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INTERNATIONAL ADVICE AND COMPLIANCE TEAM 

Student Visa Online Application in the UK

The following link takes you to the Student Visa application form for use in the UK.  You can save your application and go back to it later; https://visas-immigration.service.gov.uk/product/student  

You should answer “No” to the questions “Do you have an immigration adviser based in the UK?” and “Do you want to add a helper to your account?”.

The University’s Sponsor Licence Number is 1GF1B20B2.  Your CAS number is a unique number issued to you.  If you are continuing with the same course, we will request a new CAS for you after we have assessed your situation.  Do not put your old CAS number on the form.  

The University is a Higher Education Provider with a track record of compliance

You should complete as much of the form as possible.  Please stop at the Study details section.
Do not make any payments until your application form and documents have been checked by an International Student Adviser.

CAS
For a new course, your CAS will be issued by Admissions.  For continuing students, your CAS will be issued by the Student Immigration Compliance Team as requested by an International Student Adviser (see below).

List of Requirements 
· Current passport for yourself and any dependants
· eVisa for yourself and any dependants
· National Identity Card Number (if still valid)
· ATAS Certificate (if applicable) - this is for postgraduate students studying certain subjects – see 
Academic Technology Approval Scheme.  Some nationalities are exempt.
· Official Financial Sponsor’s Letter (if applicable) from government, agency or international company confirming funding (see below) 
· Qualification Certificates – only required for new students studying below degree level


Official Financial Sponsorship 
If you are in receipt of a scholarship from the University, this should be declared on the application form. However, you should not need to provide a Sponsorship letter because this information is normally given on your CAS.

Even if your funding has ceased or you come under the 12-month financial evidence rule, you will still need a “No Objection” letter confirming that your sponsor is happy for you to stay for a further period in the UK.  

The Rules say:
If the applicant has, in the last 12 months before the date of application, completed a course of studies in the UK for which they have been awarded a scholarship or sponsorship by a Government or international scholarship agency covering both fees and living costs for study in the UK, they must provide written consent in relation to the application from that Government or agency.

The above rules also apply to your dependants if they have been sponsored.

Financial Evidence
If you have been living in the UK with a valid visa for more than 12 months, and without any prolonged absences within the last 12 months, you do not need to show financial evidence.

Holidays and short absences from the UK do not break the 12-month period.  However, if an applicant has not been based in the UK for a significant part of the 12 months; for example, for at least 3 months, they will not meet the requirement.
If you have been in the UK for less than 12 months you will need to show financial evidence as follows:

Personal bank statements (your account, parents’ account or joint account - not a company or business account) dated no more than 31 days before the date of your application.  The date is taken from the closing balance on the account not the statement date.  The statement must show that the correct level of funding as specified in the Student guidance (fees and living expenses/maintenance) has been held in your account for a period of at least 28 days prior to your visa application.  The amount required for students is £1,171 per month up to a maximum of 9 months (study period) and for each dependant £680 per month up to a maximum of 9 months (visa period).

The funds in the bank account must be accessible immediately and should be held as cash funds.

Low Risk National - Differential Evidence Requirement
Nationals of certain countries are classed as ‘Low Risk’.  This is referred to as ‘Differentiation Arrangements’ or ‘Differential Evidence’ by UK Visas.  A list of nationalities can be found under ST 22.1 Differential evidence requirement for a Student on the following website; Immigration Rules Appendix Student

The Student Rules say:
Differential evidence requirement for a Student
Evidence to show that the applicant meets the financial requirement and the requirement to provide documents used to obtain an offer does not need to be provided with the application (but may be required by the decision maker) if the applicant is applying from the country or territory where they are living, or from in the UK ………….
 
Dependants
[bookmark: _Hlk118219904][bookmark: _Hlk105688485]If your dependants are applying at the same time as you, you must set up individual forms linked to your application.  Further information can be found on the following websites; Your partner and children and Bringing your family to the UK UKCISA

Visa Application Fee
The visa application fee in the UK is £524.

