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Welcome...

to the University of Aberdeen’s first full week 
of events to celebrate and explore the benefits 
of Open Access. The Open Research Team 
have secured some of the leading advocates 
within the Open Access arena to share their 
thoughts, insights and predictions with us. 
We’ve carefully curated sessions with the full 
UoA Research Community in mind to inspire 
you whether you are at the early stages of 
your career, a widely published researcher, or 
somewhere in between. 

International Open Access Week will fly 
by but all our events will be recorded and 
added to our new YouTube Open Research 
channel. We’ll be opening these events up to 
researchers across the UK and beyond and in 
turn we’ll be promoting other activities being 

held across the UK to mark the occasion so 
please do visit our webpages to see what else 
is on offer.

We’re sure you’ll have spotted how passionate 
we are about Open Research and Open 
Access by now, but just wanted to remind you 
that we are always on hand, online 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/open-
access-212.php 
by email: openresearch@abdn.ac.uk or in 
person, to offer researchers support and 
advice on Open Access and Open Data 
publishing, Research Metrics, and Thesis 
submissions. 

…. from Open Research Team
openresearch@abdn.ac.uk 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/open-access-212.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/open-access-212.php
mailto:openresearch%40abdn.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:openresearch%40abdn.ac.uk?subject=
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Programme

Monday 24th 
Online 
Open Ideas: Fresh Perspectives
10:00 – 12:30
Online: Book your space 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-
aberdeen-international-open-access-week 
Join us online to hear the latest Open Research 
thinking from leading academics and advocates 
from the UK and Australia. Chaired by Simon 
Bains, University Librarian, University of 
Aberdeen.

Speakers:
• Professor Clare Bond, Tektonika Core Team

member (community-led Diamond Open
Access journal publishing), University of
Aberdeen

• Professor Stephen Curry, Chair of the
Declaration of Research Assessment
(DORA), Imperial College London

• Professor Chris Jackson, Founder of
EarthArXiv, Jacobs Engineering Group

• Professor Cameron Neylon, Open Access
activist, Curtin University

• Josh Sendall, Associate Director for
Research, University of Nottingham

• Paula Vega, Marketing Officer, Open Library
of Humanities

_____________________________________ 

Tuesday 25th
On Campus
The Aberdeen University Press launch 
16:00 – 18:00
The Sir Duncan Rice Library, Old Aberdeen
Book your space 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-
aberdeen-international-open-access-week
A special event to celebrate Aberdeen 
University Press becoming a fully Open Access 
online publishing house. 

Speakers include:
Tracey Slaven, University Secretary and Chief 
Operating Officer, University of Aberdeen
Brian Henderson, Director for Digital and 
Information Services, University of Aberdeen 
Charles Watkinson, President of the 
Association of University Presses 
_____________________________________

Wednesday 26th
Online & On Campus
The Interdisciplinary Roundtable
13:30 – 15:00
The Sir Duncan Rice Library, Old Aberdeen 
Book your space 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-
aberdeen-international-open-access-week

Online: Book your space 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-
aberdeen-international-open-access-week 
The University of Aberdeen’s Interdisciplinary 
Centre Directors will examine and explore 
perspectives on the challenges cross 
disciplinary researchers face within an open 
data environment. Chaired by Brian Henderson, 
Director for Digital and Information Services, 
University of Aberdeen.

Speakers:
• Professor Eleanora Belfiore, Centre for 

Social Inclusion and Cultural Diversity
• Professor David Burslem, Centre for 

Environment and Biodiversity
• Professor Jennie Macdiarmid, Centre for 

Health, Wellbeing & Nutrition
• Professor John Underhill, Centre for Energy 

Transition

_____________________________________ 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
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Programme

Thursday 27th 
On Campus

Launch of the Open Research Drop-in 
Sessions
11:00 – 13:00
Meeting Room 1, The Sir Duncan Rice Library, 
Old Aberdeen 
No booking required

The first in a series of drop-in sessions where 
experts from different research support 
teams across the University can be found 
in one place. Future sessions will focus on 
different themes and will be delivered on both 
campuses to save you a trek.

