00:00:00:00 - 00:00:15:15
Speaker 1
Hello and welcome to the School of Law podcast. In this episode, we're talking all about public international law. My name is Neil Whiteman and with me is Lauren Mitchell. Hi, Lauren. How are we doing today?

00:00:15:16 - 00:00:26:17
Speaker 2
I'm great Neal. Thank you. It's a fun chat. This one, isn't it? Our guests both brilliant. They were Doctor Claire Frances Moran and Professor Zariah Dago, who we spoke with earlier today.

00:00:26:19 - 00:00:51:15
Speaker 1
I thoroughly enjoyed our chat, too. I learned a lot. In fact, you might actually hear a few light bulbs switch on as I start to understand more about international law as the conversation goes on. Now, later on in the podcast, we do a little more of our university tour with our University of Aberdeen ambassador, Kirsty Goss. We'll let you hear that at the end of our main chat.

00:00:51:15 - 00:01:00:22
Speaker 2
We really appreciate the time given by Kirsty and of course today's guests as well, because without it, well, the podcast simply wouldn't exist. So thank you.

00:01:00:24 - 00:01:10:05
Speaker 1
So to start off our chat today on International law, I asked Professor Zahra a year ago, what is international law and how does it operate?

00:01:10:07 - 00:01:47:17
Speaker 3
Public international law is an area of law that defines the rights and obligations of international persons, such as sovereign states, international organizations, to, to some extent, individual human beings. It covers a vast area of international relations such as investment, environmental protection, trade, wars, armed conflict in general, and the recognition of resources and the likes.

00:01:47:19 - 00:01:57:16
Speaker 3
Som in public international law is quite important for smooths and orderly relations in the international community.

00:01:57:21 - 00:02:03:07
Speaker 2
What would you say are some of the key challenges facing public international law today?

00:02:03:12 - 00:02:27:01
Speaker 4
Well, as I say, it covers a wide range of international relations and is supposed to allow for states to deal with one another in a way which is is equitable. That's one of the the main principles of international law that all states are equal to one another. So it's supposed to commit not not sort of exchange vaccines and kind of fits and trade.

00:02:27:03 - 00:02:55:23
Speaker 4
Or for your states have to work together, perhaps for a kind of wider interests like the protection of civilians, shooting, armed conflict, which sort of transcends the interests of the individual state. The challenges, therefore, are for your relations, maybe big thing, where the states themselves are not either inventing make the rules if they don't actually need to what the rules are and they don't want them to apply in certain circumstances.

00:02:56:00 - 00:03:17:23
Speaker 4
Or more often than not, really, they don't believe in blocking the rules. And they continue to breach them. So there's essentially where there's a kind of reach and where all states are equal to one another. To what extent can you then hold accountable if there's no higher power, as it were, to to pronounce on that matter?

00:03:18:00 - 00:03:33:21
Speaker 4
Because essentially all states have to agree that there's a problem and then instead of the case supporting and so on. So compliance initially is an issue and then later on holding them. So they account for what they've done wrong. And it's an issue when you really need you can essentially.

00:03:33:23 - 00:03:47:19
Speaker 1
For those unfamiliar with it, how is international law governed. Is it a matter of nations coming together and agreeing, or is there a more formal structure behind it?

00:03:47:21 - 00:04:20:23
Speaker 3
International law have courts, institutions, global institutions such as in other nations, regional organizations such as the European Union, the African Union, and other organizations in Asia and Latin America. In the Americas in general. There are also institutions that are designed to resolve disputes and disagreements between state, between, and among states, such as the International Court of Justice, the European Court of Justice, the European Court of Human Rights, etc..

00:04:21:00 - 00:04:58:21
Speaker 3
That are sort of, you know, arrangements within the system to facilitate a smores relationship and cooperation. Is the international community because that sets out how it works. And I agree with sort of tracks, that Claire Francis said that, while the system is quite ambitious in terms aspirations. So it aspires to promote justice, human rights, equality of the likes, violations of the rules, inequality and double standards, I would say are quite common in the system.

