
PART 1 Profile of Reporting Body

1a Name of reporting body
Provide the name of the l i s ted body (the "body") which prepared this  report.

Univers i ty of Aberdeen

1b Type of body
Select from the options  below

Educational  Insti tution

1c Highest number of full-time equivalent staff in the body during the report year
2572

1d Metrics used by the body

Metric Units Value Comments

Floor area m2 267,985.00 HESA 2022-2023 Data  - GIA
Floor area m2 201,868.00 HESA 2022-2023 Data  - Non-Res identia l
Number of ful l -time equiva lent s tudents number FTS 13,610.00 Data  used to ca lculate s tudent relocation and commuting emiss ions
Please select from drop down box  
Please select from drop down box  
Please select from drop down box  
Please select from drop down box  
Please select from drop down box  
 Other (please speci fy in comments ) 
 Other (please speci fy in comments ) 
 Other (please speci fy in comments ) 
 Other (please speci fy in comments ) 
 Other (please speci fy in comments ) 
 Other (please speci fy in comments ) 

15  Other (please speci fy in comments ) 

1e Overall budget of the body
Speci fy approximate £/annum for the report year.
Budget Budget Comments

£268,635,000

The figure at 1e i s  taken from the 
Annual  Report and Accounts  2022/23. 
The equiva lent figure for 2023/24 wi l l  
be ava i lable after the approval  of 
our 2023/24 Annual  Report and 
Accounts  at Court in late 2024 

1f Report type
Check the report year type is correct. The alternative template must be used for academic year reporting. 
Reporting type Report year comments

Academic 1st August 2023 - 31st July 2024

1g Context

Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties 2024 Template AY

Speci fy the metrics  that the body uses  to assess  i ts  performance in relation to cl imate change and susta inabi l i ty.

Provide a  summary of the body's  nature and functions  that are relevant to cl imate change reporting.

The Univers i ty of Aberdeen i s  Scotland’s  thi rd oldest univers i ty, founded in 1495, and the UK’s  fi fth, with a  diverse community of more than 130 national i ties , with 14,000 s tudents  and 3,600 s taff.

A research-intens ive Univers i ty, we have two main academic campuses  in Aberdeen; the Kings  Col lege Campus  in Old Aberdeen and Foresterhi l l , our medica l  campus , located within the NHS Grampian Royal  Infi rmary 
s i te. We have a  res identia l  campus  at Hi l lhead within the ci ty, and a  number of teaching and reserach satel i te s i tes  s tretching up to the top of the Scotti sh mainland.  

The Univers i ty has  research interests , col laborative relationships , and s tudent recrui tment interests  around the world, through this , we a lso work in partnership with the Al -Fa leh Group (AFG) in Doha, Qatar where 
we del iver teaching in bui ldings  owned and operated by the Al -Fa leh Group.



PART 2 Governance, Management and Strategy

Governance and management

2a

2b

Strategy
2c

Provide a  brief summary of objectives  i f they exis t.

Wording of objective

Encourage everyone within our community to 
work and l ive susta inably, recognis ing the 
importance of our time, energy and 
res i l ience
Educate a l l  our s tudents  and s taff to be 
leaders  in protecting the envi ronment
Excel  in research that addresses  the cl imate 
emergency, enables  energy trans i tion and 
the preservation of biodivers i ty
Achieve net-zero carbon emiss ions  before 
2040

2d

2e
Provide the name of any such document and the timeframe covered.

Topic area Name of document Link Time period covered Comments

Adaptation n/a n/a n/a

Bus iness  travel
Susta inable Bus iness  Travel  Guiding 
Principles

hhttps ://www.abdn.ac.uk/about/susta inable/susta inable-
bus iness travel 2484#panel2496 Ini tia l  targets  to 2025

New approach to Bus iness  Travel  adopted in 
November 2022

Staff Travel Susta inable Travel  Plan
https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/Susta inable Travel Plan pdf 2018-2022 (review pending)

Energy efficiency Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024

Fleet transport Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024

ICT n/a n/a n/a

Renewable energy Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024

Susta inable/renewable heat Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024

Waste management Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024

Water and sewerage Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024

Land Use Estates  Strategy n/a n/a
New Estates  Strategy in development a longs ide a  
major Campus  Reimagining process

Other (please speci fy in comments ) Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty Pol icy

https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024-SDC-Pol icy-Environmenta lSusta inabi l i ty
Fina l pdf Pol icy las t reviewed 2024 Bui ldings  (New Bui ld  Refurbishment & Extens ion)

Other (please speci fy in comments ) Biodivers i ty Pol icy
https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/2024 Susta inabi l i ty Biodivers i tyPol icy Pol icy introduced in February 2024; next review 2027

Please select from drop down box

2f What are the body’s top 5 priorities for climate change governance, management and strategy for the year ahead?
Provide a  brief summary of the body’s  areas  and activi ties  of focus  for the year ahead.

2g
If yes , please provide deta i l s  of the key findings  and resul tant action taken. 

(a ) This  refers  to the tool  developed by Resource Efficient Scotland for sel f-assess ing an organisation’s  capabi l i ty / performance in relation to cl imate change. 

Further information

2h Supporting information and best practice

As  the global  impacts  of cl imate change become ever more apparent, the susta inabi l i ty commitments  within our Aberdeen 2040 s trategy and the associated actions  we have identi fied, remain as  cri tica l  as  ever. 
As  part of our wider net zero journey, we have continued to revise our approach to emiss ions  reporting. For 2023/2024 we have enhanced our PBCCD reporting further by including severa l  new emiss ions  categories . 
Whi le this  best practice approach adds  new categories  of emiss ions  and makes  his toric comparison more complex, this  expans ion i s  in l ine with expectations  on Scotti sh publ ic bodies  to improve the granulari ty 
of thei r reporting.

The Susta inable Development Goals  (SDGs) continue to inform our wider susta inabi l i ty discuss ions  and help us  to reflect on the impact of our research, teaching and operational  activi ties . Our fourth annual  SDG 
Report 2023/2024 wi l l  be produced in autumn 2024 and wi l l  include more SDG relevant s tories  than ever before. These insti tution-wide efforts  have a lso been recognised in various  susta inabi l i ty league tables  in 
2023/2024, with Global Top 50 Rankings in the Times  Higher Education Impact ranking (=48th and 10th in the UK) and the QS Susta inabi l i ty ranking (=37th and 15th in the UK) our best ever global  performance in these 
international  comparisons . 

The col lation and onl ine publ ication of a  comprehens ive range of emiss ions  data  via  our user-friendly Sustainability Dashboard (an onl ine PowerBI platform) has  contributed to the expectation that we enhance 
transparency of our emiss ions  reporting by making our emiss ions  data  widely and comprehens ively ava i lable to s taff, s tudent and publ ic audiences .  This  reporting innovation has  been recognised with recieved 
a  highly commended award in the 'Reporting with Influence' category at the 2024 Green Gown Awards . Likewise, our development of a  Student Relocation Emissions Calculator has  generated extens ive pos i tive sector 
feedback, being adopted as  a  best-practice methodology for both the PBCCD and SCEF emiss ions  guidance. An 'Innovation' award from HESPA in early 2024 has  been fol lowed by a  highly commended award in the 
'Creating Impact' category at the 2024 Green Gown Awards  and a  shortl i s ting for 'Outstanding Contribution to Envi ronmenta l  Leadership' at the 2024 Times  Higher Awards .

Outcomes  from our fi rs t two Climate and Sustainability Assemblies have been developed into ini tia l  actions , with the Univers i ty's  fi rs t comprehens ive Biodivers i ty Pol icy developed and publ i shed a longs ide an ini tia l  
plan (in spring 2024), and the establ i shment of a  series  of laboratory focussed working groups  getting togeher to discuss  improvements  in the susta inabi l i ty credentia ls  of our labs . This  latter ini tiative wi l l  be 
further enhanced fol lowing a  decis ion to join the international ly recognised Laboratory Efficiency Assessment Framework (LEAF) accredi tation scheme and i ts  promotion to a l l  of our lab-based discipl ines . 
Engagement of our col leagues  across  the Univers i ty wi l l  be further enhanced with the introduction of our School and Directorate Reporting Framework that wi l l  embed susta inabi l i ty as  part of the annual  planning 
cyce for a l l  academic and adminstrative uni ts

2024 a lso saw the launch of our Introduction to Sustainability e-learning module, a  resource for Univers i ty s taff that a ims  to provide a l l  s taff, regardless  of grade or role, with a  shared basel ine level  of undertsanding 
about cl imate change and the things  we can do loca l ly to help tackle i t. 2024/2025 wi l l  see us  explore how best to rol l  this  or a  s imi lar module out to our s tudent body as  part of our exploration of susta inabi l i ty 
l i teracy. Any formal  testing of susta inabi l i ty l i teracy wi l l  bui ld on the work of academic, curriculum and careers  col leagues  in 2023/2024 who have introduced a  new graduate attributes  framework under the 
heading MySkills. This  places  places  active, global  ci ti zenship and susta inabi l i ty a longs ide career readiness , teamworking and personal  res i l ience as  part of a  framework of 18 key graduate attributes  that our 
s tudents  wi l l  be encouraged to track and monitor during their time with us  

In his toric terms, the Univers i ty's  most recent 5-year Carbon Management Plan (CMP) covered the period 2016 - 2021. It was  drafted to reflect the format of the Publ ic Bodies  Cl imate Change Duties  (PBCCD) reporting 
and provided a  project-focussed framework for action in that five-year period. It was  formal ly approved during 2016/17 and remains  ava i lable onl ine at https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/documents/pol icy-zone-
susta inabi l i ty/CMP-2016_2021-Fina l .pdf 

Signi ficant progress  was  made aga inst the targets  in that plan.  Our overa l l  emiss ions  reduction target (i .e., across  a  cons is tent basket of Scope 1, 2 & 3 emiss ions) fel l  from the basel ine of 31,520 tC02e in 2015/16 
to 21,332 in 2018/19 (the las t ful l  year of data  prior to the pandemic) - exceeding the five-year target of a  20% reduction in year 3 of 5. By 2020/21 emiss ions  aga inst the same reporting categories  (with the inclus ion 
of an a l lowance for home working) reduced to 16,992 tC02e (see Section 3). However, the cons iderable impact of the pandemic on campus  operations  and bus iness  travel  makes  meaningful  comparison with pre-
pandemic years  di ffi cul t.

In 2020, as  part of the Aberdeen 2040 process , we made a  long-term commitment to make the Univers i ty net-zero before 2040. Ini tia l  work was  undertaken in 2021 and 2022 to understand the scope of that 
cha l lenge and the need for additional  resources  was  identi fied. A new Net Zero & Emiss ions  Manager was  appointed in August 2022 and i s  leading the development of a  deta i led Net Zero Strategy via  a  dedicated 
Working Group chaired by the Dean for Envi ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty. This  s trategy wi l l  provide decarbonisation pathways  and Science Based Targets  Ini tiative (SBTi ) a l igned targets . As  part of the development of 
the Strategy we have a lso taken the opportunity to share with senior col leagues  the resul ts  of the "Cost of Net Zero Ca lculator" (a  tool  created by EAUC, AUDE & BUFDG). This  tool  provides  univers i ties  with a  high-
level  es timate of the l ikely cost of del ivering net zero. This  information has  ra ised awareness  of the anticipated sca le of long-term funding needed and has  helped to ini tiate conversations  about innovative 
funding options  e.g. the development of s trategic, long-term del ivery partnerships . The Net Zero Strategy has  been extens ively discussed in insti tutional  committees  and i s  in the fina l  s tages  of i ts  internal  
governance journey. We are on track to have the Strategy fina l i sed, endorsed, and publ i shed by December 2024.

Separately a  Susta inable Heating Programme Board (chaired by the Vice-Principa l  for Regional  Engagement) has  been tasked with reviewing and appra is ing options  for the decarbonisation of our heating 
networks  in Old Aberdeen and Hi l lhead. That Board undertook an options  appra isa l  exercise in 2023/24 and i s  working towards  making formal  recommendations  on heat decarbonisation technologies  as  part of a  
long-term heat decarbonisation s trategy. Some ini tia l  enabl ing projects  are underway or in the pipel ine pending funding approval , and the next phase i s  to outl ine the long term ambition for our s i tes  and to 
identi fy sources  of internal  and external  funding.

