  

This duty is often shared with her deputy, the Pro-Chancellor, 
Professor Sir Iain Torrance KCVO.

Vice-Chancellor is generally known in Scotland as the Principal, and is 
executive head of the University. The Chancellor and Pro-Chancellor 
wear gowns decorated with gold, and the Principal’s gown is decorated 
with silver. When the Chancellor or Pro-Chancellor are present, the 
Principal usually wears a purple ceremonial gown.

Order of Ceremony



The Prayer of Thanksgiving
The audience will remain standing until the processions have 
reached their places, and while the Chaplain to the University 
says the opening prayer.

Conferral of Degrees
All degrees are conferred in Latin, consistent with the 
traditions of a 500 year old university. Though the precise 
formula for each degree varies, the promoter seeks permission 
from the Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor, and 
from all the doctors and masters of the University, to present 
the various candidates for the conferral of their degree.

Permission is granted on behalf of the Senatus and the names 
of the individual graduands are called. To signify the conferral, 
the head of each graduand is touched with a small ornate cap 
and a Sacrist then places over their head the academic hood, or 
helps to gown a doctoral graduate. The hoods, lined in different 
colours to identify the various degrees, lend the ceremony 
its distinctive colour, and are worn with the gown only after 
graduating. Graduands receiving a Doctorate Award are robed 
in a scarlet gown whilst they are on the platform; all other 
graduands wear a black gown and are ‘hooded’ in their degree 
colour when they are on the platform.

Address to Graduates
After all the degrees have been conferred, the presiding 
officer will either deliver an address to the graduates or will call 
upon another senior member of the University or an honorary 
graduate to do so.

Benediction and Processions
The audience will remain standing while the Chaplain to the 
University pronounces the benediction and the academic, 
civic and graduate processions leave the hall. The inclusion 
of the new graduates in these processions symbolises their 
membership of the global University of Aberdeen community.

All degrees are conferred 
in Latin, consistent with the 
traditions of a

500
year old

university

+

Graduation Ceremony
Tuesday 25 November 2025 at 10.30am

Higher Degrees and Awards
By Research

Doctor of Philosophy
Justin Irving Claydon Psychology
Elinor Louise Graham Archaeology 
Matthew Astley Johnson Psychology 
Lucinda Kate Layfield Geology & Geophysics 
Spyridon Saltapidas Geology & Geophysics 
Riccardo Sordi Geology & Geophysics 
Peter Joseph Stewart Archaeology 
Rifky Mubarak Wijanarko Geology & Geophysics 
John Alexander Wood Geology

Master of Research

Psychology
Pepita Alex with Distinction
Apoorva Amirapu with Distinction
Beatrix Duff with Distinction
Zofia Farkowska with Distinction
Toni Font 
Lihui Hu with Distinction
Abbie MacAskill with Distinction
Azar Rafatmah with Commendation
Ke Zhao with Distinction

Arts & Social Sciences

Higher Degrees and Awards
Taught Programmes

Master of Science

Archaeology
Sydney Lee Denekamp with Distinction
Michael St Myer with Commendation
Logan Virginia Truesdell with Commendation
Thomas Warrington with Commendation

Archaeology of the North
Sidney Elizabeth Paulson with Distinction

Bioarchaeological Science
Yusef Imran Hayes with Commendation
Tayla Louise Sanders with Distinction

Biomolecular Archaeology
Kavishahini Aravinthan with Distinction
James Rhys William Dillon with Distinction
Alessia Gatti with Commendation

Cultural Heritage
Finlay George Thomas Blackwood with Distinction
Phokin Sriphong 

Osteoarchaeology
Kelsea Tanna Ashmore with Commendation
Kaitlin Alexandra Cowan with Distinction
Rachel Leach with Distinction
Jennie Rose Lee with Distinction
Nicola Melody Thompson with Commendation

Sustainability Transitions
Rand Dherar Saleem Al-Jafar with Commendation
Ahmad Nasir Gwarzo with Commendation
Oluwatimileyin Olajide Oluwarantimi Kalejaiye  
with Commendation
Amy Logue with Distinction
Wisdom Chimdumaga Ugonwokoma  
with Commendation
Yusei Yamagishi with Commendation