The launch session really hits the jackpot for 
PGRs*. Feel free to come with questions, or 
just pop-in for a coffee and a chat to find out 
how we can help you throughout your research 
project lifecycle.

*All researchers are welcome though!

Experts from the following teams will be on 
hand:
• Copyright
• Digital Research
• Ethics
• DORA
• Information Governance
• Open Research
• PGR Office
_____________________________________

Friday 28th 
Online

Open Data - the next 10 years 
10:00 – 12:00
Online event: Book your space 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-
aberdeen-international-open-access-week

Consider the future of Open Data with our 
panel of Open Data experts from across the 
UK as they share their predictions for the next 
10 years with us.

Chaired by Susan Halfpenny, Head of Research 
and Learning Information Services, University 
of Aberdeen.

Speakers
• Dr Jess Butler, co-director and lead-analyst

for the Networked Data Lab, University of
Aberdeen

• Dr Mark Hahnel, Open Scientist and
Figshare Founder, Figshare

• Hazel Hay, DORA Implementation Officer,
University of Aberdeen

• Dr Paola Masuzzo, Data Scientist and
Independent Researcher, IGDORE

• Ian Watt, Open Data advocate, data
scientist and co-founder of Code the City,
Code The City

_____________________________________ 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week
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Guest speaker biographies

Eleonora Belfiore
Professor Eleonora (or Ele) Belfiore is the 
inaugural Director of the Interdisciplinary 
Centre for Social Inclusion and Cultural 
Diversity. She has published extensively on 
cultural politics and policy, and particularly 
the place that notions of the ‘social impacts’ 
of the arts have had in British cultural policy 
discourses. She is one of the world leading 
scholars in cultural value research. Ele is 
committed to the promotion of equality, 
diversity and inclusion in Higher Education, 
and she is one of the founding members of 
the Women In Academia Support Network, 
a trans-inclusive and intersectional charity 
that brings together over 12,000 women and 
non-binary members from across the world to 
support one another and pushes for gender 
parity and more equitable working conditions 
in Higher Education. 
 
Clare Bond
After gaining a PhD from the University of 
Edinburgh Clare worked across different 
sectors, including conservation, police, 
consulting and academia. She has been at the 
University of Aberdeen since 2010. Clare is chief 
scientist for the NERC led UKRI Carbon Storage 
Research Facility scoping study funded by UKRI. 
She co-directs eRock, an open access resource 
and is a director of Scottish Carbon Capture 
and Storage.  Clare is currently a member 
of Homeward Bound’s Team 6, a leadership 
program that will include a journey to 
Antarctica. She is also part of the team behind 
Tektonika, a Diamond Open Access Journal.

David Burslem
David is Professor of Forest Ecology and 
Diversity at the University of Aberdeen, and 
Keeper of the Cruickshank Botanic Garden 
and Arboretum. He was recently appointed 
Director of the University’s Interdisciplinary 
Centre for Environment and Biodiversity. His 
research and teaching interests focus on forest 
ecology and conservation science, responding 
to the linked crises of biodiversity loss and 
climate change in collaboration with partners 
in government agencies, non-governmental 
organisations and statutory bodies. 

Jess Butler 
Jess gained her PhD at the University of 
Massachusetts in bioinformatics before joining 
the University of Aberdeen, Centre for Health 
Data Science. She’s part of a team studying 
NHS and government records to understand 
how to improve population health, and is the 
co-director and lead analyst for the Networked 
Data Lab with the Health Foundation. This 
five-site collaboration is improving NHS & 
government analytics and sharing the resulting 
software & data. 

Jess is on the NHS Grampian COVID 
Surveillance Team and has made open-source 
tools to find coronavirus contact networks 
and areas of NHS Grampian most vulnerable to 
coronavirus.
 
Jess is passionate about improving research 
culture, so scientists are rewarded for doing 
rigorous and useful science, and she recently 
gave evidence on improving research to the 
House of Commons Science & Technology 
committee. 
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Guest speaker biographies

Stephen Curry
Stephen is a Professor of Structural Biology 
at Imperial College London where he also 
serves as the Assistant Provost for Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion. For many years he has 
been a writer and campaigner on a range of 
scientific issues including open access, research 
assessment, research funding and science 
policy. Stephen is currently chair of the San 
Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment 
(DORA).  