00:04:58:21 - 00:05:02:13
Speaker 3
So issues of accountability and responsibility very, very important.

00:05:02:15 - 00:05:16:22
Speaker 2
Can you tell us how does the UK fit into this wider framework in terms of representation and influence? Where do we stand when it comes to matters like disputes or, global conflict resolution?

00:05:16:23 - 00:05:37:15
Speaker 4
We'll send representatives to the United Nations, very classically and UK has a seat on the U.N. security Council, the United Nations Security Council, which allows it, not only to take decisions for also to block them to the veto power. So that's a really a really strong card that are only five permanent members, of the U.N. Security Council.

00:05:37:15 - 00:06:18:16
Speaker 4
So it has for a lot of people internationally, it has the potential to debate these issues out in the General Assembly as well. And it winds have been a member of the European Union, EU institutions before they exit as well. So it would have had a suit on that table too. And what that allows, I suppose, every country to do, not just the UK, but every country can then take part in the debates, international level on issues as diverse as climate change, trade, sanctions against non-compliant countries who are and preaching against a trash lab or doing things to destabilize the world.

00:06:18:18 - 00:06:41:01
Speaker 4
And the UN Security Council, they have the power to declare that night and creation has taken place. For example, they have the power to take measures where international peace and security has been threatened. So there as always, everyone is always the the five members. And again, that there's a lot of holism was there to take certain actions, as it were, under the Air Charter.

00:06:41:03 - 00:06:44:14
Speaker 4
And the UK is quite a big part of that, actually.

00:06:44:16 - 00:06:58:20
Speaker 1
From the perspective of students studying here at the University of Aberdeen, especially those with a keen interest in international law. Do you find that many are drawn to the broader global aspects of the subject?

00:06:58:22 - 00:07:50:02
Speaker 3
Yes. So in the law school we provide, a wide range of areas of international. We cover, so what I mean is international law in international environmental law, you know, the law, the sea, that was a law of international water courses, international human rights, entitled common law. And therefore all the programs that undergraduate and postgraduate level are designed to keep our students with a sound knowledge and understanding of the international legal order, including its weaknesses, and and challenges, and therefore, supported by our center for Constitutional and Public International Law.

00:07:50:04 - 00:08:13:07
Speaker 3
We also involve external speakers to to strengthen our teaching of all aspects. We are also expanding our teaching of international law towards technology, law and technology, space law and etc.. So we consider ourselves as, providing some.

00:08:13:07 - 00:08:19:03
Speaker 1
000 apologies for interrupting. I noticed you just mentioned space law there.

00:08:19:05 - 00:08:23:05
Speaker 3
Yes. So there is a course on space law in Aberdeen.

00:08:23:07 - 00:08:27:21
Speaker 1
Could you explain a little on what that involves and how it's taught here?

00:08:27:23 - 00:08:56:17
Speaker 3
I don't I don't specialized space law, but we have and colleagues specialize in space law. In fact, Aberdeen Law School, I've got a very strong background in this field. We have one of the most known figures who we used to teach here in the. But then, in the field office, it's all about, how outer space and space in general is governed by international law.

00:08:56:19 - 00:09:06:11
Speaker 3
This includes, telecommunications and satellites, and and, all of that. And, students enjoy this.

00:09:06:14 - 00:09:23:05
Speaker 2
It definitely seems like international law is constantly evolving, particularly in response to new or ongoing conflicts. So would you say it's a subject where case studies and areas of focus can sort of shift quite significantly from one semester to the next?

00:09:23:08 - 00:09:47:24
Speaker 4
Yes, absolutely. Things. And then my uncle's international camera law is an ACS international Humanitarian law family. And it is due in large part with conflict essentially. Maybe, perhaps about 45 years ago, there would have been changes in that law and it would have been on those areas of law. Funding would have been much more incremental than previously.

00:09:48:03 - 00:10:09:07
Speaker 4
There have been a lot of changes in the past five years in terms of the number of conflicts internationally, the way in which the international system has engaged with those conflicts, and the difficulty of applying the law in these areas as well. So that that has given the discipline an awful lot of development in a short period of time.