Reflecting on the wider net-zero commitment, we s igned the Global  Cl imate Letter (aka  Race to Zero) in 2020 and, in September 2021, committed to divestment from foss i l  fuels  by 2025. Fol lowing that decis ion, our 
investment exposure to foss i l  fuels  has  s teadi ly dropped from 2.38% in May 2021 to 0.2% as  of 31st October 2024. Further deta i l s  of the divestment process  are ava i lable at 
https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/about/susta inable/foss i l -fuel -divestment.php 

Does the body have any plans or strategies covering the following areas that include climate change?

The susta inabi l i ty commitments  in our Aberdeen 2040 s trategy identi fy the fol lowing five headl ine commitments  that cover envi ronmenta l  and financia l  susta inabi l i ty:
• Encourage everyone within our community to work and l ive susta inably, recognis ing the importance of our time, energy and res i l ience.
• Educate a l l  our s tudents  and s taff to be leaders  in protecting the envi ronment.
• Excel  in research that addresses  the cl imate emergency, enables  energy trans i tion and the preservation of biodivers i ty.
• Achieve net zero carbon emiss ions  before 2040.
• Generate resources  for investment in education and research year on year, so that we can continue to develop the people, ideas  and actions  that help us  to ful fi l  our purpose.
Action and implementation plans  are in place under each of these headl ine commitments .  

Among the key susta inabi l i ty themes  that have emerged in subsequent discuss ion are: 
• academic and operational  contributions  to the net-zero debate; 
• susta inabi l i ty l i teracy; 
• the role of the Univers i ty in leading the energy trans i tion; 
• the role and importance of the Susta inable Development Goals  in articulating insti tutional  impact; 
• and the impact of bus iness  travel  and related emiss ions . 

In 2024/25 our main focus  wi l l  be on the fol lowing sub-actions :
• The publ i shing and rol l  out of the Univers i ty’s  Net Zero s trategy.
• Review and overhaul  of susta inabi l i ty focussed pol icies
• Update our Des ign Guide to embed susta inabi l i ty/Net Zero/Adaptation
• Continued reporting aga inst the Susta inable Development Goals .
• Exploring the i ssue of susta inabi l i ty l i teracy for s tudents , including looking into the potentia l  for our s taff e-learning module to be ta l iored for s tudent use.
• Continue to undertake actions  emerging from our Cl imate and Susta inabi l i ty Assembly programme; further engaging our community in the identi fication and priori ti sation of susta inabi l i ty commitments .
• Working with Academic Schools  and Profess ional  Services  di rectorates  to embed a  new Susta inabi l i ty Reporting Framework that encourages  loca l  susta inabi l i ty objective setting.
• Working with col leagues  in the Directorate of People to embed susta inabi l i ty respons ibi l i ties  into s taff Terms  & Conditions , induction, core tra ining and other key s taffing pol icies .
• Work with AUSA (our Students ' Union) to help them develop their Net Zero Strategy.
• Continue to develop our Net Zero Project Regis ter to aggregate the interventions  required to reduce campus  emiss ions .

Has the body used the Climate Change Assessment Tool (a) or equivalent tool to self-assess its capability / performance?

The CCAT tool  was  consul ted upon as  part of the development of the 2016-2021 Carbon Management Plan but was  not used to conduct a  formal  assessment.  

The CFPF tool  was  used to inform the revised project-based format for the 2016-2021 Carbon Management Plan and has  formed the bas is  of the Net Zero Project Regis ter.

Provide any other relevant supporting information and any examples  of best practice by the body in relation to governance, management and s trategy.

Does the body have a climate change plan or strategy?
If yes , provide the name of any such document and deta i l s  of where a  copy of the document may be obta ined or accessed.

Aberdeen 2040 https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/2040/documents/Aberdeen2040-EN.pdf

Aberdeen 2040 https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/2040/documents/Aberdeen2040-EN.pdf

Does the body have specific climate change mitigation and adaptation objectives in its corporate plan or similar document?

Name of document Document Link

Aberdeen 2040 https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/2040/documents/Aberdeen2040-EN.pdf

Provide a summary of the roles performed by the body’s governance bodies and members in relation to climate change. If any of the body’s activities in relation to climate change sit outside its ow n governance arrangements (in relation to, for 
example, land use, adaptation, transport, business travel, w aste, information and communication technology, procurement or behaviour change), identify these activities and the governance arrangements. Provide a diagram / chart to outline 
the governance structure w ithin the body.
The Univers i ty launched i ts  Aberdeen 2040 s trategy in February 2020.  That s trategy provides  the high-level  framework within which a l l  ins ti tutional  priori ties  are cons idered. It has  four main thematic s trands , one 
of which i s  susta inabi l i ty (the others  are inclus ive, interdiscipl inary, and international ).

As  part of the associated governance s tructures , a l l  susta inabi l i ty related i ssues  are overseen by a  Susta inable Development Committee (SDC) which i s  cha i red by the Senior Vice-Principa l  (SVP). Alongs ide the SVP, 
the SDC includes  nominated representatives  from the Vice-Principa ls  with respons ibi l i ty for Research, Education and Global  Engagement, the Univers i ty Secretary/COO, and the Dean for Envi ronmenta l  
Susta inabi l i ty. There i s  a lso representation from Schools  (Head of School  representatives ) and Profess ional  Services  di rectorates  (i .e., Digi ta l  & Information Services , Es tates  & Faci l i ties , Finance, Planning, and 
Research & Innovation) and other academic leaders  (including elected Senators , a  representative from the Interdiscipl inary Centres ), a  trades  union representative, and representation from the s tudent body.

Ful l  deta i l s  of the remit and compos i tion of the SDC are ava i lable at https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/governance/susta inable-development-committee.php 

SDC reports  via  the Univers i ty's  Senior Management Team and from there as  required through the Univers i ty committee s tructure e.g., to Court. The current organisational  committee s tructure chart i s  ava i lable at 
https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/governance/minutes-and-agendas-135.php 

Management of compl iance elements  (e.g., waste management and emiss ions) i s  overseen by our Directorate of Estates  & Faci l i ties .

How is climate change action managed and embedded in the body?
Provide a  summary of how decis ion-making in relation to cl imate change action by the body i s  managed and how respons ibi l i ty i s  a l located to the body’s  senior s taff, departmenta l  heads  etc. If any such decis ion-
making s i ts  outs ide the body’s  own governance arrangements  (in relation to, for example, land use, adaptation, transport, bus iness  travel , waste, information and communication technology, procurement or 
behaviour change), identi fy how this  i s  managed and how respons ibi l i ty i s  a l located outs ide the body. Provide a  diagram to show how respons ibi l i ty i s  a l located to the body’s  senior s taff, departmenta l  heads  
etc.
The Susta inable Development Committee (SDC) was  establ i shed fol lowing the launch of the Aberdeen 2040 s trategy (ini tia l ly as  the Susta inabi l i ty Steering Group). It replaced a  long-s tanding Advisory Group on 
Susta inabi l i ty & Socia l  Respons ibi l i ty.  SDC meets  regularly (usual ly quarterly) and co-ordinates  the development, implementation and review of a l l  operational  susta inabi l i ty related commitments  as  outl ined in 
the Aberdeen 2040 s trategic plan. SDC reports  via  the Univers i ty's  Senior Management Team as  required through the Univers i ty committee s tructure e.g., to Court. Among i ts  duties , i t reviews  implementation plans  
l inked to Aberdeen 2040, oversees  Envi ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty ri sks  from the Univers i ty Risk Regis ter and the Strategic Risk Regis ter, and sets  the di rection for our susta inabi l i ty commitments . Ful l  deta i l s  of the 
attendees  are at 2a  above, but i t should be noted that academic discipl ines  and the s tudent voice are a lso wel l  represented.

Functional  respons ibi l i ty for management of our susta inabi l i ty and net-zero planning l ies  with our Directorate of Estates  & Faci l i ties  (e.g., Waste, Transport, Water, Energy, Bui ldings , Net Zero). We are in the 
process  of trans i tioning away from a  series  of rol l ing five-year Carbon Management Plans  to a  longer-term Net-Zero s trategy. The Net Zero & Emiss ions  Manager i s  currently leading the development of a  
comprehens ive Net-Zero Strategy that wi l l  be in place by December 2024.

Sub-groups  and boards  are establ i shed as  required. Currently we have the fol lowing:
• A Susta inable Heating Programme Board (cha ired by the Vice-Principa l  for Regional  Engagement) looking into the options  for decarbonisation of our heat networks  in Old Aberdeen.
• A Net-Zero Strategy & Targets  Working Group (cha ired by the Dean for Envi ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty) developing a  comprehens ive net-zero s trategy. This  working group's  work wi l l  be complete in December 2024 
fol lowing formal  aproval  of the Net Zero Strategy.
• A Susta inabi l i ty Operations  sub-group (chaired by the Head of Susta inabi l i ty) where operational  susta inabi l i ty matters  and associated pol icies , data , and metrics  can be discussed in deta i l  by those 
respons ible for the col lation, monitoring and reporting of these i ssues .
• An Offsetting Working Group (cha ired by the Director of the Interdiscipl inary Centre for Envi ronment and Biodivers i ty) has  been establ i shed to develop an interim offsetting pol icy and i s  undertaking a  sector 
wide review of offsetting practice, timel ines , and s tandards  to inform the Univers i ty's  own long term plans  in this  area. 

Ful l  deta i l s  of the SDC are ava i lable at https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/governance/susta inable-development-committee.php 

Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties 2024 Template AY

How is climate change governed in the body?

Aberdeen 2040 https ://www.abdn.ac.uk/2040/documents/Aberdeen2040-EN.pdf



PART 3 Corporate Emissions, Targets and Project Data

Emissions
3a Emissions from the start of the year which the body uses as a baseline (for its carbon footprint) to the end of the report year

Reference year Year Year type Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3 Total Units Comments

Baseline Year 2015/16 Academic 13,332.30                                                                                                                                                                             11,318.85                                                                                      6,869.02                                                                                               31,520.17                                                                                  tCO e
Adjustment of scope sources to correct historic errors. Total university emissions remain 
unchanged

3 Year 1 carbon footprint 2016/17 Academic 13,017.94                                                                                                                                                                             9,433.94                                                                                         5,536.67                                                                                               27,988.56                                                                                  tCO e
Adjustment of scope sources to correct historic errors. Total university emissions remain 
unchanged

4 Year 2 carbon footprint 2017/18 Academic 12,641.01                                                                                                                                                                             6,731.87                                                                                         5,082.14                                                                                               24,455.02                                                                                  tCO2e
Adjustment of scope sources to correct historic errors. Total university emissions remain 
unchanged

5 Year 3 carbon footprint 2018/19 Academic 10,436.37                                                                                                                                                                             6,050.09                                                                                         4,845.30                                                                                               21,331.76                                                                                  tCO2e
Adjustment of scope sources to correct historic errors. Total university emissions remain 
unchanged

6 Year 4 carbon footprint 2019/20 Academic 10,148.20                                                                                                                                                                             7,595.78                                                                                         2,994.38                                                                                               20,738.36                                                                                  tCO e

Adjustment of scope sources to correct historic errors. Total university emissions remain 
unchanged.

COVID-19 impact from March 2020

7 Year 5 carbon footprint 2020/21 Academic 10,353.71                                                                                                                                                                             5,307.60                                                                                         1,330.57                                                                                               16,991.88                                                                                  tCO2e

Adjustment of scope sources to correct historic errors. Total university emissions remain 
unchanged.

COVID-19 impact for full reporting year

8 Year 6 carbon footprint 2021/22 Academic 10,200.14                                                                                                                                                                             3,594.97                                                                                         36,668.26                                                                                             50,463.37                                                                                  tCO2e

Update of Reporting Boundaries
Inclusion of Procurement related Scope 3 emissions has resulted in a significant increase in 
Scope 3 emissions. The reporting boundaries used in previous years would have resulted in a 
total emissions profile of 15,620 tCO2e for 21/22 which represents a like-for-like reduction of 
8.07% on 20/21.

Update of NHS Grid Electricity Methodology
An update to the way we calculate Grid Electricity consumption procured through the NHS for 
our Foresterhill site has identified a historic over-reporting. Addressing this for this year has 
resulted in a reduction of 911.5 tCO2e in Scope 2 emissions compared to that which we would 
have declared had the previous methodology been applied.