Mark Hahnel 
Mark Hahnel is the CEO and founder of 
Figshare, which he created whilst completing 
his PhD in stem cell biology at Imperial College 
London. Figshare currently provides research 
data infrastructure for institutions, publishers 
and funders globally. He is passionate about 
open science and the potential it has to 
revolutionize the research community. For 
the last eight years, Mark has been leading the 
development of research data infrastructure, 
with the core aim of reusable and interoperable 
academic data. Mark sits on the board of 
DataCite and the advisory board for Directory 
of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). He was on 
the judging panel for the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), Wellcome Trust Open Science 
prize and acted as an advisor for the Springer 
Nature master classes. 

Hazel Hay 
Hazel is supporting the University of Aberdeen 
with the implementation of DORA – The San 
Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment. 
She combines this with looking at the wider 
Research Culture within the University.

Chris Jackson 
Professor Christopher Jackson is a geoscientist 
at Jacobs and Visiting Professor in Basin Analysis 
at Imperial College. Having completed his 
BSc (1998) and PhD (2002) at the University 
of Manchester, Chris was employed as an 
exploration research geologist in the Norsk 
Hydro (now Equinor) research centre, Bergen, 
Norway. He then moved to Imperial College in 
2004 and then the University of Manchester 
in 2021, where his research focused on the 
analysis of sedimentary basins. When not 
studying rocks, Chris gives geoscience lectures 
to the general public and in schools, having 
appeared on several, Earth Science-focused, 
television productions and podcasts. Chris is 
actively engaged in efforts to improve equality, 
diversity, and inclusivity in Earth Science in 
particular, and Higher Education in general. He 
co-founded EarthArXiv, the first preprint server 
for Earth and Planetary Sciences, in 2017, and is 
passionate about the need for open research 
and open science for academic progress and 
the benefit of wider society.  



International Open Access Week   |   7 

Guest speaker biographies

Charles Watkinson
Charles Watkinson is director of the University 
of Michigan Press and has recently taken up 
the role of President of the Association of 
University Presses.

Georgios Leontidis
Georgios is Director of the University’s 
Interdisciplinary Centre for Data & Artificial 
Intelligence.  He is interested in problems 
revolving around deep learning and machine 
learning, more specifically on domain 
adaptation, variational inference and self-
supervised learning. He is also working on novel 
neural network architectures, such as Capsule 
Networks. 

In terms of application areas, Georgios has 
a strong interest in problems that machine 
learning (ML) can provide solutions for, 
primarily in environmental, industrial, 
food and healthcare settings.  His past 
and current activity involves working with 
national and international collaborators 
on nuclear reactor perturbation analysis, 
optimising retail refrigeration systems, gap 
filling in environmental time-series, domain 
adaptation for food retail packaging image 
quality detection, disease detection, and yield 
forecasting for strawberries and tomatoes.

Jennie Macdiarmid
Jennie is a Professor of Sustainable Nutrition 
and Health and is the Director of the 
Interdisciplinary Centre for Health, Well-
being & Nutrition. She gained a BSc (Hons) in 
Nutrition and Food Science from the University 
of Surrey, during which she spent a year 
working at the CSIRO research laboratories in 
Melbourne, Australia. After graduating Jennie 
worked as a research assistant at the Institute 
of Food Research (Norwich) and the University 
of Dundee (Psychology dept) investigating 
chocolate and eating behaviours. In 1997 
she completed her PhD at the University of 
Leeds (Psychology), after which she spent 18 
months working for the International Obesity 
Task Force in Aberdeen. Before joining the 
Rowett Institute at the University of Aberdeen 
in 2006, she worked in the Department of 
Environmental and Occupational Health in the 
Medical School. Her research focuses on food 
and nutrition security and the impact of diets 
on climate change and land use. This includes 
understanding how to change dietary habits 
to be healthier and more environmentally 
sustainable.  
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Guest speaker biographies

Paola Masuzzo 
Paola Masuzzo has a PhD in Bioinformatics 
from Ghent University, in Belgium, and a big 
passion for data and open knowledge. She has 
participated in many international projects 
for the promotion of open research practices, 
especially for FAIR data and open source code. 
She is currently a data scientist for a corporate 
organization, an independent researcher by 
the Institute for Globally Distributed Open 
Research and Education (IGDORE), and an 
associate of onData. She spends a lot of 
free time advocating for free and fair access 
to knowledge. Paola has co-authored many 
articles on open scholarly communication, 
has been a ContentMine and a Research Data 
Alliance fellow, has co-founded the Civic Lab 
Ghent, and served in the Steering Committee 
of the Open Science MOOC. You can follow 
her on Twitter @pcmasuzzo. 