00:10:09:09 - 00:10:19:22
Speaker 4
As it where we as previously, now as I see the development would have been more incremental, much a little bit slower than that. There's been a lot of changes in the past few years.

00:10:19:24 - 00:10:35:05
Speaker 1
That must present a challenge. But perhaps also an opportunity in terms of teaching, do you find that the evolving nature of international law helps keep the subject engaging with new, real world cases always sort of emerging?

00:10:35:07 - 00:11:00:03
Speaker 3
Yes. So one of the areas of international law, in this in a lot is the area of armed conflict or worse in the world. International law prohibits the use of force to resort to waging a war. And one source from international law regulates the behavior of those who are involved in war, which is called international humanitarian law.

00:11:00:05 - 00:11:37:06
Speaker 3
So irrespective of the legality or legality of war, warring parties, whether in international or non international conflict, must comply with certain rules of international humanitarian law, including the idea of the distinction between civilians and combatants. Respecting the principle of humanity, actions must be necessary. You should not, as you know, clean or destroy without any military reason or justification.

00:11:37:08 - 00:12:07:06
Speaker 3
And the likes and actions must be proportionate. Therefore, by by setting out this form of international, the Council authorized to mitigate human suffering and destruction as a possible extent. Unfortunately, in the, war that we witness in the world, these rules are quite often violated by the states and non-state actors. The Ukraine is a good example.

00:12:07:08 - 00:12:43:20
Speaker 3
Both sides have been found to breach international monitoring, but primarily the Russians, have disregard, disregard that there is also distinction, proportionality and necessity because they are they are military actions targeted civilians and civilian infrastructures, including energy infrastructure. So that's a serious challenge. And in our teaching of in my teaching of humanitarian law, I use the different cases, and the when I teach the course a few years ago, maybe the cases of Syria and Libya might have been quite prominent.

00:12:43:22 - 00:12:59:12
Speaker 3
While nowadays we talk about Ukraine, we talk about the conflict in the Middle East. But we cover a wide ranging, conflict conflict zones, including the conflicts in Africa, Tunisia, in Europe and the max.

00:12:59:14 - 00:13:12:07
Speaker 2
From what I understand, in many cases, justice through international law comes after conflict has ended. Is that typically how it works? Accountability sort of arriving only after the dust settles.

00:13:12:08 - 00:13:31:03
Speaker 4
Now of any sort of, an international criminal law. And we discuss that when we discuss a history of it. That's very much how it works, in the sense that most of the time, the conflict had to come to an end before the trial to place. But when I say before that there have been a lot of changes, that that's maybe one of the notable changes.

00:13:31:05 - 00:14:11:13
Speaker 4
And, you've seen Nate already having to make it more time trials. So they're prosecuting now, Russian soldiers, and not in and of itself. While the conflict ongoing, I don't think has happened terribly often, it's not never happened, but it's not, a common feature usually. And need the witnessing be more of, perhaps policy, which would necessitate maybe peacetime and then any sort of gene taking that the main perpetrators are in this case, there are a lot of trials which are taking place, while the conflict is ongoing.

00:14:11:18 - 00:14:34:02
Speaker 4
So they're, they're processing those who they are captured. And, and that, I think is interesting because I don't think that the work of, of translating the shows is, is, taking place at peace. So unless you in that language then, which I don't obviously. Then you wouldn't have access to that. But he knows there's a lot of material sitting there.

00:14:34:04 - 00:15:02:10
Speaker 4
Which has recently sort of, been developed and then. No, not yet. Yeah. Okay. So I think it's a question of access, which is not how it was previously, another sort of recent development, which is kind of connected to that in the way is the release and the access to the UN War Crimes Commission materials, which involves the domestic trials, war criminals by different countries, immediately after the Second World War.

00:15:02:11 - 00:15:02:24
Speaker 3
Yeah.

00:15:03:01 - 00:15:23:04
Speaker 4
But part of that would have taken place at the start tail end of the conflict, in places like Poland and France, and, and so in New Zealand, actually, interestingly, and those same elements again, even though the, the trials themselves, the dominance and cells that have taken place years ago really, really gets access to the like.