9 Year 7 carbon footprint 2022/23 Academic 9,701.24                                                                                                                                                                                4,157.35                                                                                         50,535.86                                                                                             64,394.45                                                                                  tCO2e

Update of Reporting Boundaries
Inclusion of Student Relocation, Well-to-Tank, and Staff Commuting related Scope 3 emissions 
has resulted in a significant increase in Scope 3 emissions. The reporting boundaries used in 
previous years would have resulted in a total emissions profile of 45,290.2 tCO2e for 22/23 
which represents a like-for-like reduction of 10.25% on 21/22.

10 Year 8 carbon footprint 2023/24 Academic 8,759.99                                                                                                                                                                                4,024.30                                                                                         55,027.15                                                                                             67,811.44                                                                                  tCO2e

Update of Reporting Boundaries
Inclusion of Student Commuting, Hotel Stays (both Scope 3) and F-Gases (Scope 1), has added 
several new categories of emissions to our portfolio.  These new sources have resulted in a 
minor (5.3%) increase in our overall emissions total. Had we used the same reporting 
boundaries as in 22/23, it would have resulted in a total emissions profile of 63,984 tCO2e for 
23/24 which represents a like-for-like reduction of 0.64% on 22/23.

11 Year 9 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

12 Year 10 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO e

13 Year 11 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

14 Year 12 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

15 Year 13 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO e

16 Year 14 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

17 Year 15 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

18 Year 16 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO e

19 Year 17 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

20 Year 18 carbon footprint 0 Academic -                                                                                                tCO2e

3b Breakdown of emissions sources Please refrain from deleting rows or columns anywhere in this template  This workbook is password protected to prevent this and should not be unlocked

Emission Factor Year 2024
You can filter emission sources by "type" in column C to enable quicker selection of emission source in column D  See the list in the Emissions Tab
User defined emission sources can be entered in rows 131 onwards  Please only use these if you cannot find a relevant emission source in the dropdown list or you have a bespoke emission factor or non standard derivation of emissions e g  based on a survey/consumption data  If you require extra rows in the table please send the template to ccreporting@ed ac uk

Emission Type Emission source Scope Consumption data Units Emission factor Units Emissions (tCO2e) Comments

Fuels Diesel (average biofuel blend) Scope 1 22,436                                                                                                                                                                                    litres 2.51279 kg CO2e/litres 56.37625

Fleet vehicles

Data gathered from fuel cards

Fuels Petrol (average biofuel blend) Scope 1 2,284                                                                                                                                                                                      litres 2.08440 kg CO2e/litres 4.76050

Fleet vehicles

Data gathered from fuel cards

Fuels Natural gas Scope 1 46,273,859                                                                                                                                                                           kWh 0.18290 kg CO2e/kWh 8463.48875

HH data from invoices

This figure includes the natural gas consumed for heat generation (boilers) and by a Combined 
Heat and Power (CHP) engine on the Old Aberdeen Campus which generates 42.5% of the 
electricity demand.

The reduction in consumption compared to the previous year is due to a number of completed 
projects and M&T programmes, and also due to the CHP engine being offline more often due to 
the reduced campus electricity demand not meeting the minimum load level

Fuels Gas oil Scope 1 -                                                                                                                                                                                           litres 2.75541 kg CO2e/litres 0.00000

Grounds Team usage

No consumption to report Please state in comments if this value is 0 because no emissions exist or if emissions likely exist  but are unknown
Fuels Gas oil Scope 1 127 326                                                                                                                                                                                 kWh 0 25649 kg CO2e/kWh 32 65794 Consumed for heat generation
Fuels LPG Scope 1 12 089                                                                                                                                                                                    kWh 0 21450 kg CO2e/kWh 2 59305 Consumed for heat generation
Refrigerants R410A Scope 1 44                                                                                                                                                                                             kg 1924 00000 kg CO2e/kg 85 14662 F gases
Refrigerants HFC 32 Scope 1 6                                                                                                                                                                                               kg 677 00000 kg CO2e/kg 3 89275 F gases
Refrigerants R407C Scope 1 14                                                                                                                                                                                             kg 1624 00000 kg CO2e/kg 22 31376 F gases
Refrigerants R404A Scope 1 4                                                                                                                                                                                               kg 3943 00000 kg CO2e/kg 17 15205 F gases

Electricity Electricity: UK Scope 2 12,143,424                                                                                                                                                                           kWh 0.20705 kg CO2e/kWh 2514.29593

Includes the following:
- Half Hourly Grid Electricity*
- Non Half Hourly Grid Electricity*
- Grid Electricity purchased from NHS at the Foresterhill Campus. 

The reduction in consumption compared to the previous year is due to a number of completed 
projects and M&T programmes.

Note that the electricity supplied to us by the NHS on our Foresterhill site consists of a 
combination of Grid Electricity and electricity generated by the NHS' own on-site CHP. In 
previous years we have simply declared all electricity used on the Foresterhill site, but this 
failed to take account of the fact that we were also procuring steam from the NHS CHP to heat 
our buildings. To address this, the monthly ratio between grid and CHP electricity has been used 
to calculate the actual grid consumption of the University. The emissions resulting from CHP 
generated electricity are effectively accounted for under the 'steam' emissions factor as we 
also procure steam from the NHS CHP. This eliminates a double counting of these emissions. 

Heat and steam District heat and steam Scope 2 8,405,243                                                                                                                                                                             kWh 0.17965 kg CO2e/kWh 1510.00198

Steam consumed on the Foresterhill Medical Campus, purchased from NHS Grampian through 
their CHP District Heating Network located on site.

A small portion of the steam consumed is generated by a biomass boiler

Electricity Transmission and distribution - Electricity: UK Scope 3 12,143,424                                                                                                                                                                           kWh 0.01830 kg CO2e/kWh 222.22466
Heat and steam Transmission and distribution  district heat & steam  5% loss Scope 3 8 405 243                                                                                                                                                                             kWh 0 00946 kg CO2e/kWh 79 51360
Water Water supply Scope 3 154 625                                                                                                                                                                                 cubic metres 0 10000 kg CO2e/cubic metres 15 46251 Based off of internal meter reads

Water Water treatment Scope 3 146,894                                                                                                                                                                                 cubic metres 0.19000 kg CO2e/cubic metres 27.90983
As waste water is not metered, volume assumed to be 95% of water supplied to the University 
plus 100% of any captured rain water

Homeworking Homeworking (office equipment + heating) Scope 3 1,366,169                                                                                                                                                                             FTE Working Hour 0.33378 kg CO2e/FTE Working Hour 456.00005

Using WFH practice data gathered as part of a recent University staff travel survey (undertaken 
every 2 years) and based on annualised FTE hour estimates of 1,661 for academic and 
academic related staff  and 1 842 for support staff

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 1,574,473                                                                                                                                                                             km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 262.79528

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - public National rail Scope 3 661,681                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.03546 kg CO2e/passenger.km 23.46321

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - public Coach Scope 3 27,859                                                                                                                                                                                    passenger.km 0.02717 kg CO2e/passenger.km 0.75692

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - public Local bus (not London) Scope 3 1,132,817                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.12999 kg CO2e/passenger.km 147.25491

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - public Regular taxi Scope 3 27,859                                                                                                                                                                                    passenger.km 0.14861 kg CO2e/passenger.km 4.14007

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - public Flights - Domestic, to/from UK - Average passenger Scope 3 6,966,128                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.27257 kg CO2e/passenger.km 1898.75754

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - public Flights - Short-haul, to/from UK - Economy class Scope 3 2,441,964                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.18287 kg CO2e/passenger.km 446.56201

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2.0 Simple" tool.

Transport - public Flights - Long-haul, to/from UK - Economy class Scope 3 47,269,195                                                                                                                                                                           passenger.km 0.20011 kg CO2e/passenger.km 9459.03869

Student Relocation Emissions

Calculated using the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator Tool v2 0 Simple" tool

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 10,790,156                                                                                                                                                                           km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 1800.98495

Staff Commuting

Car (Driver)

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
staff headcount.

The response rate of 37.3% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 266,677                                                                                                                                                                                 km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 44.51103

Staff Commuting

Car (Passenger - with someone who drops you off and returns home)

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
staff headcount.

The response rate of 37.3% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - public Local bus (not London) Scope 3 1,152,608                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.12999 kg CO2e/passenger.km 149.82754

Staff Commuting

Bus

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
staff headcount.

The response rate of 37.3% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - car Motorbike - Average Scope 3 18,590                                                                                                                                                                                    km 0.11367 kg CO2e/km 2.11318

Staff Commuting

Motorcycle/Moped

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
staff headcount.

The response rate of 37.3% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - public National rail Scope 3 1,096,196                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.03546 kg CO2e/passenger.km 38.87110

Staff Commuting

Train

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
staff headcount.

The response rate of 37.3% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 12,505,898                                                                                                                                                                           km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 2087.35951

Student Commuting

Car (Driver)

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
student headcount.

The response rate of 6.4% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 733,519                                                                                                                                                                                 km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 122.43166

Student Commuting

Car (Passenger - with someone who drops you off and returns home)

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
student headcount.

The response rate of 6.4% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - public Local bus (not London) Scope 3 7,716,981                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.12999 kg CO2e/passenger.km 1003.13037

Student Commuting

Bus

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
student headcount.

The response rate of 6.4% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - car Motorbike - Average Scope 3 9,019                                                                                                                                                                                      km 0.11367 kg CO2e/km 1.02515

Student Commuting

Motorcycle/Moped

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
student headcount.

The response rate of 6.4% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - public National rail Scope 3 1,442,988                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.03546 kg CO2e/passenger.km 51.16836

Student Commuting

Train

Calculation methodology uses travel habit results of 2022/2023 travel survey and 2023/2024 
student headcount.

The response rate of 6.4% was deemed acceptable for use in extrapolation, using the 
Commuting Survey Guidance and Tool from EAUC Scotland

Transport - public Flights - Domestic, to/from UK - Average passenger Scope 3 697,239                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.27257 kg CO2e/passenger.km 190.04651

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - public Flights - Short-haul, to/from UK - Average passenger Scope 3 3,935,105                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.18592 kg CO2e/passenger.km 731.61481

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - public Flights - International, to/from non-UK - Average passenger Scope 3 893,978                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.17580 kg CO2e/passenger.km 157.16139

Business Travel

Data from University finance system
Covers international and long-haul flights  (average passenger)

Transport - public Flights - Domestic, to/from UK - Average passenger Scope 3 544,560                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.27257 kg CO2e/passenger.km 148.43083

Business Travel

Data from University travel provider

Transport - public Flights - Short-haul, to/from UK - Average passenger Scope 3 545,412                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.18592 kg CO2e/passenger.km 101.40296

Business Travel

Data from University travel provider

Transport - public Flights - Long-haul, to/from UK - Average passenger Scope 3 2,757,760                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.26128 kg CO2e/passenger.km 720.54758

Business Travel

Data from University travel provider

Transport - public Flights - International, to/from non-UK - Average passenger Scope 3 2,163,267                                                                                                                                                                             passenger.km 0.17580 kg CO2e/passenger.km 380.30230

Business Travel

Data from University travel provider

Transport - public National rail Scope 3 804,318                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.03546 kg CO2e/passenger.km 28.52113

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - public National rail Scope 3 296,621                                                                                                                                                                                 passenger.km 0.03546 kg CO2e/passenger.km 10.51817

Business Travel

Data from University travel provider

Transport - public London Underground Scope 3 9,863                                                                                                                                                                                      passenger.km 0.02780 kg CO2e/passenger.km 0.27418

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - public Local bus (not London) Scope 3 99,786                                                                                                                                                                                    passenger.km 0.12999 kg CO2e/passenger.km 12.97124

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - public Local bus (not London) Scope 3 36,082                                                                                                                                                                                    passenger.km 0.12999 kg CO2e/passenger.km 4.69026

Business Travel

University shuttle bus

Transport - public Regular taxi Scope 3 70,269                                                                                                                                                                                    passenger.km 0.14861 kg CO2e/passenger.km 10.44262

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - public Ferry - Average (all passenger) Scope 3 51,635                                                                                                                                                                                    passenger.km 0.11270 kg CO2e/passenger.km 5.81925