Cameron Neylon  
Cameron Neylon is Professor of Research 
Communication at the Centre for Culture 
and Technology at Curtin University and well 
known agitator for opening up the process of 
research. His current work focusses on how 
the cultures of research affect and effect 
change in research communications. He speaks 
regularly on issues of Open Science including 
Open Access publication, Open Data, and 
Open Source as well as the wider technical and 
social issues of applying the opportunities the 
internet brings to the practice of science. He 
was named as a SPARC Innovator in July 2010 
for work on the Panton Principles and was a 
co-author of the Altmetrics manifesto and the 
Principles for Open Scholarly Infrastructures. 
He is a proud recipient of the Blue Obelisk for 
contributions to open data. He writes regularly 
at his blog, Science in the Open.

Josh Sendall 
Josh joined University of Nottingham 
Libraries as Associate Director for Research in 
November 2021, having previously worked at 
Lancaster University in various roles. He works 
within and beyond the institution to develop 
libraries’ role as a research service provider, 
partner, and pioneer. He leads collaborative 
and enterprising teams who enable open 
research environments which maximise the 
reach, impact, and integrity of research.  As an 
EDI leader, Josh promotes equality, diversity 
and inclusion leading to productive, healthy, 
and resilient cultures, communities and open 
knowledge ecosystems.  
 
John Underhill 
Professor John Underhill is the Director 
of the Interdisciplinary Centre for Energy 
Transition here at the University of Aberdeen. 
A geoscientist by training, his main research 
interests are in the use of geophysical methods 
and geological techniques to characterise 
and critically evaluate the potential to use 
subsurface sites to decarbonise and meet our 
Net Zero emission targets. John was a member 
of the UK Energy Minister’s Technology 
Leadership Board (TLB) and currently populates 
the North Sea Transition Authority (NSTA)’s 
Exploration Task Force (XTF) and the Scottish 
Government’s Science Advisory Council (SSAC). 

Paula Vega 
Paula Vega is the Marketing Officer for the 
Open Library of Humanities where she 
oversees OLH memberships and of increasing 
the visibility of the OLH through outreach, 
marketing and advocacy. She is a doctoral 
candidate in arts and humanities at Birkbeck, 
University of London and a co-editor of the 
Open Library of the Humanities journal special 
collection “Colonialities in Dispute: Discourses 
on Colonialism and Race in the Spanish State”. 
 

https://igdore.org
https://opensciencemooc.eu
https://twitter.com/pcmasuzzo
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Guest speaker biographies

Ian Watt 
Ian Watt is an Open Data advocate and data 
scientist. He had an extensive career in the 
public sector in Scotland where he managed 
large digital projects, and obtained funding for, 
and led  his local authority’s participation in 
EU-scale programmes working with Nesta and 
many EU cities. He was the project lead for 
open data for a programme involving all seven 
of Scotland’s cities. 

He combines roles as charity trustee, having 
co-founded Code The City  to tackle social 
issues using tech and data, with being exec- 
and non-exec director to several companies / 
organisations. He created and co-hosted the 
first Scottish Open Data Unconference in Sept 
2020, the monthly Aberdeen Data Meetup 
and the Air Aberdeen group. In his spare time 
he runs the monthly Aberdeen Python User 
Group and is a trainer for Wiki Media UK with a 
keen interest in the use of WikiData as a public 
repository for linked open data. 

https://codethecity.org
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For information 
and full 
programme

Register today at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-aberdeen-international-open-access-week

@OpenResearchUoA  

openresearch@abdn.ac.uk  

https://twitter.com/openresearchuoa?lang=en
mailto:openresearch%40abdn.ac.uk%20%20?subject=



