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Exploring the Use of GenAI Tools in HE

Resource cards to support group discussion

These resource cards are designed to encourage reflection and 
discussion on the use of GenAI tools in higher education in an ethical, 
responsible and effective manner. 
The cards highlight the reasons cited by staff and students for not 
engaging with GenAI, which were identified by the AHE Collaborative 
Development Fund 2023-24 project on “Towards inclusive intelligence: a 
comprehensive examination of GenAI attitudes among HE stakeholders”.  
The report can be accessed at https://abdn.site/AHE-GenAI-HE-Report. 

https://abdn.site/AHE-GenAI-HE-Report
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Exploring the Use of GenAI Tools in HE (1 of 2)

Resource card design 

The resource cards are designed to be double-sided:
The front of each card provides a statement citing a reason for not 
engaging with GenAI tools, followed by a question(s) prompting staff to 
reflect on the issue highlighted.
The back of each card provides two questions to focus the group 
discussion. This is to support staff to develop their thinking around the 
skills and graduate attributes their students need to develop in relation 
to GenAI tools and the activities they could embed in the curriculum to 
support this.
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Exploring the Use of GenAI Tools in HE (2 of 2)

Suggested instructions for a group activity
• Organise participants in pairs or small groups.
• Each group discusses a different card. Participants should:

• Consider the statement and the question(s) on the front of the card, reflecting on 
their own practice.  

• Discuss and make notes on how they would address one or both questions on the 
back of the card. Participants may find it useful to consider the Jisc Digital 
Capabilities Framework (https://abdn.site/Jisc-Dig-Cap)

• Rotate the cards until all groups have reviewed at least 3 cards.
• Start a plenary discussion to share outcomes from discussions.

https://abdn.site/Jisc-Dig-Cap
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Assessing GenAI Outputs

Staff and students highlight that a reason for not using 
GenAI tools is a concern about the quality, accuracy 
and reliability of content generated by these tools. ​

What skill(s) do students need to develop to engage with 
GenAI tools confidently? How can we effectively embed 
these skills into the curriculum?​
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Assessing Output Quality, Accuracy and Reliability

Group discussion
• Reflect on your institution’s graduate attributes and/or skills 

frameworks. Which attributes and/or skills apply?​
• ​What kinds of learning activities or assessment tasks could 

you integrate into your course/module and/or degree 
programme to foster these skills? (E.g. peer review 
sessions focused on evaluating GenAI outputs)
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Ethical Concerns

Staff and students indicate that they don’t engage with 
GenAI tools because they have concerns about the 
ethical implications of doing so.

Thinking about your academic discipline, are there specific 
ethical issues that need to be considered when using 
GenAI tools?
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Addressing Ethical Aspects When Using GenAI Tools

Group discussion
• What are the ethical considerations that need to be 

discussed?​
• Do these considerations vary due to your context / discipline?

• How can we integrate the use of GenAI tools into our 
teaching to help students adopt and apply GenAI ethically 
and responsibly?
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Concerns Around Fairness / Cheating

Staff and students highlight that one reason for not 
using GenAI tools is a concern around their use being 
unfair / resulting in cheating. ​

How can we ensure there is clarity on how they can be 
used and what is acceptable?
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Communicating Acceptable Use of GenAI Tools

Group discussion
• How might you co-create with students a class/cohort 

‘Acceptable use of GenAI tools’ agreement?​
• How might staff and students develop their shared 

understanding of the use of GenAI tools in learning, teaching 
and assessment?
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Relevance of GenAI Tools

Some staff and students indicate that they don’t engage 
with GenAI tools because they don’t see them as 
relevant or applicable to their work.

How might GenAI tools be relevant to your discipline and 
the future careers of your students? What transferable 
skills might students develop by working with GenAI tools?
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Exploring Relevance of GenAI Tools to Work

Group discussion
• How are GenAI tools used within industry / your discipline? 

How might they be used in future? How can students prepare 
for this?​

• What transferrable skills do students have that can be  
developed to engage with GenAI tools? (e.g. crafting search 
questions) 
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Copyright and Intellectual Property

Some staff and students indicate that they don’t engage 
with GenAI tools because they are concerned about the 
copyright implications of using them.

How can students explore copyright issues within their 
discipline? Are there specific copyright issues that need to 
be considered when using GenAI tools?​
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Examining Copyright and Intellectual Property Issues

Group discussion
• How can we support students to explore issues of 

intellectual property and copyright, particularly in relation to 
GenAI generated content?

• How can we help students understand the importance of 
referencing / giving attribution whenever they use someone 
else’s work, especially in the context of GenAI? ​
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Data Privacy and Security

Staff and students highlight that they are concerned 
about the data they input into GenAI tools and how this 
may be used.

How can we help students understand how their data may 
be used by GenAI tools? And to make informed choices 
about their use of GenAI tools?​
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Considering Data Collection, Use, Privacy, Ownership

Group discussion
• How might you design a learning activity to help students 

increase their awareness and understanding of how GenAI 
tools and other digital platforms collect and use their data?

• What skills might students develop through exploring 
questions around how GenAI tools collect and use data? 
How might this fit with your institution’s graduate attributes 
and/or skills frameworks?​
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