




















 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

CRANES 
Transforming Cancer 
Research in the 
North-East of Scotland 

SINCE ITS FORMATION IN 2003, CRANES 

(CANCER RESEARCH ABERDEEN AND NORTH 

EAST SCOTLAND) HAS BEEN A BEACON 

OF HOPE FOR OUR COMMUNITY. WITH A 

MISSION TO FUND LOCAL RESEARCH INTO 

THE CAUSES AND TREATMENTS OF CANCER, 

CRANES HAS DONATED OVER £1 MILLION 

SINCE 2006 TO THE UNIVERSITY, ENSURING 

THAT GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES 

HAPPEN RIGHT HERE IN ABERDEEN. 

Run by a dedicated voluntary committee, 
every pound raised goes where it matters 
most – into research, equipment, and 
patient support. Recently, Chair Gladys 
Sangster and fellow board members 
visited Foresterhill, where Professor David 
Blackbourn, Head of the School of 
Medicine, Medical Sciences & Nutrition, 
expressed heartfelt thanks for CRANES’ 

unwavering support, highlighting how 
their generosity empowers students and 
researchers to make life-changing progress 
in the fght against cancer. 

The impact is clear – CRANES’ commitment 
gives hope to men, women, and children 
battling cancer, enabling many to live 
healthier, happier lives. 

Emma Parker – Driving Breakthroughs 
in Cancer Research 

Thanks to the generosity of CRANES, 
PhD student Emma Parker is making 
strides in understanding one of cancer’s 
most critical vulnerabilities, DNA 
replication. Her research focuses on the 
mechanisms that allow cancer cells to 
survive and resist treatment. 

During her fnal year, Emma has explored 
how a protein called RIF1 interacts with 
another critical protein, BRCA1, which is 
linked to breast and ovarian cancer risk. 
She identifed a group of kinases that 
enable this interaction, helping cancer cells 
resist chemotherapy. Blocking these kinases 
could make treatments more efective – 
a promising avenue for drug development. 

Emma’s fndings, published in her 
recent paper “Dysregulated Alternative 
Splicing in Breast Cancer of RIF1 and 
Other Transcripts”, provide vital knowledge 
for designing better therapies. After 
completing her PhD, she plans to continue 
this research as a postdoctoral fellow. 
Emma said, “I want to express my immense 
gratitude to CRANES for funding my 
studentship award. It would be impossible 
for any of this research to be performed 
without your generous support over the 
last four years. Funding PhD studentships 
is a critical part of continuing essential 
ongoing cancer research, and I am 
immensely grateful that CRANES chooses 
to support the next generation of 
researchers in this way.” 



         
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Gift in Will Boosts Scottish History Research 
and Learning 
MARY R S CREESE LIVED MOST OF HER ADULT LIFE IN THE USA BUT SHE MAINTAINED A PASSION FOR SCOTTISH 
HISTORY AND, FOLLOWING HER DEATH IN 2017, LEFT AN EXTREMELY GENEROUS LEGACY GIFT TO THE UNIVERSITY 
FOR OUR WORK IN THE FIELD OF SCOTTISH HISTORY. 

Dr Laura Mair 

B orn in Orkney in 1935 to Walter 
        (a minister) and Annie (a schoolteacher) 
Weir, Mary moved to the USA in the late 
50s where she married Professor Thomas 
Creese, a US mathematician, in 1964. They 
had two daughters, Anna and Catherine. 
Mary enjoyed a long and distinguished 
career in science and later in her career 
she became interested in the contributions 
of nineteenth-century women to scientifc 
research and subsequently became a 
respected author on the subject. 

Mary’s gift has had a huge impact and 
enabled the appointment of Dr Laura 
Mair as the Mary R S Creese Lecturer in 
Modern Scottish History in 2023. Laura is 
already proving herself as a highly respected 
researcher and educator, especially with 
her work on the history of childhood 
in Scotland. 

