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Choosing Your Courses (2025-26) 
Some tips for fourth-year Geography students 
 

WANT SOME HELP? 
Please ask!  G&E’s trouble-shooters are: 
 
ED SCHOFIELD 
St Mary’s G19 (ground floor, old part of building) 
j.e.schofield@abdn.ac.uk or 01224 273589 
 
DMITRI MAUQUOY 
St Mary’s G23 (ground floor, old part of building) 
d.mauquoy@abdn.ac.uk or 01224 272364 
 
If you can’t get hold of Ed, ask Dmitri.  If you can’t get hold of either of us, try the School office 
(Meston G05H) or geography@abdn.ac.uk.  Some things are better sorted out face-to-face (whether 
in-person or online) – especially as we cannot see how MyCurriculum works for individual students.  
We will be happy to see anyone in Welcome Week.  Best to check that one of us is around before 
you make a special journey to St Mary’s.  

 
The Course Catalogue includes details of courses run by us and other departments.  The course 
overviews are useful.  Some of the other information can be a mess.  Nothing to do with us!   
 
You can use the timetable clash checker to find course timetable information on a week-by-week 
basis for the academic year. 
 
Please remember that all course choices are subject to availability, timetabling constraints, and 
passes in any pre-requisites specified.  Some courses also specify co-requisites.  You will be able to 
choose your courses for the new academic year using the online MyCurriculum widget.  Before you 
do so, please read the information below.  Note also that MyCurriculum may try to block some 
choices which are perfectly OK.  If you get stuck, or want some help, please ask… 
 
Useful stuff below... 

More information about choices at Level 4 

MA or BSc single honours 

MA or BSc joint honours  

BSc Geoscience 

MyCurriculum... and its limits 

Tips about course choices 

List of option courses available in 2025/26 

 
INFORMATION – LEVEL 4 
MA or BSc Geography single honours 

• You should already have: 

− at least 240 credit points from Levels 1 and 2; 

mailto:j.e.schofield@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:d.mauquoy@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:geography@abdn.ac.uk
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/courses/undergraduate
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/mist/apps/courseoverlay/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/academic-life/mycurriculum-3375.php
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− at least 120 credit points from Levels 3.  If you took GG3577 or GG3578, assume you will 
pass it, and add 15 credit points to your current total. 

If you are short of credit points, you must make sure that you catch up by May 2025.  Ask if you 
need advice.   

• You must take GG4097: Geography Dissertation (30 credit points). There are some changes to 
how this will be delivered beginning this year; the credits –and therefore your time and effort on 
this piece of work – are to be spread across the full year (15 credit points in each of terms 1 & 2) 
rather than concentrated within one term (as was the case previously). You’ll be briefed on this 
at the start of the new academic year.  

• You choose further option courses to make your total at Levels 3 and 4 together up to 240 credit 
points, subject to the following restrictions: 

− You must have at least 90 credit points at Level 4 to obtain an honours degree. 
− You must take at least 210 credit points from honours courses in ‘Geography’.  These are: 

 all Level 3 or 4 GG-coded courses 

• Alternatively, you are still welcome to choose up to 30 of your total 240 honours credit points 
from non-Geography courses, as long as: 

– the course(s) is/are at Levels 3 or 4 
– timetables satisfactorily 
– you hold any pre-requisite passes specified 

• You do not have to take 90 credit points of Level 4 Geography courses – although many of you 
will. 

Back to top 

 

MA or BSc Geography joint honours 

• You should already have: 

− at least 240 credit points from Levels 1 and 2; 
− at least 120 credit points from Levels 3.  If you took GG3577 or GG3578, assume you will 

pass it, and add 15 credit points to your current total. 

If you are short of credit points, you must make sure that you catch up by May 2025.  Ask if you 
are unsure 

• You must have at least 90 credit points at Level 4 in total (i.e. from Geography and your other 
subject) to obtain an honours degree.   

• You must take either GG4097: Geography Dissertation OR the equivalent (i.e. the final year 
dissertation or project) in your partner subject. Please note the credits – and therefore time and 
effort you invest – for the Geography Dissertation (GG4097) are spread across the full fourth 
year (15 credits in both terms 

• You choose further courses to make your total of ‘Geography’ courses at Levels 3 and 4 together 
up to 120 credit points. The honours courses in ‘Geography’ are: 

• all Level 3 or 4 GG- and MR-coded courses 

• You do not have to take 60 credit points of Level 4 Geography courses – although many of you 
will.  If MyCurriculum tries to make you, but you have found enough Level 4 credit points from 
your other subject, let us know. 

• Note.  The University endeavours to hold compulsory courses for joint degrees separate.  We 
cannot prevent timetable clashes that involve option courses.  If there is a clash between a 
compulsory course and an option course, the compulsory course takes precedence. 
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BSc Geoscience  

• You should already have: 

− at least 240 credit points from Levels 1 and 2; 
− at least 120 credit points from Levels 3.  If you took GG3577 or GG3578, assume you will 

pass it, and add 15 credit points to your current total. 

