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NORRIS & CHRISTINA

Norris came to Aberdeen in 2005 for his Masters degree,

settling in Aberdeen after his employment. His daughter,
Christina is currently in primary school and loves both

English and Mandarin equally. They both maintain their

heritage through family, cooking Chinese foods and
attending events such as the Chinese New Year, and

the mid-autumn days.
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Norris: We learn English just as a default... There are
English lessons everywhere in all the schools. But the

thing is, because it's Chinese teaching students to learn l

speaking. So, I learned English when I was a school kid '

English, the Chinese teacher is focusing on writing and
reading and probably not focusing very much on

(probably primary five) and then we got English class ¥
in middle school and high school as well... but at that

time I was exploring Western music... and I was
watching lots of Western movies, so I would say I

wasn’t struggling when I first came here, for speaking
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or reading or writing.
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| Norris: For work, basically just English.

And then at home, I speak to Christina

or I speak to my mum just in Chinese. |
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Christina: When I was little, my first language was
Mandarin, and my parents taught me. And then when
school started, they taught me English. Sometimes I
speak both, but most times I speak Chinese. At
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school, I speak English.
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Norris: Although [Christina] can speak Mandarin, she's
very poor at reading and writing, and we haven't got
time to do some Chinese learning for reading or writing.

And that's probably the downside for us just now.
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Christina: [My favourite thing about being

n Chinese is] if someone else at school also speaks
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. Mandarin, and if we want to keep something
s
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private, just us, then I can speak Mandarin.

Norris: I think just speaking Mandarin at home, is
very important... not forgetting Mandarin and then
forgetting the culture... The hard thing is,
sometimes you have a playdate with another

Chinese kid and then we would just speak
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Mandarin. And then five minutes later they [the
children] speak English... I take her to the events,
for Chinese New Year, for the Mid-Autumn day,
take her to China, seeing different things, and
visiting different places, especially the culture and

that part of things, make sure you know;

she's not forgetting Mandarin

and also her culture.
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