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INTERNATIONAL ADVICE AND COMPLIANCE TEAM 

Standard Visitor Visa Application

[bookmark: _Hlk103506594]This is information for people who are coming to the UK as tourists or visiting friends or family who are not permanent residents in the UK.
You can also use this visa if you are coming back to Aberdeen just to attend your Graduation Ceremony and your Student/Tier 4 visa is no longer valid.

How do I apply for this visa? 
You can apply for a visa up to 3 months before your intended date of travel to the UK.  You must be outside the UK, applying using the online form here; Visit the UK as a Standard Visitor

What documents should I send to the person applying for the visa?
· Copy of the personal details page of your passport and a copy of your eVisa
· Invitation letter (must be written by you) confirming who is visiting you, when and why (e.g., Graduation).  If your visitors will stay with you, confirm there is enough space in your accommodation for this, note that you cannot do this if you stay in University Halls)
· Financial evidence (if you will provide funds, then send your last 6 months bank statements)
· Proof of your accommodation lease/contract (if the person will be staying with you)
· Letter from University (see below)

What additional documents does the person applying require?
· Current passport or travel document
· Financial evidence (bank statements or payslips for the last 6 months)
· Evidence of intention to leave the UK at the end of the visit (e.g., letter from employer, house ownership, family staying at home)

Further information can be found at; Visiting the UK: guide to supporting documents

Letter from the University
The University cannot provide an invitation letter for your guests, please note you are inviting your guests, and the invitation letter must therefore be written by you.
You can get a letter either to prove that you are a registered student or that you have applied to graduate in person.  Letters can be ordered from the online store.  Go to Product Catalogue> then Students> then Letter Requests and choose the most appropriate for your situation.

What are the conditions of the Standard Visitor visa?
Standard Visitor visas are issued for a maximum stay of 6 months
· cannot take either paid or unpaid work
· cannot extend stay (it is not possible to extend a Visitor visa or switch into a different visa category within the UK)
· cannot access UK public funds
· cannot access medical treatment (you should obtain private medical insurance before you travel)

Further information can be found on the UKCISA website
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