If you are short of credit points, you must make sure that you catch up by May 2025.  Ask if you 
are not sure   

• You must take GO4001: Geoscience Project A (30 credits), GO4002: Laboratory Data Acquisition 
and Analysis (15 credits) and GO4501: Geoscience Project B (30 credits). 

• You choose further option courses to make your total at Levels 3 and 4 together up to 240 credit 
points, subject to the following restrictions: 

− You must have at least 90 credit points at Level 4 to obtain an honours degree; 
− You must take at least 210 credit points from honours courses in ‘Geoscience’: these are 

any courses at Levels 3 or 4 prefixed with an AY, GG, GL, GO and MR codes. 

• Alternatively, you are still welcome to choose up to 30 of your total 240 honours credit points 
from non-Geoscience courses, as long as: 

– the course(s) is/are at Levels 3 or 4 
– timetables satisfactorily 
– you hold any pre-requisite passes specified 

• You do not have to take 90 credit points of Level 4 School of Geosciences courses – although 
many of you will.  If MyCurriculum tries to make you, but you have found Level 4 credit points 
from other subjects that you can take, let us know. 

Back to top 

 

MyCurriculum... and its limits (?) 

See the information about MyCurriculum provided by the University. 

MyCurriculum should be set-up with the correct specification of course prescriptions and pre-
requisites.  It should block only those course choices that do not timetable, or for which students do 
not have appropriate pre-requisite passes. Note also that the system is set up for students to take 
exactly 120 credits points per year, split evenly with 60 in each half-session – although it is possible 
and perfectly ‘legal’ going by the University’s General Regulations for full-time students to take up to 
75 credit points in any half-session, with approval – for which you must submit a non-standard credit 
load form.  If you want to do something that you think looks fine, but MyCurriculum doesn’t like it, 
please check with us first.  
 

Back to top 

 

SOME TIPS 
• Choose the courses that you think you will most enjoy, as you are likely to do well in these. 

• As long as you have 90 credit points at Level 4 in total, you can also choose courses from Level 3 
– from Geography or other subjects.  Note that Geography weights your Level 3 grade point 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/academic-life/mycurriculum-3375.php
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average at 0.3 (30%) for degree classification, your Level 4 grade point average at 0.7 (70%). 
This same weighting also applies to the BSc Geoscience degree programme.    

• We (usually) recommend that students balance their workload by studying for 60 credit points 
in each half-session.  This is what MyCurriculum expects, but it is not obligatory.  For example, if, 
as a single honours student, the courses that you most want to do split 75:45 or 45:75, not 
60:60, this is fine with us if you are happy with the asymmetrical workload.  

• If you did take an extra course last year, you may need approval to take fewer than 120 credit 
points this year. See the MyCurriculum FAQs.  If necessary, choose anything to make up 120 
credit points for the year, and send us a non-standard credit load form so we can remove the 
unnecessary course. 

• Similarly, if you are credit points short, you may need approval to take more than 120 credit 
points this year.  See the MyCurriculum FAQs.  Choose 120 credit points for the year and bring 
us a non-standard credit load form so we can add an extra course. 

• Joint degree students.  If the compulsory courses allow it, consider the possibilities of an uneven 
split between your two subjects: e.g., 60 credit points of Geography in one half-session, 60 
credit points of Sociology in the other.  Check the appropriate Calendar entry, not 
MyCurriculum! 

• If in doubt, try different courses out.  Staff are usually happy for students to sit in for the first 
week or two of option courses.  Note that you have just TWO weeks to register for (i.e. change) 
courses once teaching has started.   

• If you have any questions, please ask.   

Back to top 

 

GEOGRAPHY OPTION COURSES AVAILABLE FOR SESSION 2025-26 
• If no pre-requisite or co-requisite is shown, the course is open to any student in Programme 

Year 4. 

• As long as you take and pass 90 credit points at Level 4 you can take Level 3 courses in 
Programme Year 4.  

 

Code Course Name Notes/Pre- and/or Co-Requisites 

FIRST HALF-SESSION 

GG3069 Remote Sensing & GIS (15 credits)  

GG3094 
Social Science Data and Analysis: unlocking 
NE Scotland (15 credits) 

You cannot take this course if you took 
GG3068: Data Analysis last year 

GG3095 
Physical Data Science and Analysis (15 
credits) 

You cannot take this course if you took 
GG3068: Data Analysis last year 

GG4069 Glaciology (15 credits) GG3575: Techniques in Physical Geography 

GG4088 Glaciology (30 credits) GG3575: Techniques in Physical Geography 

GG4071 Environmental Hydrology (15 credits) GG3575: Techniques in Physical Geography 

GG4085 Environmental Hydrology (30 credits) GG3575: Techniques in Physical Geography 

GG4073 Rural Geographies (15 credits)  

GG4083 Rural Geographies (30 credits)  

