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Open Research

• Internet has changed the way 
researchers work

• Research can be shared rapidly online

• Data can be shared with software to 
process it

• Open licences set standard terms of 
reuse for all research outputs

• Sharing research openly increases 
impact and engagement 

• Benefits society on a global scale
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When You Publish an Article

• When you write an article you automatically own copyright

• When you publish in a subscription-based journal the publisher 
typically asks for exclusive rights to an article 

• Author hands over all their rights with certain rights handed back

• The publisher can reuse and sell the research however they wish
• Including to the library who pays to subscribe

• Author must request permission from the publisher to share or re-use 
your own research
• Can’t make open in a repository until after embargo

• Can’t share on social networks

• Can’t translate etc. etc. 
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Rights Retention

• There is a way to rebalance the distribution of power

• Rights Retention

• Retain key rights to your research

• Share your peer-reviewed, unformatted accepted manuscript
• Deposit in Pure/AURA

• Under an open licence

• Publish where you want to 

• Equitable

• Sustainable

• Ensures compliance with funder and REF open access policies

 

Distribute, remix, adapt
Credit must be given to 

the creator

Distribute, remix, adapt
Credit must be given to the 

creator
Non-commercial purposes 

only

Copy and distribute only
No derivatives

Credit must be given to the creator

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
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Rights Retention Statement

• "For the purpose of open access, 
the author has applied [a 
Creative Commons Attribution 
(CC BY) licence or other 
permitted licence] to any Author 
Accepted Manuscript version 
arising".

Make clear to the publisher at time of 
submission that you require AM to be 
made open access under an open 
licence
Apply to all submissions
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What do I do?

• Apply the Rights Retention Statement (RRS) 

• On all your submitted manuscripts
• In the acknowledgements and covering letter

• Deposit the accepted manuscript in Pure
• Send to paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk

• Use the CC BY or other open licence as appropriate
• Be aware of funder licence requirements 

mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
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Research Publications Policy

• New University Research Publications Policy 
implemented May 2023

• Contacted top publishers
• Authors achieve immediate and wide 

dissemination without restrictions
• Retain more rights over your own work
• Retain the freedom to publish where you 

see fit
• Automatically comply with funder and REF 

open access requirements
• Opt-out available

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/policies.php
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Funder & REF Open Access Policies

• Research funders have OA requirements grant holders must meet

• Research Excellence Framework (REF2028)

• Immediate OA under an open licence via gold or green route

• Always choose the CC BY Creative Commons license

• Open Government Licence (OGL) if subject to Crown Copyright

• CC BY-ND by exception

• Limited funds for OA in Block Grants

• Publisher agreements aid compliance Distribute, remix, adapt
Credit must be given to the 

creator

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Open Access Publisher Agreements

• Agreements with major publishers
• More opportunity for open access
• Available to all UoA corresponding authors
• No funding needed
• Check the current list for agreements and 

participating titles
• May be a discount only on fully open access titles

• e.g. Springer/Elsevier

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/publisher-agreements.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/publisher-agreements.php


What to consider when choosing a journal

• First check if there is a suitable title covered by the publisher open access 
agreements 
• If not – go green!
• Include Rights Retention Statement with submission
• Funded authors check may be able to pay an Article Processing Charge (APC)
• Some Diamond Open Access journals available which don’t charge an APC
• Consider funder requirements/REF 
• Sherpa Services or Journal Checker Tool - check journal against funder/REF OA 
requirements
• Think. Check. Submit. Helps you choose a trusted journal for your publication
• Email openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/publisher-agreements.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/publisher-agreements.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
mailto:openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
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Adding Info to Pure

• Email paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk when you have an article accepted

• It will be added to Pure 

• The AM will be made open in AURA on publication

• Do this for all papers including Gold OA

• See your profile on the Research Portal

• Add info to Pure yourself if you like

• New researchers import your publications

• Set up automated search for publications in online sources

• Maximise your researcher profile using ORCID, SCOPUS, Pure etc. 

mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
https://abdn.elsevierpure.com/
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Summary

• Make your research open access

• Publish under an open licence

• Apply Rights Retention Statement

• Use the open access agreements

• Remember to update Pure

• Ask us questions!

• openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
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Any Questions?
Joanna Adams
Open Research Team
openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research

mailto:openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
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