[image: Christian Ethics of Farmed Aninal Welfare Education logo. A white chicken with black text.
]
Pigs
What does a flourishing life mean for pigs? 

Pigs enjoy some of the more common mammalian pleasures, such as those derived through maternal care, play, or eating tasty foods. They also have some specific attributes which influence how they choose to spend their time. For example, the domestic pig has an evolutionary need to perform exploratory oral behaviour, even in the absence of food rewards (Beattie & O’Connell, 2002). In semi-wild settings, domestic pigs spend a high proportion of their active time engaged in such behaviour (Stolba & Woodgush, 1989). Pigs show a strong preference for complex, destructible (chewable), novel and edible materials. Their willingness to ‘work hard’ for access to these suggests that adequate oral exploration is a ‘need’ rather than a luxury and that alternatives, such as pen fittings, restrict natural behaviour (Studnitz, Jensen, & Pedersen, 2007). Likewise, in the 24 hours prior to birth, sows and served gilts (pigs pregnant for the first time) will naturally build a nest and, in captivity, will work hard to access materials to do so (Vanheukelom, Driessen, & Geers, 2012). Lacking most sweat glands, pigs thermoregulate when
too warm by utilising an uncontaminated wallow where possible. Injurious fighting is rare in the wild or semi natural environments outside the mating season (Stolba & Woodgush, 1989) and social instability is likely to be stressful (Arey & Edwards, 1998).
Slaughter: no transport, or where necessary, gentle handling during loading/unloading and limited transport time minimising fear, stress, and distress

Lairage environment to minimise stress and provide rooting or other enrichment opportunities
Effective pre-slaughter stunning
For all stages pigs should have:

stable social group, play opportunities, sufficient enjoyable food, cognitive enrichment, rewarded opportunities to root  and perform exploratory behaviour, thermal/physical comfort (wallow), being healthy, good human-animal relationships, choice/control over environment/life.

Avoidance of prolonged pain, frustration, physical restriction, boredom







What are the key challenges in enabling such a life in the context of farming? 

Pigs were domesticated approximately 10,000 years ago in the Near East and were subsequently introduced into Europe roughly when the European Wild Boar was domesticated, during the 4th millennium B.C. (Larson et al., 2007). Domesticated pigs lived a relatively wild existence within wooded countryside until land clearances for grazing from the 12th century encouraged the keeping of single or small numbers of ‘cottage pigs’ fed on kitchen scraps (Watson, 2004). From the 18th century, different breeds of pigs have been developed with different attributes like increased productivity, including larger size and producing two litters of piglets a year 9Watson, 2004). By the 1930s, some UK pig farming systems had rapidly intensified, and although outdoor systems were also common until the 1960s, indoor intensive systems became the dominant method of farming pigs (Woods, 2011).

Born into a comfortable environment that promotes maternal care and good health, as well as opportunities for pleasure 
No castration, tail docking  or teeth clipping


Growing in stable social groups in a stimulating environment that provides choice of pleasurable opportunities, especially space to play  and a substrate to root


Animals retained for breeding usually have the opportunity to mate
 Ensure other opportunities for pleasure are available for both males and females 


Pregnant/lactating female: opportunity to build nest, unrestricted nursing, maintain social ties with other sows


Weaned physiologically and socially when sufficiently mature at least 8 weeks 
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