Master of Land Economy

Rural Surveying and Rural property Management
Gareth Mills 
Rachel Elizabeth Peutherer with Commendation
Joseph Francis Lee Thomson with Commendation

Undergraduate Degrees and Awards

Master of Arts
Honours Degrees

Geography-History
Malgorzata Julia Skwiot with First Class Honours

Psychology
Lucas Fabian Arce Garcia 
Babu John 
Leanne Courtney Elizabeth Park 
Luke Philip Perera 
Hazel Smith 
Nghiep Lilly Truong 



Psychology with Counselling Skills
Aimee Joanne Peel 

Science

Higher Degrees and Awards
Taught Programmes

Master of Science

Geographical Information Systems
Isaac Anane with Commendation
Pascal Victor Tawiah Cleland with Commendation
David Lionel Delaney with Distinction
Solomon Nii Amoo Dodoo with Commendation
Anita Georgina Haddock with Distinction
Cynthia Mugabo with Commendation
Christian Kumi Owusu-Addo with Commendation
Daniela Vargas Sanabria with Commendation
Athulia Variath Girish with Commendation
Sruthi Yalluri with Commendation

Geophysics
Ajay Johnson with Commendation
Charlie Margaret MacDougall with Distinction
Favour Oluomachi Ogbonna with Commendation
Lennox Elizabeth Robertson with Commendation

Integrated Petroleum Geosciences
Deborah Adebisi Adedun with Distinction
Akosua Ohenewaa Amoako Dadey 
Nichakorn Amornpiyapong with Distinction
Sadiq Rikiji Buhari 
Rhiannon Fraser Davies with Commendation
Chiaran Tamzin Martina Duncan  
with Commendation
Samuel Temitope Jokotagba with Commendation
Kasper Arkadiusz Konieczny 
Jack McFarlane with Commendation
Aydan Mammadova with Commendation
Jamila Mammadova with Commendation
Jake Newlands with Distinction
Christopher Thomas Sackfield with Distinction
Musa Umar Baba 

Oil & Gas Enterprise Management
Junxiao Wu with Commendation

Petroleum Data Management
Amarachi Grace Agiri with Distinction
Chenjun Guo 
Askhat Urazimbetov with Distinction

Planetary Sciences
Ben Mark Attwood with Distinction
Timo Bernard with Distinction
Devika Edathadan Dhananjayan with 
Commendation
Avishek Ghosal with Distinction
Gopikaa Jaiprakash with Commendation
Ariane Helena Elizabeth Redwood with Distinction

Muhammad Fayez Rizvi with Distinction
Kiarra Skye Sears with Distinction
Mythili Sanjeev Tambraparni with Distinction
London Anastasia Malachi Vallery with Distinction

Psychological Studies
Qi Chen with Distinction
Wenjie Chen with Commendation
Xingyan Chen with Commendation
Xiarong Deng with Distinction
Nikita Jha with Distinction
Gayatri Khandelwal with Commendation
Corinne Aileen Marr with Commendation
Faeeja Humaira Meem with Distinction
Xiao Wu 
Jiayi Zhang with Commendation

Psychological Studies with Mental Health
Nancy Nishimwe Gatima 
Khadija Shakeel with Distinction
Oluwatobiloba Iyioluwa Solarin with Distinction

Psychological Studies with  
Organisational Psychology
Snekha Angelin Jesudason with Commendation
Amber Khan with Commendation

Sustainable Energy Geoscience
Lucas Sebastian Clarke 
Alexander Robert Ramsay Innes 
Harry Spence with Distinction

Sustainable Water Management
Raja Muhammad Abu Bakar 
Faiz Fahad M Alrashedi with Commendation
Nandu Marukara Manoj 
Elizabeth Thorne Rutledge with Commendation

Undergraduate Degrees and Awards

Bachelor of Science
Honours Degrees

Psychology
Katie Joyce Fabel with First Class Honours



Honorary Degrees
The words used by the Chancellor  
(or Pro/Vice-Chancellor) are:

“I make and constitute you, declare and proclaim you,  
Doctor and Master of Sacred Theology*, as a sign of which 
I place this cap upon your head, and pray to God, supreme 
in goodness and power, that this act may be blessed and of 
good augury”.

