APPLIED ETHICS: EATING ANIMALS

Consider the following two scenarios through the three ethical perspectives, and see if you can compose a response to each scenario from each perspective. 

Scenario 1: 
Every day, millions of chickens are born into complete darkness. They have been selectively bred to the point where many grow so quickly that they cannot stand. The conditions are so cramped that many cannot move. After 40 days of this existence (chickens normally live for seven years) the chicken is killed for its meat, having never seen grass, felt sunshine or been comforted by a mother. Is it wrong to eat chickens that are reared this way?

Utilitarian Response: 










Kantian Response: 












Virtue Response: 














Scenario 2:
I am Gilbert. After 15 years as a merchant banker, I escaped the city and now run a free-range, organic cattle farm. The cows have both shelter and the great outdoors. Yes, I know that the people from PETA still make noise about overcrowding and overfeeding, and calves being taken from their mothers. And that on organic farms, medicines and antibiotics cannot be used if the animal is suffering. But compared to the majority of farms in the world, my cows have a much better life. Is it morally okay to eat Gilbert’s cows? As an additional thought, what if Gilbert were running a free-range ape farm, raising great apes to eventually be sold as meat. Would it be morally okay to eat these apes?

Utilitarian Response: 











Kantian Response: 











Virtue Response:
