Internal Funding: ODA Opportunities Fund 2025/26
The University has been awarded funding from the SFC/International Science Partnerships Fund (ISPF) Institutional Support Grant to support ODA‑compliant activity. We are now inviting proposals for projects which are ODA compliant and can complete their activity by 31st July 2026. 
A wide range of activities will be considered including seed funding, overseas researcher exchanges, capacity building and training, workshops, partnering activities, impact activities and the extension of existing ODA compliant projects.
Deadline
You must start a Worktribe record by 17th December 2025.
Full application to be submitted via Worktribe by 9th January 2026.
Funding and eligible costs
· Proposals will range in value, appropriate to the partnerships and activity involved.
· Requests for funding over £20k are not expected but will be considered if fully justified and clearly deliverable by 31st July 2026.
· Eligible project costs include all directly incurred and directly allocated project costs (staff time, travel and subsistence, consumables, workshop costs etc).
· Equipment over £10k is not eligible.
· All spend must be completed by 31st March 2026. However, we can prepay or commit funds for activities that will take place between 1st April and 31st July 2026.
Partnerships
Due to the short timescale for set up of projects preference will be given for existing partners (with due diligence already in place). New partners must show they can complete due diligence and set‑up quickly. 
The funding must not be used to deliver activities within, in partnership with or that otherwise benefit China.
Assessment Criteria	
Proposals must be official development assistance (ODA) compliant as defined by the OECD. To be ODA compliant, all funded activity must have the promotion of the economic development and welfare of developing countries on the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) list (excluding China) as its main objective; and be concessional in character. 
Strong applications will:
· Clearly set out how the project enhances economic development and/or welfare in a DAC-listed country.
· Provide the evidence-base, knowledge, solutions, innovations, technologies or pathways to support the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
· Share skills, knowledge, and techniques, and support best practices with overseas partnerships.
· Demonstrate the value added through collaborations with international partners, community partners, industry partners or other external stakeholder.
· Demonstrate a clear and feasible route to achieve proposed outcomes.
· Show potential to yield international co-authorship.
· Supports development opportunities for Early Career Researchers (ECRs).
Review and Allocation of Funds
Applications will be reviewed by a panel drawn from Deans of Research, School Directors of Research, Interdisciplinary Directors, ODA experts, and Research & Innovation staff.
· Preference will be given to applicants who have not previously (or recently) held an internal award.
· Applicants who have previously received funding but not submitted their final report may be considered as a lower priority for funding in this round.
· Preference will be given to projects with partners in Least Developed, Low Income and Lower or Middle-Income Countries on the current DAC list.
· Applications will not be accepted where a Worktribe record has not been started by 17th December 2025.
How to Apply
Applications for this call are being routed through Worktribe. 
Create a Worktribe record by 17th December 2025, populating as follows:
· Provide a Project Description
· Set Funder as ‘University of Aberdeen’
· Set Scheme as ‘Internal Funding Calls Only – Direct Cost’
· Populate Name of Call as ‘International Science Partnerships’
· Themes: select as appropriate
· Select relevant Sustainable Development Goals
· Pre-award Liaison ‘Donna Walker’
· Business Liaison ‘Wendy Rudland’
Submit application form by 9th January 2026 
Complete the budget in Worktribe, complete the Risk tab and upload the application form below to the Documents tab. You should also upload confirmation from the Partners that the proposed activities have been co-developed and that they support the project.

Submit Worktribe record for approval.

Head of School endorsement will be indicated through their approval in Worktribe. In doing so they
agree to take responsibility for provision of the necessary facilities and undertake to ensure timely
reporting by the applicant.
For cross-School/ Institute applications, endorsement from all Heads is required.
Further Information
Any queries should be directed to Wendy Rudland, Research Development Executive – International, europe-rg@abdn.ac.uk.

Application Form
Comments in italics are provided for guidance and should be deleted prior to submission of the application. The word limits are provided for guidance, but the completed application form should not exceed 5 pages.
	[bookmark: _Hlk63087005]Section 1: APPLICANT(S)

	Name of lead applicant and any co-applicants:


	Details of partner organisation(s):


	School(s)/Institute(s):


	Email address of lead applicant:


	Activities co-developed with partners and written support provided ☐

	Please indicate whether Aberdeen applicants have previously received internal funding: Yes ☐ No ☐
If yes, please explain briefly the nature and scope of the role on previously funded projects.
Grant number(s):




	Section 2: PROJECT OUTLINE

	Title:



	Proposed Start and End Dates:


Spend must complete spend by 31st March 2026. Activities can take place until 31st July 2026.

	Summary (200 words): 




Please include: activities, beneficiaries, impact, expected outcomes, and fit with longer‑term research aims. The summary should be written in accessible language suitable for an informed, general readership.

	Funding requested: £



	Section 3: Case for Support:

	Project Description (400 words)




Please describe the proposed activities, where relevant strategic alignment to school priorities. Current status of the partnership and rationale for future collaboration.

	Project Timeline (maximum 150 words)



Please provide a brief timeline of proposed activities, including milestones.

	Impact (150 words)



Outline how you plan to demonstrate and evaluate impact. Describe impact of the proposed research on non-academic stakeholders (e.g., policy makers, business) where appropriate. Further guidance on impact is available at Making the Most of Your Research - A Toolkit | StaffNet | The University of Aberdeen and on evaluation, Evaluation | NCCPE.

	Justification of Resource (150 words)



Full justification of all costs requested. Include a description of any additional funds or resources that will be used to contribute to the project.

	Expected Outcomes
Outcomes from successful applications may include the following, please select all that apply:
☐ External funding applications	
☐ Pilots of proof of concepts 
☐ Multi-stakeholder capacity building for transformative future research 
☐ New interdisciplinary or single disciplinary approaches, methodologies, technologies or archives 
☐ Working papers, scoping studies, research reviews or reports 
☐ Other (please give details) 

Applications will be stronger if you select one or two key outcomes and provide a clear, tangible narrative of how these will be achieved rather than selecting all options and superficial descriptions.



	[bookmark: _Hlk63090747]Section 4: PROJECT PARTNERS & ODA COMPLIANCE

	External Project Partners (200 words)



Please include:
· Who you will collaborate with (new or existing partners)
· The partner’s needs and how these were identified
· What the partner will contribute to the project
· Assurance that new partners can complete due diligence and set‑up quickly
Note: The University will carry out due diligence on partners, including financial, ethical, legal and national security considerations. However, it is important that you understand who your proposed partner is and what their true interests are. You should review the Trusted Research guidance for further information.

	Evidence that the proposed research is ODA compliant (250 words)





Projects must be Official Development Assistance (ODA) compliant as defined by the OECD. All funded activity must primarily promote the economic development and welfare of countries on the OECD DAC list (excluding China).
Please explain:
· The specific problem in a DAC‑listed country (excluding China) that your project will address
· Why this problem matters for that country’s development and welfare (with supporting evidence)
· The specific outcomes your project will deliver and how these will have impact in the country

	Sustainable Development Goals should be clearly indicated in the Worktribe record. Please detail here which indicator(s) this pump-prime funded project would help to address:



For example, SDG7 Affordable & Clean Energy > Target 7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services > Indicator 7.1.1 Proportion of population with access to electricity. United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.