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 795,677                                                                                                                                                                                 km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 132.80641

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Transport - car Average car - Unknown Scope 3 172,346                                                                                                                                                                                 km 0.16691 kg CO2e/km 28.76624

Business Travel

Car rental

Fuels Diesel (average biofuel blend) Scope 3 5,900                                                                                                                                                                                      litres 2.51279 kg CO2e/litres 14.82611

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Fuels Petrol (average biofuel blend) Scope 3 15,426                                                                                                                                                                                    litres 2.08440 kg CO2e/litres 32.15475

Business Travel

Data from University finance system

Fuels LPG Scope 3 -                                                                                                                                                                                           litres 1.55713 kg CO2e/litres 0.00000

Business Travel

Data from University finance system Please state in comments if this value is 0 because no emissions exist or if emissions likely exist  but are unknown

Waste Paper and board: paper - Recycled Scope 3 84                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.53580

Waste

Paper  Recycle

Waste Glass - Recycled Scope 3 3                                                                                                                                                                                               tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.01774

Waste

Glass  Recyle

Waste Metal: mixed cans - Recycled Scope 3 20                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.13078

Waste

Metal  Recyle

Waste Wood - Recycled Scope 3 46                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.29443

Waste

Wood  Recycle

Waste Organic: garden waste - Composting Scope 3 259                                                                                                                                                                                          tonnes 8.88386 kg CO2e/tonnes 2.29719

Waste

Green  Recycle

Waste Organic: food and drink waste - Composting Scope 3 20                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 8.88386 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.18002

Waste

Food  Recyle

Waste Commercial and industrial waste - Combustion Scope 3 244                                                                                                                                                                                          tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 1.56587

Waste

General Waste - Energy from Waste

It should be noted that the University pays a premium for our EfW contractor to remove 
recyclable materials from the waste we send. Typically, the contractor's waste transfer station 
achieves a % proportion of circa 93%  97% of general waste that is recycled

Waste Mixed dry recyclates - Recycled Scope 3 73                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.46608

Waste

Dry Mixed Recyclate  Recycle

Waste WEEE - mixed - Recycled Scope 3 tonnes 6.41061 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.00000

Waste

WEEE - Recycled

No data is available due to service provider being unable to provide requested information. It is 
estimated that 14 tonnes of WEEE waste would have been recycled or re used Please state in comments if this value is 0 because no emissions exist or if emissions likely exist, but are unknown

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 1 6                                                                                                                                                                                               kg 1282 0000000 kg CO2e/kg 7 948                                                                            F Gases  R449a
Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 1 55                                                                                                                                                                                             kg 573 0000000 kg CO2e/kg 31 515                                                                         F Gases  R513A
Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 1 13                                                                                                                                                                                             kg 2473 0000000 kg CO2e/kg 32 149                                                                         F Gases  R422d

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 # Days / # Rooms 50.195                                                                         

Hotel Stays

Data sourced from travel provider
Emission factors from UK Gov

980 bookings  representing 49 45% of total bookings

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 # Days / # Rooms 311.598                                                                       

Hotel Stays

Data sourced from expenses data.
kgCO2e/£ Spent Emission factor extrapolated from travel provider spend and emissions data

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 22,436                                                                                                                                                                                    litres 0.6110100 kg CO2e/litres 13.708                                                                         

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Diesel (Fleet Vehicles - Scope 1)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 2,284                                                                                                                                                                                      litres 0.5809400 kg CO2e/litres 1.327                                                                            

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Petrol (Fleet Vehicles  Scope 1)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 47,548,473                                                                                                                                                                           kWh 0.0302100 kg CO2e/kWh 1,436.439                                                                   

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Natural Gas (Scope 1)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 -                                                                                                                                                                                           Litres 0.6266500 kg CO2e/litres -                                                                                 

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Gas oil (Grounds - Scope 1) - Note - no consumption in reporting year

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 127,326                                                                                                                                                                                 kWh 0.0591300 kg CO2e/kWh 7.529                                                                            

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Gas oil (Heating  Scope 1)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 12,089                                                                                                                                                                                    kWh 0.0254800 kg CO2e/kWh 0.308                                                                            

Well-to-Tank Emissions

LPG (Heating - Scope 1)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 12,143,424                                                                                                                                                                           kWh 0.0459000 kg CO2e/kWh 562.427                                                                       

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Grid Electricity (Generation - Scope 2)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 8,405,243                                                                                                                                                                             kWh 0.0334100 kg CO2e/kWh 280.819                                                                       

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Purchased Heat and Steam  (Generation  Scope 2)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 12,143,424                                                                                                                                                                           kWh 0.0039700 kg CO2e/kWh 48.646                                                                         

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Transmission & Distribution (Grid Electricity - Scope 3)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 8,405,243                                                                                                                                                                             kWh 0.0017600 kg CO2e/kWh 14.793                                                                         

Well-to-Tank Emissions

Transmission & Distribution (Purchased Heat and Steam - Scope 3)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 466.671                                                                       

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement - Construction (APUC E3SCCON)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 1,483.740                                                                   

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement  Other procurement (APUC E3SCOTH)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 1,351.196                                                                   

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement - Other manufactured products (APUC E3SCMP)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 11,589.331                                                                

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement - Medical and precision instruments (APUC E3SCMPI)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 5,237.522                                                                   

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement  Business services (APUC E3SCBS)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 9,281.474                                                                   

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement - ICT (APUC E3SCICT)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 474.142                                                                       

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement - Paper products (APUC E3SCPP)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 7.702                                                                            

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement  Waste and water (APUC E3SCWW)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 581.085                                                                       

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement  Manufactured fuels  chemicals  and gases (APUC E3SCMFCG)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 502.021                                                                       

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement - Food and catering (APUC E3SCFC)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 £Spent 267.454                                                                       

Please note these emissions are calculated from the University's 2023/2024 procurement 
activity through the HESCET tool.

Procurement  Unclassified (APUC E3SCUNC)

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 14                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.4106100 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.087                                                                            

Waste

Chemical  Energy from Waste

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 24                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.4106100 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.154                                                                            

Waste

Clinical  Energy from Waste

(a) Emissions factors are published annually by the UK Department for Energy Security & Net Zero

Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties 2024 Template AY

Complete the following table using the greenhouse gas emissions total for the body calculated on the same basis as for its annual carbon footprint / management reporting or, where applicable, its sustainability reporting. Include greenhouse gas emissions from the body’s estate and operations (a) (measured and reported in accordance with Scopes 1 & 2 and, to the 
extent applicable, selected Scope 3 of the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (b). If data is not available for any year from the start of the baseline year to the end of the report year, provide an explanation in the comments column.

(a) No information is required on the effect of the body on emissions which are not from its estate and operations.

(b) This refers to “The greenhouse gas protocol. A corporate accounting and reporting standard (revised edition)”, World Business Council for Sustainable Development, Geneva, Switzerland / World Resources Institute, Washington DC, USA (2004), ISBN: 1-56973-568-9.

Complete the following table with the breakdown of emission sources from the body’s most recent carbon footprint (greenhouse gas inventory); this should correspond to the last entry in the table in 3(a) above. Use the ‘Comments’ column to explain what is included within each category of emission source entered in the first column. If there is no data consumption available for an emission source enter the emissions in kgCO2e in the ‘Consumption’ column of one of the “Other” rows and 
assign the scope and an emission factor of 1.

SELECT APPROPRIATE BASELINE YEAR. TOTAL EMISSIONS IN THE MOST RECENT FOOTPRINT YEAR IN THIS QUESTION SHOULD EQUAL TOTAL EMISSIONS IN Q3B



Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 24                                                                                                                                                                                             tonnes 6.4106100 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.155                                                                            

Waste

Other Recyclates  Recycle

Other Other (please specify in comments) Scope 3 2                                                                                                                                                                                               tonnes 6.4106100 kg CO2e/tonnes 0.015                                                                            

Waste

Sanitary  Energy from Waste
121 67 816 918                                                                

3c Generation  consumption and export of renewable energy
Provide a summary of the body’s annual renewable generation (if any), and whether it is used or exported by the body.

Total consumed by the body (kWh) Total exported (kWh) Total consumed by the body (kWh) Total exported (kWh) Comments

Solar PV 124,936                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Solar PV is installed on the following buildings:
- Science Teaching Hub
- Sir Duncan Rice Library
 Hillhead Student Village

Solar thermal 603                                                                                                                                                                                          Rocking Horse Nursery (Passive House Design)
Air Source Heat Pump 6 857                                                                                                                                                                                      Rocking Horse Nursery (Passive House Design)

Ground Source Heat Pump 1 system installed but no metering currently available

Targets

3d Organisational targets

Name of target Type of target Target Units Boundary/scope of target Year used as baseline Baseline figure Units of baseline Target completion year Progress against target Comments

2040 Net Zero Emissions Target  Overarching Percentage 100                                                                                                                                                                          total % reduction All emissions 2015/16 32 949                                                                                        tCO2e 2039/40 16 689                               
Interim target is to see a 5% year-on-year reduction to 2025 pending the establishment of Net-Zero 
targets as part of new Net Zero Strategy

Business Travel reduction of 40% on 2018/19 
figures by 2025 Percentage 40                                                                                                                                                                            total % reduction Staff travel 2018/19 4,166                                                                                           tCO2e 2025/26 2,711                                  

Target is 2,500 tCO2e. Total in 2023/2024 is 2,711 tCO2e in a year in which our plane travel increased 
and flight emissions factors remain high due to the factors being calculated on a lag and currently being 
in the COVID 19 period

Reduce water consumption 2% year on year Annual 2                                                                                                                                                                               total % reduction Water and sewerage 2015/16 150 462                                                                                      M3 Please select from drop down box 154 625                             
2023/2024 saw a 0.7% increase in freshwater consumption compared to the previous reporting year 
due to leaks in the University's district heating networks

2040 Net Zero Emissions Target  Scope 1 Percentage 100                                                                                                                                                                          total % reduction Scope 1 2015/16 13 345                                                                                        tCO2e 2039/40 8 760                                  

Scope specific target as part of the University's Net Zero strategy.

Is in alignment with guidance from the Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi).

Covers the following emissions sources:
- Natural Gas
- LPG
- Gas Oils
- Fleet Use
 F gases

2040 Net Zero Emissions Target  Scope 2 Percentage 100                                                                                                                                                                          total % reduction Scope 2 2015/16 11 319                                                                                        tCO2e 2039/40 4 047                                  

Scope specific target as part of the University's Net Zero strategy.

Is in alignment with guidance from the Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi).

Covers the following emissions sources:
- Grid electricity
 Steam

2040 Net Zero Emissions Target  Scope 3 Percentage 55                                                                                                                                                                            total % reduction Other (please specify in comments) 2015/16 8 285                                                                                           tCO2e 2039/40 3 882                                  

Scope specific target as part of the University's Net Zero strategy.

Is in alignment with guidance from the Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi). 

The University recognises the complexities and challenges surrounding influencing and reducing Scope 
3 based emissions, as such, will monitor sector guidance.

Covers the following emissions sources:
- Transmission and Distribution
- Water and Sewerage
- Hotel Stays
- Business Travel
- Waste
 Working from Home

Please select from drop down box Please select from drop down box Please select from drop down box Please select from drop down box Please select from drop down box Please select from drop down box

3da

3db

Projects and changes

3e

Emissions source Total estimated annual carbon savings (tCO e) Comments

Electricity 150                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

3 Projects: 
Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also have included 
measures that reduced energy use but the details of these are not always possible to fully 
capture

Natural gas 1,136                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

2 Projects: 
Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also have included 
measures that reduced energy use but the details of these are not always possible to fully 
capture

Other heating fuels
Waste
Water and sewerage
Travel
Fleet transport

Other (please specify in comments) 29                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Emission Source: Steam

2 Projects: 
Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also have included 
measures that reduced energy use but the details of these are not always possible to fully 
capture

Other (please specify in comments) 469                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Emission Source: CHP Heat

7 Projects: 
Savings from projects completed on the Old Aberdeen Campus where 21.7% of the heat 
demand is met by a natural gas fired CHP engine and 78.3% is from gas fired boilers. The 
annual Carbon Conversion Factor has been calculated (based on BEIS Natural Gas and Grid 
Electricity Factors) to be specific to this site: 0.2201kgCO2e/kWh.

Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also have included 
measures that reduced energy use but the details of these are not always possible to fully 
capture

Other (please specify in comments) 465                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Emission Source: CHP Electricity

3 Projects
Savings from projects completed on the Old Aberdeen Campus where 42.5% of the 
electricity demand is met by a natural gas fired CHP engine and 57.5% is from the Grid. The 
annual Carbon Conversion Factor has been calculated (based on BEIS Natural Gas and Grid 
Electricity Factors) to be specific to this site: 0.3625kgCO2e/kWh.

Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also have included 
measures that reduced energy use but the details of these are not always possible to fully 
capture

Total 2 249                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

3f

Project name Funding source First full year of CO e savings Are these savings figures estimated or actual? Capital cost (£) Operational cost (£/annum) Project lifetime (years) Primary fuel/emission source saved Estimated carbon savings per year (tCO2e/annum)
Estimated costs savings 
(£/annum) Behaviour Change Comments

Timeschedules & Target temp enforcement (M&T) Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 1,979.25 £758,523.87 No Impacts all sources of heating (natural gas, CHP heat, steam, electricity, 
etc.)

University wide mandate of a reduced daily heating schedule and 
enforced target temperature

Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Engine Plate Heat 
Exchanger (PHE) Cleaning

Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 214.63 £58,500.00 No Emissions Souce: CHP Heat

Annual cleaning of the Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Engine's plate 
heat exchanger (PHE)

Change to operation of Science Teaching Hub nitro 
system

Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 15.22 £10,920.00 No Emissions Souce: CHP Electricity

Switched off nitro generator outside of teaching periods
Implementation of heating schedule in the 
Gardeners bothy 

Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 14.27 £5,835.60 No Emissions Souce: CHP Heat

Implemented a heating schedule for the Gardeners Bothy so that the 
heating is off over the summer

Installation of Zone Valves Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 10.21 £4,173.08 No Emissions Souce: CHP Heat

Installation of zone valves in William Guild to improve the energy 
efficiency surrounding the heating system

Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Engine Exhaust 
Gas Heat Exchanger (EGHE) Cleaning

Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 7.92 £3,240.00 No Emissions Souce: CHP Heat

Annual cleaning of the Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Engine's exhuast 
gas heat exchanger (EGHE)

Change of HUB domestic hot water plate from 
mechanical control to BMS control

Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 2.60 £1,062.00 No Emissions Souce: CHP Heat

Improved use of heat and better control level
Relamping of Polwarth Auditorium Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 2.00 No Emissions Souce: NHS Electricity

The auditorium in the Polwarth building has had its lighting system 
upgraded to be LED with scene setting and absence detection controls.

Upgrade of Bio-Medical Physics Lighting Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 1.30 No Emissions Souce: NHS Electricity

As part of a project to change areas from workshops/dark rooms to offices 
and laboratories, lighting in the East and North wings were upgraded to 
LEDs and with new absence/presence detectors.

Repair of Zoology Heat Recovery System Internal funding 2024/25 Actual Please select from drop down box 1.17 £477.00 No Emissions Souce: CHP Heat

Repaired one of the heat recovery heat systems with another one mid 
repair

3g

Emissions source Total estimated annual emissions (tCO2e) Increase or decrease in emissions Comments
Estate changes Please select from drop down box Unknown impacts of other upgrade/maintenance projects
Service provision Please select from drop down box
Staff numbers Please select from drop down box
Other (please specify in comments) Please select from drop down box
Total -                                                                                                                                                                           

3h A ti i t d l b  i  f  ll j t  i l t d b  th  b d  i  th   h d

Emissions source Total estimated annual carbon savings (tCO2e) Comments

Electricity 398                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

1 Project
Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also include 
measures that reduced energy use or improve energy efficiency but the detail may not 
always be quantifiable

Natural gas 175                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2 Projects
Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also include 
measures that reduced energy use or improve energy efficiency but the detail may not 
always be quantifiable

Other heating fuels                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Waste                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Water and sewerage                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Travel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Fleet Transport                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Other (please specify in comments) 781                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Emission Source: CHP Heat

2 Projects
Savings from projects to be undertaken on the Old Aberdeen Campus where 21.7% of the 
heat demand is met by a natural gas fired CHP engine and 78.3% is from gas fired boilers. 
The annual Carbon Conversion Factor has been calculated (based on BEIS Natural Gas and 
Grid Electricity Factors) to be specific to this site: 0.2201kgCO2e/kWh.

Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also include 
measures that reduced energy use or improve energy efficiency but the detail may not 
always be quantifiable

Other (please specify in comments) 93                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Emission Source: CHP Electricity

3 Projects
Savings from projects to be undertaken on the Old Aberdeen Campus where 42.5% of the 
electricity demand is met by a natural gas fired CHP engine and 57.5% is from the Grid. The 
annual Carbon Conversion Factor has been calculated (based on BEIS Natural Gas and Grid 
Electricity Factors) to be specific to this site: 0.3625kgCO2e/kWh.

Please note that annual renovations/upgrades across the University will also include 
measures that reduced energy use or improve energy efficiency but the detail may not 
always be quantifiable

Total 1 448                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

3i

Emissions source Total estimated annual emissions (tCO2e) Increase or decrease in emissions Comments
Estate changes Please select from drop down box Unknown impacts of other upgrade/maintenance projects
Service provision Please select from drop down box N/A
Staff numbers Please select from drop down box N/A
Other (please specify in comments) Please select from drop down box N/A
Total                                                                                                                                                                            

3j

Total savings Total estimated emissions savings (tCO2e) Comments

Total project savings since baseline year 5,826                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Baseline year of 2015/16

Estimated savings from 141 completed projects. This does not include Monitoring & 
Targeting regimes or behaviour change campaigns.

Further information
3k

Offsetting: Sequestering/Offsetting  forms part of our Net Zero strategy for any "unavoidable" emissions we cannot eliminate by 2040. The University has established a working group to develop an initial policy stance on this issue and will consider: if, when, why and how we might go about offsetting. It should be noted that at present, unless required as part of 
research funding, the University of Aberdeen does not currently offset any emissions and instead is focussed on reducing emissions through estate and behavioural improvements rather than offsetting. This issue will be actively monitored, noting Scottish and UK Governmental guidance to ensure adequate offsetting/sequestering is available for 2040.

Reporting Boundary Update: To align with sector best practice guidance, as detailed in the Standardised Carbon Emissions Reporting Framework (SCEF), the University has expanded its reported emissions boundary in 2023/2024 to include F-gases (Scope 1), hotel accommodation (Scope 3), and student commuting (Scope 3).

New Emission Source – F-Gases: F-gases are being included for the first time in the University’s emissions reporting but have been subject to historic monitoring by Estates & Facilitiesas per EU requirements. Where possible, UK Government emissions factors are used to calculate the emissions impact and where a gas is not listed, then the stated GWP potential on 
relevant datasheets is utilised.

New Emission Source – Hotel Accommodation: Hotel accommodation data is collated from two sources, from the University’s travel provider, and from expenses submitted by staff and students. The UK government emissions factor for hotel stays is applied to the data from the travel provider.  For expenses data, an analysis exercise was undertaken using the HESCET 
kgCO2e/£ spent tool, with the results compared to a kg CO2e/£ Spent factor derived from the travel provider data. It was felt that the travel provider derived factor better represented the travel patterns of the University and has been used in this submission.

New Emission Source – Student Commuting: Following the inclusion of staff commuting in the 2022/2023 PBCCD submission, student commuting has been included for the first time thi year. The data is derived from our most recent bi-annual student travel survey which had a 6.4% student return rate. This return rate is acceptable as per the guidance set out in EAUC 
Scotland’s Commuting Survey Guide and Tool (2024) and as such has been used to derive an estimated total fo student commuting emissions.

Net Zero Strategy: The University's 'Net Zero Strategies and Targets Working Group' has recently completed the development of the University's Net Zero strategy. The strategy contains, among other topics, scope specific reduction targets, decarbonisation pathways, analysis of investment levels and a high level implementation plan. The strategy is currently 
completing the internal governance process with a target date for publication by the end of 2024.

Rain Water: The University has a number of rain water harvesting systems across its campuses. Unfortunately these are all experiencing operational difficulties and have not been prioritised for repair. As such, no rainwater harvesting data was compiled for 2023/2024.

Emissions Reporting Recognition: as mentoned elsewhere in this submission, two emissions reporting initiatives have attracted extensive sector interest and details have been shared widely with sector interest groups e.g. notably HESPA and EAUC. Our Sustainability Dashboard (i.e. a Power BI repository of all our emissions data) has generated much sector interest 
and, as well as presenting details at a HESPA showcase event, recieved a highly commended award in the 'Reporting with Influence' category in the 2024 UK Green Gown Awards. Our 'Student Relocation Emissions Calculator' has continued to attract sector interest and has been adopted as part of best practice guidance in both the PBCCD and SCEF emissions reporting 
guidelines. Details have been extensively shared at sector peer-group sessions, and case studies have been developed. After winning an 'Innovation' award earlier in 2024 from HESPA, the tool has recieved a highly commended award at the 2024 UK Green Gown Awards (for 'Creating Impact') and has been shortlisted for the Times Higher Education Awards (for 
'Outstanding Contribution to Environmental Leadership').

Estimated decrease or increase in emissions from other sources in the year ahead
If the body’s corporate emissions are likely to increase or decrease for any other reason in the year ahead, provide an estimate of the amount and direction.

Total carbon reduction project savings since the start of the year which the body used as a baseline for its carbon footprint
If the body has data available, estimate the total emissions savings made from projects since the start of that year ("the baseline year").

Supporting information and best practice
Provide any other relevant supporting information and any examples of best practice by the body in relation to corporate emissions, targets and projects.

If no projects are expected to be implemented against an emissions source, enter “0”.
If the organisation does not have any information for an emissions source, enter “Unknown”.
If the organisation does not include the emissions source in its carbon footprint, enter “N/A”.

Technology

Renewable Electricty Renewable Heat

List all of the body’s targets of relevance to its climate change duties. Where applicable, targets for reducing indirect emissions of greenhouse gases, overall carbon targets and any separate land use, energy efficiency, waste, water, information and communication technology, transport, travel and heat targets should be included. Where applicable, you should also 
provide the body’s target date for achieving zero direct emissions of greenhouse gases, or such other targets that demonstrate how the body is contributing to Scotland achieving its emissions reduction targets.

Estimated total annual carbon savings from all projects implemented by the body in the report year
If no projects were implemented against an emissions source, enter "0".
If the body does not have any information for an emissions source, enter “Unknown”.
If the body does not include the emissions source in its carbon footprint, enter “N/A”.

Detail the top 10 carbon reduction projects to be carried out by the body in the report year
Provide details of the 10 projects which are estimated to achieve the highest carbon savings during report year.

Estimated decrease or increase in the body’s emissions attributed to factors (not reported elsewhere in this form) in the report year
If the emissions increased or decreased due to any such factor in the report year, provide an estimate of the amount and direction

Internally the University reports its progress towards its targets to the Sustainable Development Committee and monitors KPIs related to the twenty headline commitments embedded as part of our of Aberdeen 2040 strategy (including Commitment 19 - net zero). Progress against these KPIs is tracked annually as part of the institutional Annual Report and Accounts. 

As part of the University’s commitment to providing transparent sustainability and emissions related reporting, an online Sustainability Dashboard (utilising Power BI functionality) has been developed and made available online. The dashbard provides open access to a breakdown of all our emissions data, including to historic data, and addressses all three emissions 
Scopes as well as providing granular data on, for example, energy related emissions for each building. The Sustainability Dashboard recieved a highly commended award in the 'Reporting with Influence' category in the 2024 UK Green Gown Awards. The dashboard is available to staff, students, and the public in an effort to improve the understanding and transparency 
of our emissions profile, and to chart our progress towards Net Zero (see https://www.abdn.ac.uk/about/sustainable/net-zero.php).

Additionally, where capacity permits, we aim to reintroduce the practice of producing stand-alone annual Energy, Emissions, and Travel & Waste reports. The intention will be to share these internally and make them available externally via the University website to offer more detailed narrative perspectives on emissions and other operational performance 
(https://www.abdn.ac.uk/about/sustainable/around-campus-159.php).

