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Harne Festival F rom 7 to 10 July 2022, the University will be
running a new festival called 'Harne'. Part of a new 

UNI-versal series of mini-weekender festivals, Harne 
will explore North-East culture in its myriad forms. 
We're delighted to be leading on the programming and 
will be working together with local partners to create 
events and activities exploring local musical traditions 
both new and long-established, oral storytelling, slam 
poetry, local history and heritage, community activism, 
and more. Through guided walks round Old Aberdeen, 
talks, concerts, gatherings, exhibitions, and displays, 

the festival will spotlight some of the diverse 
expressions of local vernacular culture, offering a 
contemporary story of the region in all its complexity. 

The UNI-versal series was designed to coincide with 
major dates in the campus calendar. In our case, the 
festival will complement the University's summer 
graduation ceremonies when thousands of people travel 
to the city. Our goal is to co-design a programme that 
will be of interest to visitors and North-East residents 
alike. Follow us on social media or join our mailing list 
to keep informed about the development of Harne. 

Simon Gall 

Launch of the Toulmin Prize 2022 

We are pleased to announce that the Toulmin Prize 2022 has opened for submissions. 
The competition has inspired a wide range of creative writing in a mixture of Doric 

and English since its inception in 2008. It is sponsored by grandsons of David Toulmin 
(AKA John Reid), Steven and Martin Reid. 

John Reid (1913-1998) was an Aberdeenshire farm labourer from Rathen, near 
Fraserburgh. In spare moments he jotted down short stories, character studies, and bothy 
tales. Eventually, as David Toulmin, he had some articles printed in local newspapers. The 
first of his ten books was published when he was fifty-nine years old. They consist of short 
stories and reminiscences, with his one novel, Blown Seed, painting a harsh picutre of farm 
life. He was awarded an honorary degree by the University of Aberdeen in 1986 (pictured 
left). 

The Toulmin Prize is open to all amateur writers over the age of sixteen. The story should be concerned with 
some aspect of life in North-East Scotland and may be written in Scots, including Doric, or English, or a mixture of 
the two. The short story of up to 4,000 words in length should be submitted along with an entry form by the 
deadline, Monday 6, June 2022. 

The winner will receive a £500 prize, and the story will be read aloud by well-known North-East writer, Sheena 
Blackhall, at the University's Harne Festival in July. Entry forms are available on our website 
www .abdn.ac. uk/ elphinstone/public-engagement/toulmin. Alison Sharman 

Scots Language Projects 

O
ur Scots language team have been busy working on
various projects across the North-East and beyond. 

Dawn Leslie's hugely popular Doric course for 
undergraduate students is well underway. Any Aberdeen 
University undergraduate student can apply; the course 
numbers are limited and spaces are in high demand. 

Due to the keen interest in Dawn's undergraduate 
course and the success of the informal Doric courses run 
by Jackie Ross and me via Claire Needler's Home Harne 
�OM Dom project over lockdown, we offered an online 
evening course available to everyone. All twenty places 
were snapped up within a few days, with Dawn leading, 
and Jackie and me supporting the delivery of a ten-week 
Doric course. 

We have fluent Doric speakers, learners with some 
knowledge, and beginners. It's a mix of abilities which 
works well in the group tasks and activities. Our Doric 
students are from all over Scotland, England, and two 
join in from Canada. We hope to run the course again 
soon. 

We have also been working with Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire schools on a pilot project. The Doric 
Menagerie is a set of resources for primary schools that 
teachers can use to teach Doric. Jackie and Sylvia 
Gregorin developed the materials and several schools 
were interested in participating in a trial. 

Jackie will take her storytelling into Scotstown and 
Airyhall Primaries, with plans to work with 
Aberdeenshire schools. I will deliver poetry workshops 
related to the material. We are excited to see what the 
schools have been up to. The findings from the pilot will 
inform how the materials are developed, and we hope to 
roll these out to schools later in the year. 

Jackie and Jo are continuing to deliver Doric input, 
resources, and workshops to teacher training students at 
the University through storytelling and poetry. Jackie 
also runs a network and newsletter where teachers and 
those in training can receive the latest news and Scots 
resources. If you would like to receive these updates, 
email elphinstone@abdn.ac. uk. 

Jo Gilbert 

Ethnology, Folklore, and Ethnomusicology-Researching and Promoting the Culture of North and North-East Scotland 