00:15:23:06 - 00:15:31:12
Speaker 4
So sometimes, as they say, but not always. It's quite complicated in this area. And I think that reflects how complicated conflict can be.

00:15:31:13 - 00:15:56:14
Speaker 1
When it comes to resolving conflicts through international law. Is there equal representation from all nations involved, or does it tend to be dominated by the more powerful or directly involved countries? Is there a kind of, I don't know, independent adjudicator for want of a better way of putting it is there is that kind of role in these sort of situations.

00:15:56:16 - 00:16:25:16
Speaker 3
When, when a conflict starts, you know, it's it's a complete, a complex process. Those are very complex, situations with quite a lot of figures from different directions. So when the international community tries to end a conflict, obviously it involves the source who are participating in the conflict, without whom, you know, it cannot resolve and stop an armed conflict.

00:16:25:18 - 00:16:55:21
Speaker 3
But I think the United Nations, of course, is a huge part from this, this endeavor, particularly the UN Security Council, has a strong voice and the power to stop conflicts. Unfortunately, as a mom moment, the Security Council is not functioning properly due to geopolitics, due to the difference between, the major parties, the West and the Russians and the Chinese.

00:16:55:23 - 00:16:58:15
Speaker 3
Therefore.

00:16:58:17 - 00:17:25:16
Speaker 3
Different actors playing their own role. And, you know, power is, is at the heart of all this, this situation. So we cannot say that everyone participates. So on the basis of equality as a union charter, parties to, to promote. But obviously those big parties are the same, try to influence those who are concerned in order to in an armed conflict.

00:17:25:16 - 00:17:52:08
Speaker 3
But when it comes to justice and accountability, it's a different, different matter. Most of the times we need a system that is a partition, try to present themselves as innocent as with good cause, and then they commit themselves to use the international system, such as in criminal court, to prosecute those who are fighting on the other side of the conflict.

00:17:52:10 - 00:18:01:05
Speaker 2
And what about nations that aren't part of the United Nations or similar bodies? Do any still see themselves as truly independent from that system?

00:18:01:07 - 00:18:29:17
Speaker 3
Well, until I guess 2002, we only had one country that considers itself as independent. Since her land other than Switzerland. I was not aware of any country. I think everyone is a member of Sweden nations. That's why the U.N. is a huge an umbrella organization in the international community. And everyone participates in the UN process, especially the United Nations General Assembly.

00:18:29:19 - 00:18:35:09
Speaker 3
Everyone is represented equally. But that's not the case when it comes to the United Nations. Security comes in.

00:18:35:09 - 00:18:47:04
Speaker 1
Forums like the UN General Assembly, where all member states are represented. Do some countries tend to have a louder voice, so to speak, or a more active role than others?

00:18:47:07 - 00:19:10:19
Speaker 4
I think that in the general Assembly, there's a lot more of an opportunity for Interfet states to voice their opinions and to make common goals, to pass resolutions of the General Assembly. You have your vote and there's who is your veto power on anything. So everybody can have their voice heard. And I think that's a big part of it.

00:19:10:21 - 00:19:32:06
Speaker 4
We are and often states can have the opportunities to say what they want and hope for anything to things and, and to pass different actions. One of their, one of their recent actions was on uniting for peace is a really strong positive vote in favor of this. I team there for United for peace. Whereas if you look at that, in contrast, the and Security Council was abandoned by members.

00:19:32:08 - 00:19:56:19
Speaker 4
I don't think them actually successfully being able to do anything beyond simply saying that they, when like the conflict in Ukraine to come to an end, do on the party side the on an end to but there's been nothing nothing further. We can't call an act of aggression because there is a veto power there. In respect of Russia only, we not feel that that was not for the nation.

00:19:56:21 - 00:20:23:17
Speaker 4
So there's I think with different forums, there are different approaches from different countries as well. But who was here earlier point on and countries that make me part of the international system but don't aren't recognized by the UN? Possible. I think strings means, so it might be countries that want to be recognized as countries and consider themselves countries, but, aren't many members yet.