In the meantime we will also continue to utilise the annual Public Bodies Climate Change Duty exercise to detail our progress towards Net Zero, making this analysis available alongside the Power BI dashboard for public review. We will continue to engage fully in opportunities to discuss progress in HE sector forums e.g. via the EAUC, participating in sector-level discussion 
of Net Zero and sharing in the development and dissemination of best practice and policy (such as our lead role in developing the student travel emissions initiative in 2023).

How will the body align its spending plans and use of resources to contribute to reducing emissions and delivering its emission reduction targets? 
Provide any relevant supporting information that is not already included elsewhere in this report.
We acknowledge that the financial cost of achieving Net Zero before 2040 will be significant. The current funding climate facing the University sector nationwide makes the identification of funding to take forward net zero delivery even more challenging.  In this context we acknowledge the work co-ordinated by AUDE (Association of University Directors of Estates) 
during 2023, and the further update in 2024, on the likely cost of net-zero to the HE and FE sectors. This work has provided institutions with a tool to estimate the scale of investment required to achieve net-zero and we are using this tool to support dialogue on how best to embed net-zero investment into long-term financial planning. In Aberdeen's case that tool 
estimated the direct cost of achieving net zero at £80M. In practice, we anticipate that once professional fees, contingencies, local market conditions and various other factors are considered, this will likely be well in excess of £100M. As a result, it is expected that innovative approaches to funding the delivery of net zero will need to be sought. External funding sources 
including from loans, grants, and partnering arrangements (e.g. where capital investment is provided in return for extended power and/or heat purchase agreements) will likely be required to supplement any internal capital allocation that can be made.
 
The past two years have been challenging for our capital programme and this has led us to adopt a different approach to long-term capital planning. This new approach has aimed to capture all aspects of campus investment as part of an integrated approach to capital planning, acknowledging the need for net zero investment but also the breadth of other strategic, 
operational, and statutory investments required across our campuses.  The current three year-capital plan includes £4m of explicitly net zero related projects (linked to the repurposing of an SFC loan - see below), while a further £7.14M of capital projects have sustainability or net zero among the investment criteria of 19 different projects. These include projects ranging 
from the replacement of a failed transformer to the installation of EV charging points, and an allocation of funding for the replacement or refurbishment of our main CHP engine that comes to the end of its current warranty in 2025. It also includes the embedding of sustainability enhancements as part of wider building upgrades e.g. where we are undertaking RAAC 
repairs, ensuring that we take that opportunity to improve lighting, insulation, and other sustainability enhancements.
 
As indicated above, the University is also in discussions with the Scottish Funding Council around a proposal to repurpose an existing but as yet unutilised £4M loan for a program of Net Zero focussed upgrades. The projects that we now aim to take forward with this funding are critical net zero enabling works on our Old Aberdeen campus and include: transformer 
upgrades, connecting buildings with stand-alone gas-fired heating to our main heat distribution network, extensive heat centre upgrades to improve heat efficiency, and the installation of a thermal buffer vessel to improve the overall performance of the network.
 
We also continue to develop an extensive register of potential net zero projects, including a variety of different fabric upgrade proposals, identifying the anticipated costs and benefits of those projects where those can be determined.
 
The Sustainable Heating Programme Board is working to develop long-term heat decarbonisation recommendations for our Old Aberdeen and Hillhead campuses.

How will the body publish, or otherwise make available, it's progress towards achieving its emissions reduction targets?
Provide any other relevant supporting information. In the event that the body wishes to refer to information already publshed, provide information about where the publication can be accessed. 
Simply referencing this report or it's availabilty on the SSN website is insufficient information. 



PART 4 Adaptation -  please do not include information in this part on measures that solely reduce emissions with no implications for climate adaptation. These are climate mitigation measures which should be reported in the Emissions tab.
Assessing and managing risk

4a Has the body assessed current and future climate-related risks?

4b

Taking action 

4c What action has the body taken to adapt to climate change? 

4d Where applicable, what contribution has the body made to helping deliver the Programme?
Provide any other relevant supporting information

Review, monitoring and evaluation

4e What arrangements does the body have in place to review current and future climate risks?

4f What arrangements does the body have in place to monitor and evaluate the impact of the adaptation actions? 

Future priorities for adaptation

4g

Further information

4h

The Univers i ty was  part of the Aberdeen Adapts  civic s takeholder group, led by Aberdeen Ci ty Counci l , that helped to develop and frame the civic approach to cl imate change adaptation. 

We are a lso part of the civic s takeholder group that i s  workig to develop a  ci ty-wide heat network s trategy. Whi le discuss ion remain in relatively early s tages , there i s  scope for this  process  to see a  ci ty-wide heat netowrk 
emerge that hera ls  the poss ibi l i ty of connecting various  independent heat networks  together across  Aberdeen. This  has  the potentia l  to increase the res i l ience of the Univers i ty's  own heat network, as  wel l  as  contributing 
to a  wider civic agenda that incudes  reducing fuel  poverty and providing heat to community hous ing.

Supporting information and best practice
Provide any other relevant supporting information and any examples  of best practice by the body in relation to adaption.

The Univers i ty of Aberdeen has  success ful ly joined the Publ ic Sector Cl imate Adaptation Network (PSCAN) in 2024/2025. This  wi l l  help to support the Univers i ty's  use of the Adaptation Capabi l i ty Framework and Benchmarking 
Tool  and identi fy best practice exemplars  that can be incorporated into Univers i ty operations .

Cl imate related ri sks  are overseen as  part of the Univers i ty Risk Regis ter and the Strtaegic Risk Regis ter, with a l l  Envi ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty ri sks  reviewed by the Susta inable Development Committee, and managed by the 
Susta inabi l i ty team in Estates  & Faci l i ties . 

In 2023/2024, an MSc s tudent undertook a  review exercise as  part of thei r thes is  on Adaptation, and produced a  draft vers ion of EAUC Scotland's  "Cl imate Risk Regis ter Tool". Capaci ty permitting, we hope to use this  work as  
the bas is  for a  more systematic review of cl imate ri sk by col leagues  in Estates  and Faci l i ties , with the a im of updating and completing the regis ter and presenting this  to SDC. Our intention remains  to embed adaptation as  
part of the wider insti tutional  res i l ience framework, including as  part of the project ri sk management process  on every refurb/new bui ld.

Please provide deta i l s  of monitoring and eva luation cri teria  and adaptation indicators  used to assess  the effectiveness  of actions  deta i led under Question 4(c) and Question 4(d).

The Univers i ty does  not yet have any formal  arrangements  in place to monitor and eva luate the cl imate related impact of adaptation actions . This  remains  an area  we are keen to address  as  and when capaci ty permits . We 
anticipate that key performance indicators  wi l l  be developed as  part of the development of an adaptation framework and s trategy. 

However, other susta inabi l i ty developments  and actions  do continue to be monitored, e.g. our Heating Pol icy was  revised in 2023/2024 to reflect an insti tutional  decis ion to reinforce heating target temperatures  and to 
adjust da i ly heating periods  as  part of a  susta ined campaign to generate energy efficiency savings .

What are the body’s top 5 climate change adaptation priorities for the year ahead?
Provide a  summary of the areas  and activi ties  of focus  for the year ahead.

1.	 Comprehens ive mapping and ranking of adaptation ri sks  across  the Estate, and cons idering non-phys ica l  ri sks .
2.	 Fina l i se the "Cl imate Risk Regis ter Tool" and establ i sh monitoring and reporting mechanisms
3.	 Embed Adaptation as  part of the Estates  & Faci l i ties  Des ign Guide and implement the associated actions .
4.	 Identi fying, eva luating and monitoring adaptation actions , as  set out in a  new Adaptation Framework.
5.	 Strengthening and continuing to grow partnership for adaptation action at , loca l  and national  (Scotti sh and UK) levels .

Provide deta i l s  of arrangements  to review current and future cl imate ri sks , for example, what timesca les  are in place to review the cl imate change ri sk assessments  referred to in Question 4(a) and adaptation s trategies , 
action plans , procedures  and pol icies  in Question 4(b).

Our Susta inable Development Committee (SDC), cha i red by the Senior Vice-Principa l , has  been establ i shed expl ici tly to ra ise the profi le of susta inabi l i ty i s sues  across  the insti tution. 

As  part of a  review of the insti tutional  approach to ri sk in autumn 2021, an Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty category was  added to our main Univers i ty Risk Regis ter (URR) and in the most recent developments  in ri sk 
management, Envi ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty has  been flagged as  one of 8 high-level  ri sks  on a  new Strategic Risk Regis ter cons idered at the highest governance levels . The Environmenta l  Susta inabi l i ty content of these 
regis ters  i s  mainta ined and overseen by the SDC. Risk management procedures  are undertaken by Estates  & Faci l i ties  in relation to operational  activi ties  on campus . 

In 2023/2024, an MSc s tudent undertook a  review exercise as  part of thei r thes is  on Adaptation, and produced a  draft vers ion of EAUC Scotland's  "Cl imate Risk Regis ter Tool". Capaci ty permitting, we hope to use this  work as  
the bas is  for a  more systematic review of cl imate ri sk by col leagues  in Estates  and Faci l i ties , with the a im of updating and completing the regis ter and presenting this  to SDC. Our intention remains  to embed adaptation as  
part of the wider insti tutional  res i l ience framework, including as  part of the project ri sk management process  on every refurb/new bui ld.

Include deta i l s  of work to increase awareness  of the need to adapt to cl imate change and bui ld the capaci ty of s taff and s takeholders  to assess  ri sk and implement action. The body may wish to make reference to the 
Scotti sh Cl imate Change Adaptation Programme  (“the Programme”).

Adaptation actions , a l though not formal ly codi fied as  part of an Adaptation Plan, have been routinely embedded in the Univers i ty’s  operations . These include:

• Opportuni ties  to work from home
• Career support
• Counsel l ing
• Severe weather pol icy
• Minimis ing flood ri sk
• Thermal  comfort
• Employee wel lbeing
• Bus iness  Continui ty processes

The Univers i ty has  a lso undertaken an extens ive condition surveys  exercise across  a l l  of i ts  s i tes . This  a ims  to understand the sca le of investment required to future proof our bui ldings  and infrastructure. These surveys  
inform future maintenance and capi ta l  project planning and wi l l  be further enhanced and informed by the revis ions  to the susta inabi l i ty content of the Estates  Des ign Guide and the continuing development of a  regis ter of 
net-zero projects .

Additional ly, the Univers i ty i s  a l so reviewing the res i l ience of i ts  energy generation technologies  and heat networks  to ensure the infrastructure i s  capable of supporting operational  needs , including during periods  of 
extreme weather (i .e., heatwaves , heavy ra infa l l , or prolonged cold snaps). We are engaging with industry and civic s takeholders  about the potentia l  of l inking energy infrastructures  and shared opportuni ties  as  we assess  
our options  for moving away from foss i l  fuel -based technologies .

Where poss ible, our Susta inabi l i ty team in Estates  & Faci l i ties  i s  a l so able to highl ight and promote the benefi ts  of green infrastructure, through operational  discuss ions  and through the development of pol icies  and 
processes  that advocate operational  improvements , e.g., our recent biodivers i ty pol icy that has  encouraged more biodievrs i ty friendly and cl imate res i l ient planting.

Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties 2024 Template

If yes , provide a  reference or l ink to any such ri sk assessment(s ).

The Univers i ty has  not comprehens ively assessed cl imate-related ri sks  through the Adaptation Scotland framework. In previous  years  we have made efforts  to gauge our cl imate ri sks  but this  i s  yet to be routinely embedded 
as  part of Bus iness  Continui ty practices . 

However, fol lowing a  discuss ion at our Estates  Committee in October 2020 (and severa l  incidences  of campus  flooding) this  i s sue has  been identi fied as  an area  of concern. The Univers i ty has  an environmenta l  
susta inabi l i ty section in both the Univers i ty Risk Regis ter (a  breakdown of ri sks  by functional  area) and the Strategic Risk Regis ter (the Univers i ty's  high level  ri sk regis ter), that captures  a  range of susta inabi l i ty related 
ri sks  facing the Univers i ty.