Speaking of the impact Mary’s gift in her 
will has made, Laura said, “I was attracted to 
the University of Aberdeen by the expertise 
in the History Department as I am 
particularly interested in histories of 
children – especially those of poor or 
working-class children. I wouldn’t be here 
if it weren’t for the gift that Mary Creese 
left in her will and since taking up the post, 
I’ve had wonderful opportunities to add to 
the Department’s Scottish History ofering, 
including the development of new courses 
for students. 

“My frst book, Religion and Relationships 
in Ragged School: An Intimate History of 
Educating the Poor, shifted the focus 
from the adult perspectives that have 
dominated interpretations of the ragged 
school movement to prioritising 
underrepresented voices. In 2023 I saw a 
long-term project come to fruition with 
the publication of Social Christianity in 
Scotland and Beyond and I am currently 
working on a monograph on the 
Reverend Thomas Guthrie and the legacy 
of his Edinburgh ragged school, recently 
sharing some of this work at Edinburgh 
University’s Scottish History Seminar series.” 

Laura’s appointment, and the advances 
in Scottish History research and lasting 
educational opportunities that have been 
created, would not have been possible 
without the insight of Mary Creese and we 
are extremely grateful for her generosity. 
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The Gift of Time 

VOLUNTEERING WITH THE UNIVERSITY 

OF ABERDEEN IS A WONDERFUL WAY TO 

STAY CONNECTED TO THE UNIVERSITY 

WHILE HELPING CURRENT AND 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND FELLOW 

ALUMNI. THERE ARE A RANGE OF 

VOLUNTEERING ROLES AVAILABLE FROM 

MENTORING TO BUILDING NETWORKS, 

ALL OF WHICH HELP TO INSPIRE THE 

WIDER UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY. 

Katie Watson may have just graduated in 
2023 with an MA in Politics & International 
Relations, but shes already having a huge 

impact on many of our current students in 
her role as a volunteer speaker at a number 
of events. 

When helping out at events for new students, 
she has talked about her experiences of 
settling into university and the importance 
of asking for help, making the best use of the 
support services available, and getting the 
most out of university life. She has also been 
able to share her experiences of transitioning 
to work with fnal year students, focussing 
on how to prioritise wellbeing and managing 
self-expectation. 

Katie was inspired to become a volunteer 
to give something back after enjoying her 
university experience and said, “After a 
stellar experience at the University of 
Aberdeen as a student, I have been 
delighted to return as a volunteer. I decided 
to volunteer with the University initially 
as a way to give something back, as my 
time there consisted of great education, 
meaningful encouragement from staf and 
lecturers, and an experience to look back 
on fondly. 

“However, as I started my volunteering 
journey, my ‘why’ shifted. After seeing 
students genuinely interested and eager 
to listen to my experiences and advice, 
I became motivated by providing a safe 
space for students to hear from someone 
closer to their own age who had been 
through their experiences so recently. 

“My time as a volunteer has been rewarding, 
impactful and inspiring – to me as well as 
the students. I take pride in supporting 
other students and being there to provide 
that space to encourage, guide, and motivate 
others. I am grateful to the University for 
continuing to supply me with opportunities, 
even beyond life as a student.” 

The University’s Wellbeing & Engagement 
Manager, Karen Scaife, has nothing but praise 
for Katie and the support she is providing 
for students and said, “Katie has been a 
fantastic ambassador for us and a huge 
help in reinforcing our message in an 
authentic and relatable way which I have 
no doubt will have benefted the students 
she has engaged with.” 

Image credit – Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce. 



    

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
    

 
 
 

 

 

Celebrating Excellence 
In April we celebrated our alumni and philanthropic 
community as part of the University’s Excellence 
Awards 2025. We were joined at the awards 
ceremony by Dr Jenna Ross OBE who won Alum of 
the Year, Vidhi Naik who accepted the Young Alum 
of the Year award on behalf of Dr Victoria Kincaid 
and student, Vadym Kapliuk, from the Aberdeen 
Legacy Association who won the Philanthropy & 
Engagement Award. While unable to join us at the 
ceremony, The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Evans was 
honoured as the Alumni Volunteer of the Year. 