00:20:23:19 - 00:20:47:19
Speaker 4
And the reason for that would be because they have not been allowed to join the United Nations yet for one reason or another, usually political. So there will be entities that consider themselves states, but they're not maybe part of the United Nations. But they may have, for example, observer status. They may be able to see you in and told them, it's more careful at that point.

00:20:47:22 - 00:21:27:24
Speaker 3
You know, if I may, at one point. So in international organizations such as the United Nations, the World Trade Organization, and even in the European Union, you know, in principle, countries are free to make contributions, participation to debates and discussions of policy and lawmaking process. And that is particularly the case in the United Assembly. But as you rightly cautioned, states make, varied contributions depending on their ability to decide, depending on the resource, depending on their interest on the subject matter.

00:21:28:01 - 00:21:54:13
Speaker 3
There is also the question of disparity, of expertise, both resources. Some countries have quite very strong diplomatic presence in the United Nations, while others do not have. So as a result of resource, and expertise. So while there are despite this, when it comes to making a contribution, there's a more making law implementation and policy making process in the US.

00:21:54:15 - 00:22:20:19
Speaker 4
Absolutely. And if you think of it in the way that international law began, you had very much a focus that was Eurocentric. That was, a hand in the power of the resources and the the ability to take decisions because of that concentrated meaning of continent which they, occupied overseas territories, colonized them and subjected their populations there to their role in the problem.

00:22:20:19 - 00:22:45:07
Speaker 4
Them with that is that you have a very financial, very slow process of allowing countries who have their their national interests known, have their voice heard, where the power and resources are so concentrated in the West, essentially. So there's a process and with many other disciplines as well, which is under which the discipline of international is undergoing of decolonization.

00:22:45:09 - 00:23:19:09
Speaker 4
And that's in teaching and research. It takes a long time, and it will continue to take a long time to have it so that you have a degree of equality among the voices that heard you had different nations being, able to sort of voice what their concerns are. I was looking at the constitution of one of the climate change affected, states the other day, and it is stated that even if it lost its land, which is a key part of being a state, you have to have a territory and a philosophy land and still be a state.

00:23:19:11 - 00:23:57:16
Speaker 4
I thought that was really interesting, that they were meaning that they created it. The fact that they would retain, statehood, they would continue as an agency even if they didn't possess any territory because of rising sea levels and climate change. And and not only it kind of shows you that certain countries were struggling to have their voices heard, and make it very clear that the, the interest or want to be represented in the strongly so even where they may be submerged, the sort of the clamor for sort of attention to that is so not necessarily here, just clearly as other interests at the moment.

00:23:57:18 - 00:23:59:02
Speaker 4
And unfortunately.

00:23:59:04 - 00:24:34:08
Speaker 3
I think there is also a need for moving from state centered to human centered approach to international law. We know international law, is traditionally about states and a nation should be to the UN amongst other states. But nowadays there are civil society organizations that are communities, even businesses. So we have to try to embrace all of this in order to promote, you know, values that, everyone.

00:24:34:10 - 00:24:50:08
Speaker 3
Okay. This about therefore, there is an agenda for, for an international law also quite slow. The voices are growing. That could be just to happen sooner or later.

00:24:50:10 - 00:25:11:24
Speaker 1
Now, we've hosted podcasts on a range of different legal topics copyright law, energy law, and and more. But I have to say, this discussion has been fascinating. Do you find, though, that students who focus on public international law are often motivated by a strong desire to make a difference globally?

00:25:12:01 - 00:25:37:20
Speaker 4
I think it's really interesting. First of all, for individuals perceive as international law before they arrive and then even when they're here, because there's a possibility, even if you choose another subject. So study international law courses. And they always prove quite popular right across the board. So and international criminal law, we had students from different programs, which is really Malcolm X having different perspectives.