Immigration Health Surcharge
As part of your Student visa application, you are required to pay an Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) for yourself and any dependants.  The process for doing this is integrated into the online Student visa application form.  As you work your way through the form, you will be taken to a section which assesses how much you are required to pay.  You will have to make this payment before you can complete the online visa application.

The cost for students is £776 per year of study.  If your visa extension is for less than 6 months you will have to pay £388.  Please note you are also charged for the extra 4 months granted on your visa after your course end date.  The charge for each dependant is the same amount as the charge for the main student.

The exact amount depends on how much ‘leave’ you will be granted.  The initial assessment is not always accurate so UK Visas & Immigration might have to contact you to make a top-up payment or you might get a partial refund if you have paid too much.  This will only be worked out by the caseworker once you have submitted your visa application.

[bookmark: _Hlk220597355]Once your visa has been granted, you will then be able to use NHS services.  You will still be required to pay for dental treatment, but prescriptions and eye tests are free in Scotland.


CAS Issuing Requirements for Continuing Students
For a new course of study, Admissions issue the CAS.  If you need further time to complete your existing programme of study the International Advice and Compliance team want to help you obtain the visa you need to successfully complete your programme of study.  However, a CAS can only be issued if the Home Office rules permit this.  Please read the restrictions below, divided by level of study.  Please read all sections that apply to you:

General Restrictions
· Debt: Students with outstanding debt generally not eligible, though ongoing compliance with payment plans and active government sponsorship will be considered. Students who cannot register due to debt will not receive a CAS.
· Poor Attendance and/or Engagement: Active C6/7’s will generally prevent CAS issuance. Past poor attendance will be reviewed and evidence may be requested.
· Visa Refusal: CAS will not be issued or may be withdrawn if your visa application is likely to be refused. Reasons include (only where applicable) financial requirements, TB certificate, ATAS refusal, or overstayers. The International Student Advisers (ISAs) will make every effort to assist you in avoiding a visa refusal but no outcome can be guaranteed as the application is you responsibility.  
· Graduation: No CAS for attending graduation only. Guidance on ETA/Standard visitor visa will be provided.
· Graduate Route: No CAS for applying to the Graduate Route only. Successfully completing your programme (refer to Grad Route FAQs) on time should allow sufficient time for this application.
· Progression: We will liaise with Registry to ensure you have sufficient credit or academic approval to progress to the period of study you are requesting the CAS for (e.g. if you have repeated a year of study and are progressing to the next year of study).

PhD or Doctoral Level PGR Students  
· Must have an academic extension, viva date, or corrections submission date after your current visa expiry date.

PGR SCQF11 Research Students (for example, Masters by Research)
· You must apply for a visa extension outside the UK due to the academic level of your programme.  Must have an academic extension, viva date, or corrections submission date after your current visa expiry date and it must be possible for you to return to the UK before your new academic end date.

UG or PGT Students
· Attendance: On campus must be required and you must be registered.  Generally CAS is not issued for “Associate Students” or “Assessment Only” registrations.
· Resit Attempts: No CAS if attempting any course/module four (or more) times, unless exceptional circumstances apply.
· Repeat with Attendance: CAS will be considered after Exam Board.
· Programme Change: If changing programme and further time is required to complete a CAS will be considered (dependent on academic circumstances), but most students need to apply for a new visa outside the UK. Exceptions include BEng to MEng, MSci, additional placement or Study Abroad years and intercalated study.

UG Students
· 5-Year Limit: Generally, only 1 year can be repeated on a 4 yr degree, before reaching the limit (exceptions for Medicine/Law) 

PGT Students
· Resits: Most PGT students are not eligible for a CAS for resits. Only if resits are after visa expiry date plus attendance is required, will a CAS be considered. Please also note that if there are more than 60 days where your attendance is not required you will not be able to remain in the UK.  The following will be factors in the decision:
· Earliest Opportunity: If you choose to delay your resit attempt, a CAS is unlikely.
· Absences: No absences of over four weeks during term time.  Previous absences of longer than this mean a CAS is unlikely as UKVI state that absences are only permitted if student can complete within original visa duration.

The International Advice and Compliance Team manage risk to the University’s UKVI Student Sponsor Licence.  We therefore have full discretion over the final decision to issue CAS.  
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