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/support-enquiries/help-with/mycurriculum/ug
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/academic-life/school-contacts-for-taking-more-or-fewer-credits-3725.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/support-enquiries/help-with/mycurriculum/ug
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/academic-life/student-progress/school-contacts-for-taking-more-or-fewer-credits/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/calendar/specifications/
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Code Course Name Notes/Pre- and/or Co-Requisites 

GG4092 Land and Marine Conservation (30 credits) 
You cannot take this course if you took 
GG3057: Land and Marine Conservation last 
year 

GG4093 Land and Marine Conservation (15 credits) 
You cannot take this course if you took 
GG3057: Land and Marine Conservation last 
year 

SECOND HALF-SESSION 

GG3575 
Techniques in Physical Geography (15 
credits) 

GG2013: Physical Environments and 
GG2508: Skills and Techniques 

GG4575 
People on the Move: Dimensions of Global 
Migration (15 credits) 

 

GG4580 
People on the Move: Dimensions of Global 
Migration (30 credits) 

 

GG4571 Environmental Change (15 credits) GG3575: Techniques in Physical Geography 

GG4579 Environmental Change (30 credits) GG3575: Techniques in Physical Geography 

GG4586  Globalisation (15 credits) 
You cannot take this course if you took 
GG3576: Globalisation last year 

GG4587  Globalisation (30 credits) 
You cannot take this course if you took 
GG3576: Globalisation last year 

 

 

 

Back to top 
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EXAMPLE COURSE COMBINATIONS 

These are just to showcase what is possible. Note that other choices/combinations of 
courses are available. 

 
Key to the tables below 

Core course / neutral 
or mixed option Human geog option Physical geog option Other subject 

 

 
MA & BSc Geography (single honours) 

 

For those wishing to specialise in human geography, i.e. MA Geography (single hons), the following 
combinations will work if you’ve already taken Land & Marine Conservation (GG3057) and 
Globalisation (GG3576) at Level 3: 
 

PROGRAMME YEAR 4 

GG4097: Geography Dissertation (30 credits) 

GG4073: Rural Geographies (15 credits) GG4580: People on the Move: Dimensions of 
Global Migration (30 credits) 

GG3094: Social Data Science and Analysis: 
unlocking NE Scotland (15 credits) Free choice (×1 30 credit or ×2 15 credit courses) 

 

For those wishing to specialise in physical geography, i.e. BSc Geography (single hons), the following 
is likely to be possible in most cases: 
 

PROGRAMME YEAR 4 

GG4097: Geography Dissertation (30 credits) 

GG4069: Glaciology (15 credits) GG4590: Environmental Change (30 credits) 

GG4085: Environmental Hydrology (30 credits) *GL4535: Geoscience and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (15 credits) 

* We recommend this ‘outside’ course as it is centred around a range of topics that should be of 
interest to physical geographers, such as: geohazards (volcanism, earthquakes, etc.); geoheritage and 
geodiversity; the energy transition; and carbon capture and storage. To take this – or to fill this slot 
with a course from any other subject outside Geography – then you would need to have taken fewer 
than 30 credits outside the discipline during Programme Level 3 (see the earlier point, above, about 
the requirement to take a minimum of 210 credits from Geography courses across your honours 
programme).  

 

It should also be possible to build a mixed curriculum (i.e. incorporate aspects of both human and 
physical geography), dependent upon which courses you have taken previously (at Level 3). 
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Joint honours degrees 

 

Here's an example of a possible curriculum for any student on one of our joint MA degree 
programmes who is taking their dissertation in Geography:  

 

PROGRAMME YEAR 4 

GG4097: Geography Dissertation (30 credits) 

GG4073: Rural Geographies (15 credits) GG4575: People on the Move: Dimensions of 
Global Migration (15 credits) 

XX40yy (30 credit course in partner subject) XX45yy (30 credit course in partner subject) 

 
…whereas a joint honours MA curriculum without the Geography Dissertation might look as follows: 

 
PROGRAMME YEAR 4 

GG4083: Rural Geographies (30 credits) GG4580: People on the Move: Dimensions of 
Global Migration (30 credits) 

*XX40xx: Dissertation 
(or equivalent in partner subject) 

XX45xx 
(30 credit course in partner subject) 

*Note that some subjects run their dissertations in term 1, whereas for other you sit the dissertation 
in term 2. Check your programme specification in the University Calendar for details. 

 

Here is an example curriculum for the BSc Geoscience programme with a more ‘geographical’ 
emphasis. Our colleagues in Geology and Archaeology are also  able to offer you their advice on how 
the optional GG courses could be swapped out for (GL or AY-coded) courses of their own. 
 

PROGRAMME YEAR 4 

GO4001: Geoscience Project A (30 credits) GO4501: Geoscience Project B (30 credits) 

GO4002: Laboratory Data Acquisition & Analysis 
(15 credits) GG4571: Environmental Change (15 credits) 

GG4071: Environmental Hydrology (15 credits) GL4535: Geoscience and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (15 credits) 

 

 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/calendar/arts.php
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