00:25:37:22 - 00:26:08:10
Speaker 4
We have students from lots of different locations across the world. Anything less than their sort of their own perspectives on things, which is brilliant. And the passion for, those who want to study international law, I think, yes, they are complete idealists. And these it aims, I think that, these ideas, you know, the idea of protecting civilians in war, the idea of human rights, you know, when these things represent the sort of high status of humanity, they're not always reflecting how people behave, but they represent ideals.

00:26:08:12 - 00:26:35:22
Speaker 4
And to dedicate your time to studying these ideas and to want to work in that field, you have to think that things will get better eventually. So there I think that a lot of our students and that we are idealists, and protected. We need to think of things like space law, which was harder to conceive of previously, when you maybe wouldn't have had as many even just visual representations of of space and things like that, and understanding of science and understanding of how things work had way satellites.

00:26:35:22 - 00:26:52:11
Speaker 4
So then can connect us to Wi-Fi. So make some that were fantastic for us. Then allows and then to see what actually how would that them if their lawyers have that they'd be regulators and then figure out, you know can I where am I. Yeah I could you know and it takes some of that that further forward.

00:26:52:13 - 00:27:12:01
Speaker 4
But what really interests me is that when they get here, those sort of look at forces and they'll say on the right side, you know, maybe study that. And last year, in particular in sports and ammunitions who weren't that intense in international law and international criminal law in particular, on that and to the course there and we really, really are interested in this.

00:27:12:03 - 00:27:35:07
Speaker 4
So it's funny how they're not they're not moving. I there's a like an awareness of what it is, how it works. The fact that you can have a Canadian, a lot of students who maybe think, well, after this, they could go on into entities and modes and internships across the union. An international criminal court, attorney and the ICJ, the international court justice.

00:27:35:09 - 00:27:55:19
Speaker 4
There are lots of opportunities, highly invasive, obviously, because you're not just competing, that you don't use violence or. Good. Yeah, totally capable of going that far. And in that way, it sort of opens that door and was the open and interested in that and gives them that chance to say, well, I could do something with this, you know.

00:27:55:21 - 00:28:34:10
Speaker 3
We also have, strong courses, to the with natural resources, and environmental issues. So, yeah, it's up to a lot of students here. There is quite strong interest in international criminal justice in general, from particular school, from students coming from the Asian continent. But but also, you know, our undergraduate students and I saw inspired by the, the, the knowledge they get and a number of them continue not only to their courses at their honors level, but also a postgraduate level.

00:28:34:10 - 00:29:01:06
Speaker 3
So I see students progressing from their undergraduate degree to a master's degree in international law, in the UK or when I was in the UK. Some of them are working from, big firms, starting with international case, international law cases. Some are working for international organizations. So yes, I think I do have quite a good reputation as far as international law teaching is concerned.

00:29:01:08 - 00:29:04:20
Speaker 3
Inspired students to do international stuff.

00:29:05:00 - 00:29:22:14
Speaker 1
You've genuinely inspired me today. I really mean it. Maybe it's time I consider a career change. Listen, thank you so much, both of you, for a thoughtful and enlightening discussion and agreeing to be on this. Our latest episode of the School of Law podcast. Thank you. Thank you.

00:29:22:20 - 00:29:26:14
Speaker 4
Really enjoyed that. Thank you.

00:29:26:16 - 00:29:34:05
Speaker 2
I really enjoyed this episode. I could tell as well, Neil, that you might have been particularly enjoying the part about space law, weren't you?

00:29:34:08 - 00:29:39:01
Speaker 1
That was right up my street. Now that we aren't quite finished yet, are we long?

00:29:39:03 - 00:29:46:07
Speaker 2
No we're not. We went on a tour of the University of Kherson cos we took a walk towards the. So Duncan Rice Library.

00:29:46:09 - 00:30:05:22
Speaker 1
We are outside the library. We're just looking at it now. And this is where we've actually been recording all of our podcasts so far. But we don't actually know anything about the building apart from the fact that it contains books. And people are in there studying and there are meeting rooms and such like beyond that, we don't really know anything at all.

00:30:05:24 - 00:30:09:18
Speaker 1
So please, here's our golden opportunity to find out more.

