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	QAC Comments & Recommendations

	Overall, QAC thanks the School of Education for their Annual Programme Reviews and is pleased to see positive progress is being made in several areas.
· The Committee is pleased to note that pass rates remain consistent across all programmes. 
· QAC also commends the TQFE programme for a 100% pass rate after reassessment.
· QAC is pleased to note that all programmes meet subject benchmarks statements.
· The Committee commends MA Education for achieving 1st place in Scotland and 8th in the UK for the 2024 NSS survey. The Committee also commends BA Childhood Practice for achieving a high NSS grade.
· The Committee is also pleased to note that the TQFE programme has retained its 1st place rank in Scotland for the APUC tendering exercise.
· QAC notes that, across all programmes, teaching provision is considered excellent according to CFF and EE reports. 
· QAC notes that the CFF forms for PGDE Secondary indicate that the changes made to lecture and tutorial structure were successful in their attempt to broaden the range of live taught content.
· The Committee also notes that the newly implemented digital story assignment in the TQFE programme has been positively commented on by both students and External Examiners.
· QAC notes that BA Childhood Practice reintroduced campus visits and events to allow more students opportunities to visit the University.
· The Committee also notes that the MA Education programme went to great lengths to create a sense of community amongst their students with hoodies, pizza lunches, coffee and cake feedback sessions and more. 
· QAC recognises the efforts made across all programmes regarding EDI and Decolonisation, including programme development as part of the Anti-Racism within Initial Teacher Education framework and MA Educations’ piloting of 3 courses that aim to diversify course reading. 
· QAC notes the School’s concerns regarding the continued increase in students reporting mental health issues, as well as the rise in students suspending studies for similar reasons. The Committee encourages the School to continue to liaise with Student Support and continue the work they have already been undertaking to tackle this issue. 
· The Committee also notes that the expansion of Early Years provision has placed pressure on many students within BA Childhood Practice, also leading to an increase in extensions and breaks. Again, the Committee would encourage liaising with Student Support in this regard. 
· The Committee notes that students in the MA Education programme experienced difficulties with assessment timelines after placements.  
· QAC notes the concerns raised by the PGDE Primary programme regarding a nationally lowering student uptake rate. The Committee agrees with the School’s strategy to utilise social media and other media outlets.

The Committee is pleased to see progress being made on a number of fronts and looks forward to seeing further progress in next year’s submission. 
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