Jenna was recognised for her exceptional contributions to 
agriculture, science, and leadership. With a PhD in Environmental 
Science from the University amongst her numerous academic 
qualifcations, her voluntary eforts, leadership roles, and innovative 
projects in Agri-Tech underscore the impact Jenna has made in her 
feld, making her a truly inspirational leader. 

Stephen was recognised for his exceptional generosity and unwavering 
commitment to the University. Since 2015, he has allowed us the use 
of St Marylebone Parish Church in London for our annual Celebration 
of Carols free of charge and is proud to champion the University at 
every opportunity. Stephen’s impactful contributions and selfess 
commitment make him truly deserving of this recognition. 

Young Alum of the Year, Dr Victoria Kinkaid, was awarded for her 
inspiring mentorship and dedication to women’s health. As a military 
doctor and women’s health champion, Victoria co-founded the FGM 
Education Project, gaining recognition in the House of Commons and 
lobbying for increased education. Victoria’s writing, speaking, and 
mentoring talents empower women and create platforms for their 
voices to be heard. 

Vadym is the President and Founder of the Aberdeen Legacy 
Association and was recognised, along with his colleagues, with 
the Philanthropy & Engagement Award for helping to bridge the 
gap between current students and our global community of 
alumni. Formed in 2023 and run by students for the beneft of fellow 
students, the Association is committed to facilitating connections 
and networking opportunities which provide advice and guidance. 

We would like to thank and congratulate everyone for their 
commitment and ongoing support. 



Alumni525
O F  A C H I E V E M E N T

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

University of Aberdeen Development Trust SCIO Board of Trustees 

Paul Hauser, Chair 
Principal & Vice-Chancellor, Professor Peter Edwards 
Lord Provost of Aberdeen, Councillor David Cameron 
Jacquelynn Craw MBE 
Andrew Gordon 
Caroline Graham 
Professor Neva Haites OBE 
Fraser Lundie 
Jean Main 
Sarah Moore 
Professor James N’Dow 
Professor Sir Lewis Ritchie 
Professor Iain Torrance KCVO Kt FRSE 
Professor George Yule 

University of Aberdeen Foundation Board 

Rhod Sharp, President 
Tommy Armstrong 
Dr Jonathan M Daube 
Dr Anna Ewins 
Dr Kirsten Hartil 
George T Patton Jr 
Marcia Primus 
Hon Gail Prudenti 

Our thanks go to former 
Development Trust SCIO Trustee 
and Principal, Professor George 
Boyne, and to former Trustee, 
Alison MacLachlan, for their many 
years of wise counsel and generous 
service to the University and its 
philanthropic aims. 

The University of Aberdeen Development 
Trust SCIO, a charity registered in Scotland, 
no SC050996, was founded with the sole 
purpose of attracting charitable donations 
to provide beneft to the University of 
Aberdeen. It is governed by a Board of 
Trustees whose decisions regarding the 
expenditure of funds attracted by the Trust 
are made independently of the University. 

Established in 1994 by a dedicated group 
of alumni, the University of Aberdeen 
Foundation is a not-for-proft 501(c) 
corporation (EIN#52-1970587) dedicated 
to charitable and education purposes. 
Donations to the Foundation are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by 
law (US). 



Ways to give 

Online 

By cheque 

A gift in your will 

Stocks and shares 

Payroll giving 

Matched giving 

Reunion/class giving 

Sponsored fundraising 

Volunteering 

There are many ways to give to support the  
University in its ambitious plans; to fnd out  
more please get in touch: 

Development & Alumni Relations 

Powis Gate, College Bounds, Aberdeen, AB24 3UG,  
Scotland, UK 

t: +44 (0)1224 273234 
e: alumni@abdn.ac.uk 

www.abdn.ac.uk/alumni 

t: +44 (0)1224 272281 
e: giving@abdn.ac.uk 

www.abdn.ac.uk/giving 

The University of Aberdeen Development Trust SCIO is a charity registered in 
Scotland, no SC050996. 

The University of Aberdeen is a charity registered in Scotland, no SC013683. 

www.abdn.ac.uk/giving
mailto:giving@abdn.ac.uk
www.abdn.ac.uk/alumni
mailto:alumni@abdn.ac.uk