00:30:09:20 - 00:30:28:05
Speaker 2
Yeah. So this is the Sir Duncan Rice Library. It was opened in 2012 by the late Queen Elizabeth. It has over 1 million books inside, which is one of only 3 or 4 libraries, in Scotland to have that. So, I mean, there really is, every single book that you might ever need. And if it's not in there in a physical copy, it'll be online as well.

00:30:28:05 - 00:30:39:06
Speaker 2
So there's lots of different things. We've got several different study spaces quiet study, silent study, group study. But we also have on the ground floor, a reading room as well, which has some of our kind of oldest books.

00:30:39:10 - 00:30:44:08
Speaker 1
It's not just books. It's not just studying what's going on in this building, though. Other things are happening as well.

00:30:44:10 - 00:30:56:04
Speaker 2
Yeah. I mean, there's, there's a cafe, in there. And the, City council's old Aberdeen Library, is stationed in there, too. I mean, it's really cool because not only, can anyone in the city use it, it's open to the public.

00:30:56:04 - 00:30:57:00
Speaker 1
Is it really?

00:30:57:00 - 00:31:09:11
Speaker 2
Yeah. Yeah. But but also, it has books for pleasure. And also, there's cookbooks, which is useful for our new first year, who perhaps don't even know how to operate the cooker.

00:31:09:13 - 00:31:13:18
Speaker 1
It's one of. I hadn't realized it was open to the public, though. So there you are. There. What a nugget of information that is.

00:31:13:19 - 00:31:23:19
Speaker 2
Well, so the ground floor is open to the public. And the old Aberdeen Library and the cafe and all that are on the ground floor above that, students can take visitors outside of exam season counseling service.

00:31:23:19 - 00:31:26:17
Speaker 1
You mentioned that's found in the building as well.

00:31:26:19 - 00:31:41:18
Speaker 2
So no, the counseling service, is in one of those buildings that looks a little bit like a house, on Dunbar Street. But it's I think it's probably one of the the unique selling points of the university. It's available to all students on staff, completely free of charge. And there's no waiting list either.

00:31:41:18 - 00:31:43:09
Speaker 2
So that's really quite unique.

00:31:43:11 - 00:31:44:12
Speaker 1
Is it popular?

00:31:44:14 - 00:31:53:11
Speaker 2
Definitely. I think, you know, you most students come thinking they'll never need to, to use the service, but it is there if you need it. And I think parents in particular find that really reassuring.

00:31:53:13 - 00:31:57:16
Speaker 1
Just to avoid any confusion. It's not found in the library building at all. It's found where.

00:31:57:16 - 00:31:58:14
Speaker 2
On Dunbar Street.

00:31:58:20 - 00:32:01:24
Speaker 1
Dunbar Street there, you know, and I wasn't listening to the brief properly. It was.

00:32:01:24 - 00:32:04:06
Speaker 2
I don't think you were. Once again, Neil.

00:32:04:08 - 00:32:05:02
Speaker 1
Dear, do you want.

00:32:05:02 - 00:32:05:23
Speaker 2
To keep it right?

00:32:06:00 - 00:32:09:13
Speaker 1
Thank you very much for your time once more. It's been a fascinating chat.

00:32:09:15 - 00:32:22:21
Speaker 2
Thank you very much, Kirsten. You're an absolute star. Thank you so much for showing us around. We absolutely loved it. And it's obvious to see why you're a student ambassador here at the university. We love your enthusiasm.

00:32:22:23 - 00:32:34:21
Speaker 1
So true. Lauren. Thanks, Kirsten and our two guests today, Doctor Claire Francis Moran. And of course Professor Sarah. Year ago. We really enjoyed our chat, so thank you.

00:32:34:23 - 00:32:49:07
Speaker 2
Before we go, we should also thank you for listening. Anyone who subscribe to the podcast or maybe flagged it to someone who you think might be interested. Thank you to you as well, of course, but for this episode, it's time for us to sign off. We'll see you soon.

00:32:49:08 - 00:32:59:13
Speaker 1
See you next time.