In 2022/2023 a  Net Zero intern within the Susta inabi l i ty team reviewed the Univers i ty's  pol icies , s trategies , ri sk regis ters , and des ign guide aga inst the Adaptation Scotland Framework to identi fy exis ting practices  and 
potentia l  areas  of improvement.  The intern's  work highl ighted best practice examples  from other Scotti sh insti tutions  and recommended the fol lowing key consequences  be addressed by the Univers i ty as  part of an 
Adaptation Strategy:
• The heal th of our natura l  envi ronment 
• The increased ri sk of flooding
• The heal th and wel lbeing of our people
• Our cul tura l  heri tage and identi ty
• Performance of our bui ldings

As  a  resul t of this  exercise, the Susta inabi l i ty team establ i shed an MSc thes is  project focuss ing on Adaptation for a  s tudent on the MSc Susta inabi l i ty Trans i tions  postgraduate ta ight programme. As  part of this  project, the 
s tudent: interviewed internal  and external  s takeholders  to understand the current impacts  of cl imate change that the Univers i ty and the region were experiencing; reflected on the adaptation approaches  across  the sector 
through a  review of PBCCD submiss ions ; and provided an ini tia l  populated draft of EAUC Scotland's  "Cl imate Risk Regis ter Tool" as  the bas is  for a  more deta i led insti tutional  exploration of the tool .

What arrangements does the body have in place to manage climate-related risks? 
Provide deta i l s  of any cl imate change adaptation s trategies , action plans  and ri sk management procedures , and any cl imate change adaptation pol icies  which apply across  the body.



PART 5 Procurement

5a How have procurement policies contributed to compliance with climate change duties?

5b How has procurement activity contributed to compliance with climate change duties?

Further information

5c Supporting information and best practice

Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties 2024 Template

The University of Aberdeen acknowledges that its procurement activities have a significant impact on the environment, society and the economy.  Procurement not only delivers value for money but sets the tone for ethical business and responsible dealings with our commercial partners.        

The Procurement Team develop contract strategies that minimise or reduce negative impacts on the environment.  We consider risks and benefits, ensure compliance and best practice across our own procurement operations and into our supply chains, working in conjunction with colleagues to identify and implement ways of contributing towards the 
University’s goal of zero carbon, as well as maintaining a focus on the delivery of Community Benefits, Waste Management, Diversity, Equality and Inclusion. Additionally, the Sustainability team has been working with the Procurement Team to develop Net Zero and Sustainability focussed tender questions to enable the University to be more confident in the 
sustainability credentials of those we procure goods and services from.

Our Procurement Policy & Procedures advises consideration of whole life costs (this includes determining the need for the goods/services, through to their eventual disposal and replacement), environmental and social impacts in assessment of value for money.  We follow the Scottish Government Procurement Journey and the Sustainable Procurement Duty 
outlined in the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 which requires that institutions must think about how they can improve the social, environmental and economic well-being in every regulated procurement exercise undertaken.

The University of Aberdeen continues as a founding member of Electronics Watch. Electronics Watch is an independent, not-for-profit organisation who monitor labour standards and the environmental and social impact of making, running and disposing of electronic equipment. They help protect the rights and safety of electronics workers around the world, 
and to achieve own goals for socially responsible and sustainable procurement. They strive to improve worker conditions in ITC hardware supply chains used by public procurers.  Regular reports are provided to Electronics Watch with ICT Data to enable them to approach appropriate suppliers and/or brands to request sub tier supply chain disclosure.

This year, a workshop was arranged with APUC and EcoVadis (the largest provider of business sustainability ratings), to go through the Eco Vadis Deep Dive Assessment platform and templates with the University’s Procurement & Sustainability teams.  The platform provides analysis of the supplier’s sustainability credentials & how well the company has 
integrated the principles of sustainability into their business.  The University Procurement & Sustainability teams together identified the top 30 suppliers based on level of spend and carbon emissions.  The intention is to continue to identify further suppliers based on relevance, emissions & spend & this shall form part of our processes going forward, resource 
permitting.  

We analyse the organisation’s operations and its supply chain to prioritise high risk categories and suppliers across a range of issues including environmental, ethical, and sustainable procurement.  Assessment of the University's suppliers and their supply chains through the use of a comprehensive, results-oriented methodology will help the University to 
identify risks and to raise awareness of the range of issues that arise when buying goods and services.

Provide any other relevant supporting information and any examples of best practice by the body in relation to procurement.

Procurement colleagues continue to work with the Responsible Procurement Team at APUC in relation to Scottish Public Body – FNT (From Now To) 2030.  Category Peer Groups have been set up to continue looking at initiatives or behaviours applied to reduce GHG emissions within the commodities, as well as reviewing the Sector’s Supply Chain Climate & 
Ecological Emergency Strategy (SCCEES).  The Category Peer Groups cover commodities such as ICT, Construction, Waste, Furniture, Food & Travel. 

The Head of Procurement participates in the APUC Sustainable Procurement Leaders Group (SPLG) –  the remit/role of the Group is to drive sustainable procurement practices in the sector by championing the need for proactive involvement with stakeholders, challenging institutional requirements and sharing best practice in all areas.  It also aims to aid 
institutional procurement professionals in embedding best practice responsible procurement by identifying, reviewing, and cascading good practice for potential adoption by relevant staff within operational environments.  Various working groups have been formed which report back to SPLG for discussion.

The Net Zero & Emissions Manager is working with colleagues in the sector, as part of the SPLG – Procuring More Sustainable Goods & Services group, to develop a best practice questions bank. This exercise seeks to standardise sustainability/Net Zero focused tender questions and encourages a wider focus in the supply chain on Net Zero requirements.

The Procurement Team and the Net Zero & Emissions Manager have been working closely together over recent months on specific procurement projects, as well as producing a best practice bank of procurement tender questions.  The questions are now applied by the Procurement Lead when developing appropriate procurement project strategies. It is 
intended to standardise these sustainability/Net Zero focused tender questions and encourage a wider focus in the supply chain on Net Zero requirements.  

The procurement tenders we have worked on collaboratively this year include: Inter Campus Transport, Taxi Services, and a Main Contractor Framework Agreement. Also, active involvement in the tendering of replacement MFD services resulted in an enhanced focus on sustainability credentials and the finalisation of a tender that is set to deliver substantial 
projected energy savings to the University in terms of consumption/emissions (tC02e) and costs over the 5 years of the agreement (see mini case study below).  

Case Study - MFD Replacement: at the end of 2023, the University of Aberdeen had almost 190 centrally managed multi-function devices (MFDs) available for use by staff and students across its entire estate. These, in addition to 50 individual desktop printers and 4 high volume print and copy services, had been supplied since 2016. However, the University 
had seen its print copies fall from 24 million to 5 million, reflecting changes in teaching, research, and operations at the University post COVID-19. Many devices had been significantly underused, and others had become surplus to requirements in this new hybrid working environment. With the existing contract coming to an end in July 2024, the Directorate of 
Digital & Information Services (DIS) initiated a procurement exercise to rationalise the fleet, identify a supplier that would meet user demands, and also embed sustainability into the process. The Sustainability team was engaged from the beginning of the process, with the Net Zero & Emissions Manager invited onto the project board as the sustainability 
representative. By having Sustainability as one of the core objectives, the impact of energy consumption across the existing and potential new models was investigated and, when combined with the rationalisation of the fleet, resulted in the selection of a set of heat-free models which will reduce the impact of MFDs on University emissions by almost 95%.

As part of the development of the Net Zero Strategy a “Sustainable Procurement” decarbonisation pathway has been developed through collaboration between the Sustainability and Procurement teams. The pathway focuses on creating internal guidance and training to encourage staff to develop more sustainable habits, improving the flexibility of 
procurement and finance systems to encourage circular economy practices, and improving supply chain engagement.

Provide information relating to how the procurement policies of the body have contributed to its compliance with climate changes duties.
In line with the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act, the University of Aberdeen has implemented a Procurement Strategy and Action Plan. This can be found on our website (https://www.abdn.ac.uk/procurement) and is aligned with the Aberdeen 2040 Strategic Plan and the University's strategic goals to assist our vision of procuring in an environmentally, 
socially, ethically and economically responsible manner. 

The University's Procurement Policies require that a Procurement Project Strategy is developed for all procurements with a total value of £50,000+ excl. VAT.  The Strategy requires the Procurement Lead to outline the approach to comply with the sustainable duty detailed in the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014.  It covers: carbon emissions relevant to 
the procurement, community benefits, fair work practices, methods of invoicing & payments etc.  This ensures our key objectives, i.e. to embed sound ethical, social and environmental policies within the University’s function and compliance with relevant legislation in the performance of the sustainable procurement duty are achieved.  

For all Regulated Procurements (i.e., value of £50K and over), a Supply Chain Code of Conduct (based on that championed by Advanced Procurement for Universities and Colleges [APUC]) is issued to potential suppliers at tendering stage.  Suppliers are asked to make a clear declaration of support for the principles contained within this Code.  This code requires 
suppliers commit to the following, as a minimum, with regards to environmental compliance: 
•	 Complying with all local and national environmental laws, regulations and directives of the countries they are working in, manufacturing in or trading with.
•	 Actively avoid causing environmental damage and/or negative environmental impact through manufacture and supply of the goods or services and disposal of supply chain waste.
•	 Have a business plan in place, and be acting on it, to minimise their environmental impact year on year and adopting or working towards internationally recognised environmental standards and/or behaviour.
•	 Encourage the development and use of environmentally friendly technologies, promote positive environmental practices (such as reducing carbon emissions, minimising waste and improving water efficiency, reduced pollution levels and technological improvements) through their activities wherever possible. 

The procurement team ensure that they keep up to date with developments in relation to sustainable procurement and related climate emergency actions being rolled out across the sector. The team have undertaken training on evaluation criteria which includes the use of assessing whole life costs and sustainable outcomes.  Members of the Team also 
attended APUC Responsible Procurement – Primary Impact Areas of Climate Change session and have completed modules on the Scottish Government Climate Literacy eLearning – Sustainable Procurement Tools Platform. Recent training on the EcoVadis platform has further reinforced the team's commitment to sustainable procurement practices.

Provide information relating to how procurement activity by the body has contributed to its compliance with climate changes duties.



PART 6 Validation and Declaration

6a Internal validation process
Briefly describe the body’s  internal  va l idation process , i f any, of the data  or information conta ined within this  report.

6b Peer validation process
Briefly describe the body’s  peer va l idation process , i f any, of the data  or information conta ined within this  report.

6c External validation process 
Briefly describe the body’s  external  va l idation process , i f any, of the data  or information conta ined within this  report.

6d No Validation Process
If any information provided in this  report has  not been va l idated, identi fy the information in question and expla in why i t has  not been va l idated.

6e Declaration

Name: Karl  Leydecker
Role in the body: Senior Vice-Principa l
Date: 30/11/2024 Date in format (dd/mm/yyyy)

Public Sector Report on Compliance with Climate Change Duties 2024 Template

We are committed to the provis ion of timely and accurate data  as  part of this  exercise and we continue to review our submiss ion, including those areas  where there are gaps  (i .e., 
procurement emiss ions , or s taff commuting) or where we acknowledge that our capaci ty i s  l imited (i .e., adaptation).

We continue to assess  how best to va l idate future submiss ions , with a  particular focus  on how that can be achieved given the restricted submiss ion timesca le for those of us  reporting 
on the bas is  of an academic year. 

I  confi rm that the information in this  report i s  accurate and provides  a  fa i r representation of the body’s  performance in relation to cl imate change.

The co-ordination of these submiss ions  i s  undertaken by the Susta inabi l i ty team in the Estates  & Faci l i ties  Directorate.  

Data  to support the submiss ion was  provided by functional  leads  in varous  operational  areas , notably Energy, Waste, Transport, HR, Finance, Maintenance, and Procurement.

The information was  reviewed by the Susta inable Development Committee (SDC) on 28th October 2024 and endorsed for onward cons ideration by the Univers i ty's  Senior Management 
Team (SMT). SMT in turn provided, by ci rculation, formal  approval  for submiss ion in l ine with the reporting deadl ine. 

The Univers i ty took part in the EAUC faci l i tated group PBCCD Peer Review Process  on 6th November 2024.

This  was  a  useful  exercise and reinforced our decis ion to enhance our reporting this  year with the inclus ion of emiss ions  from student commuting, F-gases , and hotel  s tays  for the fi rs t 
time this  year.