*The above words are used for the Degree of DD:  
differing words are used for other degrees (see below).

 
Higher degrees
Before presenting graduands, the Promoter seeks the 
permission of the Chancellor (or Pro/Vice-Chancellor)  
to do so, saying:

“My Lord Chancellor (or Mr Pro/Vice-Chancellor), Doctors 
and Masters, and the whole University, I present to you 
this candidate (these candidates), who has (have) been 
approved on examination, to be promoted to the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy*”.

If the same Promoter goes on to promote candidates  
for other degrees, the promoter omits the opening  
words, saying “I also present to you…”

The Chancellor (or Pro/Vice-Chancellor) replies:  
“The Senatus assenting, let him (them) be promoted”.

The Promoter then says “Let (name) come up”.

To the first graduand in each degree the Chancellor  
(or Pro/Vice-Chancellor) says:

“By the authority which the most high and mighty Princes  
have in the fullest measure bestowed on this beneficent 
University I make you Doctor and Master of Philosophy*,  
as a sign of which I place this cap upon your head and pray 
to God, supreme in goodness and power, that this act may 
be blessed and of good augury”.

To graduands after the first the Chancellor  
(or Pro/Vice-Chancellor) says: “I make you also”.

*The above words are used for the Degree of Doctor  
of Philosophy: differing words are used for other degrees  
(see below). In conferring degrees of Master, the words  
“Doctor and” are omitted.

Undergraduate Degrees
The same words are used for the presentation of the  
recipients of Undergraduate as for Higher degrees except  
that “Master” or “Bachelor” is used in place of “Doctor”  
and “Master”.

When both non-Honours and Honours graduands in  
the same degree are being presented, the Promoter,  
before calling the first graduand with Honours says,  
“Those who have earned Honours”. 

If both Honours and Pass degree graduands in the same  
degree are being presented, the Promoter, before calling  
the first graduand with a Pass degree says “Those who  
have satisfied the examiners”.

The degrees of MA and BSc may, in certain circumstances,  
be conferred on members of the University staff, in 
recognition of long service and/or exceptional merit.             
When asking permission to present such graduands, the 
Promoter says  
“…I present to you this man/woman who has distinguished 
him/herself over many years in the service of the 
University,     to be promoted to the degree of Master of 
Arts [or Bachelor of Science]”. The same procedure is then 
followed and the same formulae used as in other cases in 
which the degree of MA [or BSc] is conferred.

Professional Diplomas
Following the model above, the same words are used for 
the presentation of the recipients for a Diploma as for 
Degrees, except that Diploma is used in place of Doctor, 
Master, Bachelor.

Note: The Latin words used by Promoters may vary slightly, 
according to the numbers of graduands presented, and 
whether they are male or female.

Graduation CeremoniesGraduation Ceremony
Tuesday 25 November 2025 at 10.30am

Before Ceremony
 
A selection of organ music will be played before the ceremony, concluding with 
Prelude to the Te Deum by Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704)

Interlude
 
The Dark Island	 Ian MacLaughlin 
	 David Silver

After Ceremony
 
Pipe Major Julie Brinklow will pipe out the procession

March in F major – Louis Lefébure-Wély (1817-1869) will be played by the organist.

Stuart Muir Director of Chapel and Ceremonial Music Organist
Michael Muoneke Tenor



Old Aberdeen Campus 
Some of you will have studied in Old Aberdeen, the historic heart of our University, where our 
traditional buildings combine with state of the art facilities for learning, research and recreation. 

Old Aberdeen is home to our revolutionary new Science Teaching Hub which has been designed 
to inspire collaboration between the Chemistry, Medical Sciences, Biological Sciences and 
Geosciences students who study there. Nearby is the state of the art Sir Duncan Rice Library 
which opened in 2012. Over eight floors the library houses the largest of the University’s modern 
collections – including Arts, Humanities, Sciences and Social Sciences, and historic collections of 
rare books, manuscripts and archives in the Special Collections Centre.

