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The Sir Duncan Rice Library has been a partner in the 
national Book Week Scotland since it started in 2012, 
with the Special Collections Centre running a wide variety 
of exciting events for adults and children alike. From the 
annual Flash Fiction Competition, which invites creative 
writers from Scotland and overseas to craft a 500-word 
short story inspired by images from the collections, to 
the ever popular bookbinding workshops and talks, and 
paper marbling for children, the last week in November is 
always bustling with activity.  

This yearôs Book Week Scotland featured not only 
familiar events from previous years but also a new 
partnership with the School of Language and Literature, 
with a very successful Fantasy genre creative writing 
workshop. Led by Lily Greenall, a creative writing PhD 
student at Aberdeen University, participants explored the 
works of renowned Aberdeenshire fantasy author George 
MacDonald while honing their own writing skills.  
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This yearôs adult winner was Douglas 

Bruton, an Aberdeen University alumnus 

and dedicated Flash Fiction competition 

entrant, and the childrenôs winner was 

Keri Lewis, a 13-year-old pupil at 

Mearns Academy in Laurencekirk. All 

the Flash Fiction competition stories can 

be read on the Special Collections 

Centreôs webpages, along with the 

judgesô notes. 

The Glucksman Conservation Centre 

featured heavily in the programme 

again this year, offering not only a 

bookbinding workshop and talk for 

adults but also a paper marbling and 

bookbinding event for families. 

Alongside the paper marbling workshop, 

an open event in the Reading Room 

invited members of the public to come 

and examine close up some of the 

rarest and most beautiful maps and 

atlases in the world. 

 

By Sarah Chapman, Learning and 
Outreach Officer 
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The Flash Fiction competition 

received its highest number of 

entries to date with 155 in total 

from the adult and children 

categories. Judged by prize-

winning authors Wayne Price 

and Caroline Clough, the 

competition offered four images 

from the Special Collections as 

inspiration.  

Illustration from Campi Phlegraei; 
observations on the volcanos of the Two 
Sicilies as they have been communicated to 
the Royal Society of London by Sir William 

Hamilton (1776). Shelfmark SB 
ff55121(458) Ham   

Illustration from Holidays by LMS, 1947: official 
guide to holiday accommodation at the principal 
resorts on or served by the London Midland and 
Scottish Railway. Shelfmark OD L1 LMS Lon ho  
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Applications are invited for the 2016 
Special Collections Centre Visiting 
Scholar Awards at the Sir Duncan Rice 
Library, University of Aberdeen. These 
awards are available to academic 
researchers wishing to travel to 
Aberdeen to make use of materials held 
in the Special Collections Centre. They 
provide financial support towards the 
costs of travel and accommodation up to 
Ã2,000 to cover expenses incurred over 
a period of two to four weeks, while 
pursuing a research project directly 
relating to the Universityôs collections.  
The Special Collections Centre is home 
to the Universityôs historic collections of 
books, manuscripts, archives and 
photographs. Housed in climatically 
controlled facilities, the holdings 
comprise over 230,000 rare printed 
books and 5,000 archival collections, 
with material dating as far back as the 
3rd century BC. For information about 
our holdings and facilities please 
see: www.abdn.ac.uk/library/about/
special/  
 
Visiting scholars will be granted access 
to library facilities at the Sir Duncan Rice 
Library, including access to the Wolfson 
Reading Room in the Special Collections 
Centre. Information on previous award 
recipients can be found online: 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/about/special/
visiting-scholar-awards/   
 
Deadline for applications:  
1 February 2016 
 
Value of award: Ã2,000  
 
Eligibility: The award will be granted to 
scholars for a project relating to 
materials held in the Special Collections 
Centre. Applicants will be in possession 
of a PhD but the award is open to 
researchers at any stage of their 
academic career. Independent and 
emeritus scholars may also apply. 
University of Aberdeen staff may apply 
on behalf of a visiting scholar, in which 
case the scholar is to be invited to share 
research findings through a seminar, 
lecture or workshop.  

Duration: Two- to four-week period of 
study to be undertaken any time 
between 1 April and 20 December 2016.  
 
Residence: Scholars should normally 
be resident in the Aberdeen area for the 
duration of the award.  
 
Expenses: Funds may be claimed 
against travel, subsistence and other 
reasonable research expenses. Scholars 
will make their own arrangements for 
travel and accommodation and will be 
expected to submit receipts in order to 
claim expenses up to the value of  
Ã2,000.    
 
Schedule: Applications will be peer-
reviewed under the supervision of the 
International Advisory Board of the 
Aberdeen Humanities Fund. Awards will 
be made by a selection committee 
composed of Library staff, members of 
the Humanities Fund Board and 
representatives of the Friends of 
Aberdeen University Library. Applicants 
will be notified of decisions by 29 
February 2016. 
 
Outputs: This award should be 
acknowledged in any future publications 
arising from the research undertaken 
during the time of the award. Visiting 
scholars will also be expected to provide 
a short report of their research findings, 
which will be made publicly available on 
our webpages.  
 
To apply: Please submit a project 
outline of 500-1,000 words, explaining 
the scope of the project and the 
relevance of the University of 
Aberdeenôs library collections to this 
research, along with a two-page CV.  
 
Enquiries and applications should be 
sent to: sccvisitingscholars@abdn.ac.uk  
 
Funded by the Friends of Aberdeen 
University Library and the Special 
Collections Centre. 

2016 Special Collections Centre Visiting Scholar Awards 



п 

 

 

Introducing the New Exhibition Officer 

Jen Shaw joined the Special Collections team in May 2015. After studying 
History of Art at St Andrews University, she went on to complete an MA in 
Museum & Gallery Studies at Manchester University. Her first job was as the 
Touring Exhibitions Officer for Gracefield Arts Centre in Dumfries. She followed 
this post with a curatorial position as Keeper of Art at Bolton Museum & Art 
Gallery and Arts Development work in Cheshire. Following 5 years living in 
Chicago where she was the Gallery Coordinator for two contemporary spaces at 
Columbia College and Moraine Valley Community College, she returned to the UK 
to a role as Exhibitions Office for Nuneaton Museum & Art Gallery. The move to 
Aberdeen is a welcome return to Scotland for Jen and she is enjoying her new 
role as exhibition officer for the Gallery in the Sir Duncan Rice Library.  

Special Collections Centre Exhibitions 2015-16, the Gallery, 
The Sir Duncan Rice Library 

The 2015 season of exhibitions began with a journey into the Arctic with ñThe 
Far North ï Frozen Stars, Shifting Ice and the Silence Beyondò. It explored 
the idea of the Far North through the Special Collections Centreôs rich holdings of 
manuscripts and illustrated books and objects from the University Museums. 
Contemporary art and music were also included to create a rich and evocative 
display which welcomed over 6,000 visitors. An accompanying series of talks 
featured speakers from the Anthropology Department whose subjects ranged 
from Inuit craft to the flora and fauna of the Arctic. Guest speakers included the 
artist Rhinehard Berens and Douglas Richardson from the Highland Wildlife Park 
who gave a fascinating account of the raising of polar bears in captivity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñOne Hot Dayò  

At the end of September, the Gallery hosted a 2-week contemporary video 
installation by Professor Alan Marcus, University of Aberdeen. His experimental, 
observational film marked 70 years since the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
the beautifully shot images explored a single day in the city as it is today. The 

film was projected onto opposite walls in the gallery, creating an 
immersive, evocative environment of image and sound. Over 50 people 
attended the opening night and engaged in discussion with the film-
maker. 
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