Statement of Commitment to the Concordat for the Environmental
Sustainability of Research & Innovation Practice

We, Professors George Boyne and Nick Forsyth, on behalf of the University of Aberdeen, confirm
our commitment to the priority areas outlined in the Concordat for the Environmental Sustainability
of Research and Innovation Practice.

The University of Aberdeen fully supports the priority areas outlined in the concordat. We will
deliver against all the priorities in practice and recognise our responsibilities as a signatory, as set
out in the concordat.

By signing this concordat, we recognise the need to change how we conduct research and
innovation as well as promote wider solutions. We also agree to take shared action now and into
the future to reduce and eliminate our own environmental impacts and emissions and achieve the
transition to sustainable practices.

When we launched our Aberdeen 2040 strategy in early 2020, we established sustainability as one
of the four core pillars of our institutional ambition. Among the 20 commitments outlined in that
strategy, the following relate directly to environmental sustainability:

= Encourage everyone within our community to work and live sustainably, recognising the
importance of our time, energy and resilience

= Educate all our students and staff to be leaders in protecting the environment

= Excel in research that addresses the climate emergency, enables energy transition and the
preservation of biodiversity

= Achieve net zero carbon emissions before 2040

These commitments are fully consistent with the principles of the concordat and address both
‘what’ we research but also ‘how’ we conduct our research and other activities. Our annual
Sustainable Development Goals reports comprehensively demonstrate the positive impacts of our
research, educational, and operational activities against the 17 SDGs, while our annual Public
Bodies Climate Change Duty reporting tracks the emissions impact of all that we do.

We welcome this initiative from the UK research and innovation community and are pleased to
offer our whole-hearted support for this effort and to commit ourselves to ensuring that our
research practices are as sustainable as possible.

Yours sincerely,
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Professor George Boyne Professor Nick Forsyth
Principal and Vice-Chancellor Vice-Principal (Research)

Date: 1 August 2025