Elements  of the data  submitted as  part of this  exercise are a lso submitted as  part of other key reporting frameowrks , including our Annual  Report and Accounts , our Outcome 
Agreement with the Scotti sh Funding COunci l , our Susta inable Development Goals  Report, and the annual  Higher Education Stati s tics  Agency (HESA) return. 

The timing of the PBCCD return i s  out of synch with some of these key reporting exercises , notably the HESA process  (which i s  the sector's  key data  submiss ion and va l idation exercise 
and adheres  to a  spring reporting schedule), and the fina l i sation of our Annual  Report and Accounts  which culminates  in approval  at a  Court meeting in December.

Given these reporting schedules , some of the contextual  responses  here relate to 2022/2023 data  and not to 2023/2024. Updates  can be made ava i lable early in 2025 i f required. Al l  
emiss ions  data  i s , however, based on reporting and assumptions  for 2023/2024.



Recommended Reporting: Reporting on Wider Influence

Wider Impact and Influence on GHG Emissions

Q1) Historic Emissions (Local Authorities Only)

Please indicate emission amounts and unit of measurement (e g  tCO2e) and years  Please provide information on the following components using data from the links provided below  Please use (1) as the default unless targets and actions relate to (2)

Please note : territorial emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O) are provided, but not fluorinated gases, which are also included in the UK territorial greenhouse gas emissions statistics. Prior to the 2005 to 2020 publication the statistics covered emissions of carbon dioxide only

(1) UK l l d i l CO2  i i  b t d t t ( i i  ithi  th   f i fl  f l l th iti )

(2) UK local and regional CO2e emissions: full dataset: 

https://data.gov.uk/dataset/723c243d-2f1a-4d27-8b61-cdb93e5b10ff/emissions-of-carbon-dioxide-for-local-authority-areas

Local Authority:(Please State) Please select from drop down box

DESNZ Dataset:(full or sub-set) Please select from drop down box

Source Sector 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Units Comments

T t l E i i                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          ktCO2
1 I d t  d C i l                         ktCO2
2 D ti                         ktCO2
3 T t t t l                         ktCO2
5 Per Capita                         ktCO2e
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2a) Targets
Please detail your wider influence targets 

Sector Type of Target (units) Baseline value Start year Target Target/End year
Saving in latest year 

measured
Latest Year Measured
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2b) Does the organisation have an overall mission statement, strategies, plans or policies outlining ambition to influence emissions beyond your corporate boundaries? If so, please detail this in the box below.

Q3) Policies and Actions to Reduce Emissions

Please detail any of the specific policies and actions which are underway to achieve your emission reduction targets

Sector Start year for policy/action implementation
Year that the policy/action will be fully 

implemented

Annual CO2 saving once 
fully implemented 

(tCO2)
Latest Year measured

Saving in latest year 
measured (tCO2) Delivery Role

During project/policy design and implementation, has 
ISM or an equivilent behaviour change tool been 

used?
Please give further details of this behaviour change activity. Value of Investment (£) Ongoing Costs (£/year)

Primary Funding Source for Implementation of Policy/Action 
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Please provide any detail on data sources or limitations relating to the information provided in Table 3

Q4) Partnership Working, Communications and Capacity Building

Please detail your Climate Change Partnership, Communication or Capacity Building Initiatives below.

Organisation's project role
Lead Organisation (if 

not reporting 
organisation)

Private Partners Public Partners 3rd Sector Partners Outputs Comments

Lead n/a Various e.g. Energy Sector
Various e.g. Local 
Authorities, Govt 

A i
Various Third Sector Groups e.g. Aberdeen Climate Action. Research, Collaboration, CPD. University of Aberdeen research centre established in 2020.

Participant NESTRANS n/a
Various e.g. RGU, 
Local Authorities, 

NHS
Various e.g. Energy Savings Trust, Nestrans. Behaviour change initiatives, collaborative projects.

Participant Aberdeen City Various e.g. Chamber of Commerce
Various e.g. RGU, 

NHS
Various e.g. Energy Savings Trust, Nestrans. Sustainable Energy Action Plan

Participant Aberdeen City Various e.g. Chamber of Commerce
Various e.g. RGU, 
Local Authorities, 

NHS
Various e.g. Energy Savings Trust, Nestrans. Multi-sector workshops on adaptation.

Participant Revolving
Various e.g. Chamber of Commerce, 

Federation of Small Businesses

Various e.g. RGU, 
Local Authorities, 

NHS
Various e.g. Energy Savings Trust, Nestrans. Multi-sector declaration on mitigation and adaptation.

Participant Aberdeen City Various e.g. NorthLink, Coop
Various e.g. 

Aberdeen City, 
U i it

Various e.g. churches, schools, local charities. Securing Aberdeen City's Fairtrade status.

Participant EAUC Various Corporate Sponsors
Various e.g. 

universities & 
Colleges

As required e.g. SSN, SUSTRANS. CPD, TSNs, networking, tools.

Participant Universities Scotland n/a
Various e.g. 

Scottish 
universities

Various .g. SSN, EAUC, APUC.
Working Grup reviewing what sustainability means for 

HE in Scotland.

Participant Universities Scotland n/a
Various e.g. 

Scottish 
universities

Various .g. SSN, EAUC, APUC.
Working Group looking at business travel issues in HE 

in Scotland

Lead n/a Yes. Varies by event and research theme.
Yes. Varies by event 

and research 
th

Yes. Varies by event and research theme. Research, Collaboration, CPD. University of Aberdeen research centre established in 2021.

Lead n/a n/a n/a n/a Schools outreach and public engagement

Lead n/a Various e.g. Event Sponsors Varies by event Varies by event
Various programmes of research engagement e.g. public 

lectures  festivals  events

Lead Charitable Trust n/a n/a Cruickshank Charitable Trust
Promotion of plant biodiversity, public outreach, green 

space

Participant Scottish Govt
Various organisations and business in a 

defined geographic area.

Various 
organisations and 

business in a 
defined geographic 

area

Various organisations and business in a defined geographic 
area.

Heating and energy efficiency strategy.

Lead n/a n/a Yes, Varies by event Yes. Varies by event
Various e.g. policy developments, action plans, 

focussed working groups.

The outcomes from the 2022/2023 programme of assemblies have led to the development of the University's innaugrual biodiversity policy 
and action plan and the involvement of the University in the LEAF programme for sustainable labs.

Lead n/a n/a EAUC n/a
Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel 

Emissions Calculator Tool

The University has, in collaboration with EAUC Scotland, developed the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions 
Calculator" tool. 

This tool is based on initial work on a “Student Travel to Study Emissions Calculation Tool”, developed by Estrid Jonsson, a University of 
Aberdeen intern in the Estates & Facilities Sustainability team. Her internship project was established to fill a gap in the University’s emissions 
profile, with no formal methodology available in the sector to calculate these emissions. Her successful project enabled the University to 
calculate these emissions for the first time, enhancing our emissions reporting and contributing to our sustainability commitments. The tool 
went on to be developed for circulation within the sector as a best practice methodology for calculating these emissions.

See full details at https://www.sustainabilityexchange.ac.uk/public_bodies_climate_change_duties_reporting_t

The tool has been enhanced again by the Net Zero and Emissions Manager at the University in 2023/2024 to provide increased flexibility 
surrounding international and "local" students, in addition to the inclusion of GPS data for improved distance data.

This tool won the 2024 HESPA Innovation Award, recieved a highly commended award in the 2024 Green Gown "Creating Impact" category, 
and is a finalist in the 2024 THE Awards "Outstanding Contribution to Environmental Leadership" category.

Lead n/a n/a n/a n/a
In 2023/2024, a joint internship with Aberdeen City 
Council was launched, with a focus on supporting 
biodiversity initiatives across both organisations.

The Sustainability team regularly engages with the University’s Intern/InternPlus schemes to establish internships exclusive to UoA students. 
These projects provide the interns with valuable experience in sustainability roles hile providing the Sustainability team with valuable 
additional capacity.

Participant Aberdeen City Various e.g. Energy Sector
Various e.g. 
U i iti  

Various e.g. NESTRANS Net Zero strategy framework for the City of Aberdeen

Lead n/a n/a n/a n/a
Creation on a custom e-learning module on 

sustainability at the University for staff
This module has been developed to frame what sustainability means to the University of Aberdeen, what challenges are involved, what we 
have committed to achieving  and how staff can support our journey and ambitions
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Q5) Please detail key actions relating to 
Food and Drink, Biodiversity, Water, 
Procurement and Resource Use in the 
table below

Key Action Type

Biodiversity

Other (please specify in comments)
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DESNZ Sectors

Other Sectors
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Partnership Working

Partnership Working

Communications

Communications

Communications

Capacity Building (ie. staff training and development initiatives)

Capacity Building (ie. staff training and development initiatives)

Partnership Working

Capacity Building (ie. staff training and development initiatives)

UOA: Centre for Energy Transition - https://www.abdn.ac.uk/energy/

UOA: Centre for Environment & Biodiversity

UOA: Aberdeen Biodiversity Centre - https://www.abdn.ac.uk/biodiversity/

UOA: Public Engagement with Research - https://www.abdn.ac.uk/engage/

UOA: Climate and Sustainability Assemblies 
- https://www.abdn.ac.uk/about/sustainable/around-campus-159.php#panel2932

UOA (with EAUC/SFC): Development of the "Domestic and International Student Relocation Travel Emissions Calculator Tool" - 
https://www.eauc.org.uk/the_domestic_and_international_student_relocati

UoA: Intern/InternPlus schemes

Key Action Type Description 
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Comments

Aberdeen City: NetZero Aberdeen

CommentsImpacts

This work has allowed the Sustainability Team to identify the current 
extent of different habitat types and species of priority 
conservation status across our landholdings.  

This report has been used to inform the development of a 
Biodiversity Policy and a 3-year rolling Biodiversity Action Plan for 
the University spanning 2024-2026, in collaboration with the local 
Biodiversity Partnership (NESBiP).  This Action plan includes targets 
towards habitat restoration and enhancement, as well as the 
monitoring and protection of species of priority conservation 
status identified across our sites.  

Lead
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In the summer of 2023, the Sustainability Team undertook ecological surveying of the University's largest 6 campuses/landholdings in order to create a spatially explicit GIS map of our habitat 
types.  The team also worked with the local Biological Records centre (NESBReC) to gather all relevant species records for these areas, and map this via GIS, as the basis of a new species list for our 
sites.   Findings from ecological surveying have been summarised in a Greenspaces Report which includes: site analysis for each site about habitat composition and current management 
practices; information on any invasive non-native species present and actions taken to remove them; notes on potential opportunities for habitat enhancement.
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Q6) Please use the text box below to detail further climate change related activity that is not noted elsewhere within this reporting template
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CommentsDescription

Status

Please select from drop down box

Please select from drop down box

UoA: Staff Sustainability E-Learning module

Please select from drop down box

Key Action Description

Metric/indicators for monitoring progress

We are working alongside regional and national partners to review options for the decarbonisation of heat, including as part of a discussion about the district heating network in Aberdeen. 

Our academic colleagues have extensive links with regional, national, and international partners working on projects to influence emissions beyond our boundaries. 
As an example please see the work of our Centre for Energy Transition https://www.abdn.ac.uk/energy/
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Other Notable Reportable Activity

Organisation's Project Role
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Partnership Working Get About Partnership - https://www.getabout.org.uk/

Partnership Working ACC: Powering Aberdeen - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/powering-aberdeen

Partnership Working ACC: Aberdeen Adapts - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/climate-change/adapting-climate-change

Partnership Working North East Scotland Climate Change Partnership - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/climate-change

Partnership Working Aberdeen Fairtrade Steering Group - http://afairerworld.org.uk/fair-trade/aberdeenfairtrade-city-steering-group/

Partnership Working Environmental Association for Universities & Colleges + Scotland Branch - http://www.eauc.org.uk/home

Partnership Working Universities Scotland Working Groups: Responsible Universities Group Scotland (RUGS)

Partnership Working Universities Scotland Working Groups

Communications UOA: Cruickshank Botanic Gardens - https://www.abdn.ac.uk/botanic-garden/

Partnership Working LHEES - Local Heat & Energy Efficiency Strategy
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https://data.gov.uk/dataset/723c243d-2f1a-4d27-8b61-cdb93e5b10ff/emissions-of-carbon-dioxide-for-local-authority-areas
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