Just across the road is the Aberdeen Sports Village, the premier sports facility in the North-
East of Scotland. It is open to students, staff and the public with facilities for athletics, football, 
swimming, hockey, squash, martial arts and boxing.

DD  
Sacrosanctae Theologiae Doctorem 
(Doctor of Sacred Theology)

DPT  
In Theologia Practica 
(Doctor in Practical Theology)

LLD  
Utriusque Iuris, tam Canonici  
quam Civilis, Doctorem 
(Doctor of both the Laws  
– Canon and Civil)

DHC  
Doctorem Honoris Causa 
(Doctor by Reason of Honour)

DLitt, MLitt  
In Litteris Doctorem/Magistrum 
(Doctor/Master in Letters)

EdD, MEd, BEd  
In Arte Mentis Disciplinae Doctorem/ 
Magistrum Baccalaureum 
(Doctor/Master/Bachelor in Art  
of Mental Training)

DMus, MMus, BMus  
In Musica Doctorem/Magistrum/ 
Baccalaureum 
(Doctor/Master/Bachelor in Music)

DSc, MSc, BSc  
In Scientia Doctorem/Magistrum/ 
Baccalaureum 
(Doctor/Master/Bachelor in Science)

EngD, MEng, BEng  
In Studiis Fabrilibus Doctorem/ 
Magistrum/Baccalaureum 
(Doctor/Master/Bachelor in  
Engineering Studies)

MD  
In Medicina Doctorem 
(Doctor in Medicine)

DCE  
Doctor Communitatis Europeae 
(Doctor of the European Community)

PhD, MPhil  
In Philosophia Doctorem/Magistrum 
(Doctor/Master in Philosophy)

DUniv/MUniv  
Universitatis Doctorem/Magistrum 
(Doctor/Master of the University)

MRes  
In Arte Investigationis Magistrum 
(Master in the skill of research)

MBA  
In Negotiis Administrandis Magistrum 
(Master in Administering Businesses)

MLE  
In Oeconomia Agraria Magistrum/ 
Baccalaureum 
(Master in Agrarian Economics)

MScEcon  
In Scientia Oeconomiae Magistrum 
(Master in the Science of Economics)

MTh  
In Sacrosancta Theologica Magistrum 
(Master in Sacred Theology)

LLM, LLB  
In Utroque Iure Magistrum/
Baccalaureum 
(Master/Bachelor in both Laws)

MPH 
In Valetudine Commune Magistrum 
(Master in Common Health)

ChM  
In Chirurgia Magistrum 
(Master in Surgery)

MMedSci, BScMedSci  
In Scientia Medica Magistrum/ 
Baccalaureum 
(Master/Bachelor in Medical Sciences)

MA, BA  
In Artibus Liberalibus Magistrum/ 
Baccalaureum 
(Master/Bachelor in Liberal Arts)

MBus 
In Negotiis Magistrum 
(Master in Business)

MChem  
In Scientia Chymica Magistrum 
(Master in Chemical Science)

MGeol  
In Scientia Geologica 
(Master in Geology)

MPhys  
In Scientia Physica Magistrum 
(Master in Physical Science)

MSci  
In Arte Scientia Magistrum 
(Master in the skill of Science)

BScBioMedSci  
In Scientiis ad Medicinam et Vitam 
Physicam Pertinentibus Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in the Sciences pertaining 
to Medicine and Natural Life)

BScEng  
In Scientia Fabrili Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in Engineering Science)

BD  
In Sacrosancta Theologia 
Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in Sacred Theology)

BTh  
In Theologia Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in Thelogy)

MBChB  
In Medicina et Chirurgia 
Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in Medicine and Surgery)

BMedSci  
In Scientia Medicinae Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in the Science of Medicine)

BDS  
In Dentium Chirurgia Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in the surgery of teeth)

BDentSci  
In Scientia Odontologiae 
Baccalaureum 
(Bachelor in the Science of Dentistry)

PGDE 
Diplomae Graduatae et Professionalis 
in Educatione 
(Professional Graduate Diploma in 
Education)

DPLP 
Diplomae in Regulis Consuetudinis 
Professionalis de Lege 
(Diploma in Professional Legal 
Practice)

PgDip 
Diplomae Graduatae in Consilio 
Privato 	 (In Person Centred 
Counselling)

Degrees
Below are the degrees currently awarded by the University in the form (accusative case)  
in which they appear in the formula of conferral: in each case, an English translation is given.



The AFG College 
with the University of Aberdeen
Opened in 2017, the AFG College with the University of Aberdeen is a multi-million pound facility in Doha 
that is a partnership between the University and the Al-Faleh Group for Educational Services (AFG). 

Since its launch, the College has attracted hundreds of students each year to study a range of University 
of Aberdeen programmes at both undergraduate and postgraduate level. Among its state-of-the-art 
facilities are a fully equipped learning resources centre, IT suites, and teaching and learning space 
equipped with interactive screen technology. 

As part of our Aberdeen 2040 International commitments – our vision to guide the University through 
the coming decades – we teach and research across borders and in Qatar provide the same academic 
experience as that afforded our students in Scotland. 

The University continues to expand its networks and partnerships, seeking new opportunities for 
international and intercultural exchange and to offer more transnational education, enabling learning 
across the globe with key partners.

Foresterhill Campus
Many of our graduates will have spent the majority of their time at our Foresterhill Campus, the 
largest healthcare campus in Europe. 

The Foresterhill campus provides for the provision of high-quality health services, education and 
research and is owned jointly by the University and NHS Grampian. 

The Institute of Medical Sciences (IMS) is a unique, cross-school institution that supports and 
coordinates research within the School of Medicine, Medical Sciences and Nutrition. 

Foresterhill is also home to the state of the art Rowett Institute of Nutrition and Health, which 
aims to address the big issues of our time, including food inequalities, food security and obesity, as 
well as the sustainable development of Scotland’s food industry. 



A message from our Alumni team

Congratulations
on your graduation day!

For many of us, the years we spend as students are the 
best years of our lives. New friendships are formed,  
a new independence gained, and probably quite a 
few life-changing experiences along the way too. 
Your graduation day is a special day and marks the 
achievement of what it has all been for, however, your 
university experience doesn’t end here.

Now that you have graduated you join a community 
of over 150,000 Aberdeen graduates living in 170 
countries. Our aim is to add continual value to your 
experience of being a graduate of the University of 
Aberdeen. We want to hear your success stories and 
are here to help you stay in touch with fellow alumni 
and to keep you informed about what’s happening 
here at the University.

As an Aberdeen graduate you are part of a warm and 
supportive global community of successful individuals. 
By staying in touch with the University you can benefit 
from networking with your fellow alumni around the 
world, take inspiration from their career journeys, 
exchange ideas in your chosen field, catch up with old 
friends and receive invitations for exclusive events 
and opportunities for lifelong learning.

You’ll find that the benefits of studying at Aberdeen 
extend well beyond your graduation. Wherever 
your life takes you, you will always be an Aberdeen 
graduate. We have some very active regional and 
interest-based alumni Chapters and Clubs around the 
world and we host a variety of events to help you stay 
connected with the University and one another.

You can stay in touch by visiting abdn.ac.uk/alumni  
or facebook.com/AberdeenUniversityAlumni

There are also lots of other ways you can get involved 
once you have graduated, like becoming an alumni 
volunteer or donor. Generous donations have 
supported student activities and developments that 
add extra value to student experience.  

There are many exciting projects on the horizon for 
the University and its students. We would like to invite 
you to support these now or in the future and help 
students following in your footsteps to enjoy and take 
full advantage of the Aberdeen experience.     

For more information, please visit 
abdn.ac.uk/giving



University of Aberdeen 
King’s College
Aberdeen
AB24 3FX

 facebook.com/universityofaberdeen
 @aberdeenuni

abdn.ac.uk
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